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Much Local Legislation To Protect Birds and Big 
(&me--Nice States Bring Clbsed Seasons Into 

Agreemep+ !;:itL , A" $7 Federal Migratory Sird Lava. 
------------..-----m 

Washington, D. C., Ellrre than 240 new game 1aWP wer? 
. 

onacted during 1?15--z., larger number than in any previous year 2X- 

cept 1911, according to Farmers Bulletin 692, llGame Law? for 1915”. 

Torty-three States held regular legislative sessions, and in all 

of these Stttes e,uce~t Arizona, Georgia, and Nebraska some chan@.a 

Yere mede in tile statutes protecting grime, The largest number of 

new gsriie 1av.s .passed i.n any one Ste.te ~a.s 61, in North Carolina; 

but in Californie., Connect,icut, Maine, New Jersey, Oregon, Fennsyf- 

vanir?, and V’isconsin the number renchec”. 10 or more. Sever31 meas- 

of harmonizin~s the State 1~~‘s on migratory birds with the Federal -. ._ 

re@ati ens. Iq .at feas^, nine States c:langes vere made vhicll 

brought the seasons i.nto substantial agreement, :A=, California, 

Connecticut, Naine, i,iich.ige.n, New Hampshire, Tennessee, and ::Jest 

7-i rgir,ia. In Illinois tile seasons for all migratory ‘c;ird* extent 

coot an& 1‘:2t~:rfolr:rl, ’ _ any 111 IYasZln,,t on f0;: the smaller shore ?irCs, 

‘zero msdti to conform with the regulations under the Federal le.%. 

Iinifor;nit>- V’P,S zlso secured by provisions in the lags of Connecti- 

cut, I:=! i n e , ;q e:rr iiexi c 0, North Dakota, Yashington, and Wisconsin, 

nrohibi t in;:. hunt in,; betveex sunset and. svpise. On the other hend, 

J)elc?,v~re sdorited a resolution opposing the nigratorp-bird l.taa, enc! _I - . _. , . _ _ _ 
?:a j. p z.llc: Fihode Island, ~hioh had harmonized their seasons in 1914, 

ch?a.n~;e< the senscns on waterfwl this :re?-r. 

As a resul+, of the decision of the Supreme Court of the 

Vnited States on January 19, 1914, sustaining the alien hunting law 

of Pennsylvania, legiglnti~n.prohibiting aliens from hunting or 
_--- : _--.= i_=_ *^.I-IT--- 

oming shotguns or ri’fleea PTM enacted in &t least four State$-- 

?$assachusetts, New Jersey, North Dakota, ,and West Virginia--but 

C ertain e;rceuticns bssed on proncrty oualificatione mere made in _. ._ 
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Close seasons extending for several years were provided for 

certain k inds  ’ of big game and also for game b.irds , Hunting moun- 

tain sheep’vao suspended in ~dcho, Hontana, and W ashi@?ton, at?d 

goats were protected until 1918 in Montana, Moose were protected 

for four years in Maine, the firs t absolute c lose season on this  

species  for 35 years--  s ince the suspension of hunting from 1878 to 

1880, Antelope were given indefinite protection in New Nexica and 

Xont ana. In Itiich igan, New Mexico, and O k lahoma Prairie ch ickens 

were protected for several years. ,Michigan extended complete Pm- 

teCtiOn also to quail, imported pheasants, grouse, and wood ?UC k s  

for five years, Minnesota protected dove’s , woodcock, plover, and 
> 

.vmod dycks  until 1918. Rew Mexico gave protection to pheasants, 

bob-whites, pigeons, and swam, O k lchoxa protected doves, ,!TToU@e, 

wood ducks,  and cur lew, Several birds  were removed from .&Be game 

lis t and protected through the year. O k fahoma gave such protection 

to Pelicans, gulls , and herons. Tennessee declared ring-neck 

pheasants) bullbats , robins, and meadowlarks to be* nongame birds  ; 

In a few cases protection was removed from certain species--notably 

the turkey buzzard in Delaware, F lorida, and North Carolina, OVJ lS 

and s tarlings  
.._ -. 

in New Hampshire, nnd cormorants in Iilinois  and 

Xorth 2akota. 

For the firs t time in 12 years moose hunting is  permitted in 

W y oming, and for the firs t time s ince 3907 prairie-chicken shooting 

is  permitted in India-na. 

UOVEZ FEATURES O F  STATE LAW S. 

