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Office of Information, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture.
BIRD PROTECTION LAV STILL EFFECTIVE..

. Department of Agriculture Will Continue to

“Prosecute Illegal XKilling of Migratory
Game and Insectivorous Birds.

Washington, D. c., : Many of the press commentis
on the decision of the United States District Court, rendered
March 20, at Topska, Kansas helding that the Federal Nigra-_
tory Bird Law is unconstltutlonal accordlng to the United
States Department of Agrlculture, are erroneous and are apt
to mislead the public cohcérning thie real situation in this
matter.

The Kansas decision, like a former decision to the game
effect in the Eastern District of Arkansas, is limited in its
operation solely to the district in which it was rendered.
Neither decision settles or nullifies the law, and the exact
contrary has been held by the United States District Court
4for South Dakota. '@he Arkansas case has been appealed to,

and is now pending 1n, the'ﬁﬁifed Stateés Supreme Tourt: ThHe
Act of Congress protecting migratory birds stands effective
until the Supreme Court finally decides the question of its
constitutionality. Ih the meantime, it is incumbent on every
law-abiding citizen to observe its provisioﬁs and the regu-
lations. It is the duty of the Department of Agriculture to
gnforce this law and the officials in gharge will endeavor

to do so asllong as it is in force. Reports of violations
will be carefully investigated and when sufficient evidence
is secured they will be reported for prosecution. In this

Ponnpctlon it should not be forgottan that an offendpr
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against this, as in thp case of cther Unltod States 1aws, is
subject to prosecution any time within three years from the

date the offense is committed.
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