Among the novel features in the laws this  year may be men- 

tioned the declaration in the F lorida law that ownership of gcmc 

is  vested in the respective counties; the provis ion in the Cali- 

fornia law protecting sp ike bucks,  or deer with unbranched horns, 

ins tead of deer with horns of a certain length; and the W y oming 

experiment of allowing the k illing of 50 bull moose under $100 

licenses ins tead of an indefinite number during a limited season. 

.Methods of hunting were restricted in Michigan by prohibiting the 

use of automobiles  in hunting prtridges, and in Indlana by pro- 
--  I_-- - .  

--hibiting the use of s .earehJ,fghts 0% other artific ial- li&tF  at- 

tached to autos for hunting; ga,me on or neirr a highway. Several 

new restrictions on shipments appeared for the firs t time: Illi- 

nois  prohibited importation from points  outside the State of any 



t3-e except deer legally killed.. Pensylvania'prohibited'shipment 

of game by parcel post, and Wisconsin, shipment under an alias. 

Connecticut authorized the commissioners of fish8ries and game to 

grant permits to bring in g&e lawfully killed outside the Stata, 

provided such game is not offered for sale. 

QUAIL. 

sotwithstanding the agitation in favor of protecting quail 

for SeV@ral years in some sections, no bills of this kind were 

passed this year, and 39 States still provide quail shooting. The 

sea,6on8 were shortened six weeks in Oklahoma and two weeks in 

Nevada, Limits were established for the first time in Arkansas 

and Yew Hampshire, reduced in Iowa from 25 to 15 per day, in Okla- 

homa from 25 to 10, in Minnesota from 15 to 10, and increased in 

Nevada from 15 to 20. All but 14 of the States which permit quail 

hunting now have a limit of 20 birds or less per day. 
i 

WATXMQWI,. 

All the States now allow waterfowl hunting, 'out the wood 

duck is protected for several years throughout the northern zone 

and inthe aou%er-necne fip t&e$++&e-sof-Cacf-iferuia, ICansas, end 

West Virginia, Daily bag limits were established for the first 

time in Arkansas and Connecticut, reduced in Oklahoma from 25 to 10, 

qnd increased in Missouri from 10 to 15. Most of the States nour 

have a limit of 25 OF less . per day. 

OP3N SEASONS l 

Open seasons were lengthened in Montana on elk and deer two 

weeks; in Florida on deer and birds three weeks; in Minnesota on 

quail 20 days; and in Nevada on sage hens four and a half months, 

on grouse one month, and on quail. two weeks. IJew Jersey reverted 

to the former plan, of hunting deer pn-four aonsecutive Wednesdays 

instead of five c.onsecutive days. 

Seasons were shortened in a number of States, In the case 

of big game the deer Season was curtailed. in Arkansas three months:. 

in Oregon and Washington two weeks, In New Mexico the seasons 

at latitude 35O; In California the dive season was made later 

and in Minnesota shortened 20 days; in Oklahoma the quail season 

was curtailed six weeks, end in Michigan, Nevada (ducks), Tennessee , 

and Wyaming:, spring shooting of waterfowl was abolished. 
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LAWS F~fTECTIXG BIG GAXE. 

The more‘im?ortant changes affecting big game included the 

closing of the season Por four years on moose in Xaine: 5ut>loriza- 

tion for the killiilc of 56 bull moose in Wyoming; lengthening the 

season on elk in Xontena two weeks; closing the season on mountain 

sheep in Montana; changes affecting does in 7 States, including 

the removal of protection in Flariti, ?&v&a, New Jersey, and Wyo- 

ming; establishment of a limit in Arkansas: and decrease in %.he 

limits in Alaska, Michigan, ivIontana, and Nevada. 

Under present conditions deer hunting is permitted in 36 

States, in about one-third of which the hunter is limited to one 

deer a season and in most of the others to two. Eighteen States 

protect does at all seasons and allow only bucks to be kilIed-- 

namely, Alabama, Arizona, California, Georgia, Idaho, Missouri , 

Mississippi,. New Mexico, Nevada, New York, Oklahoma , Oregon, Penn- 

sylvania, Texas, Utah, Vermont # West Virginie, and Wisconsin. 

Pennsylvania requires that deer killed shall have horns 2 inches 

above the hair, New York and Vermont at least 3 inches long, and 

West Virginia 4 inches long, while California prohibits entirely 

the killing of spike bucks. 
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