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WELCOME THE THRUSHES.

These Birds Do The Farmer Little Harm and Much Good. :

-------- - ~

Washington, D. C., That thrushes--the group of birds
in which are included robins and blﬁebirds--do a great deal of good
and very little harm to agriculture, is the conclusion reached by
investigators of the United States Department of Agriculture who
have carefully studied the food habits of these birds. Altogether
theré are within the.limite of the Uniﬁed States eleven species of
thrushes, five of which are commonly known as robins andbbluebirds.
The other six include the Townsend solitaife, the wood, the veery,
the gray-cheek, the olive-back, and the hermit thrushes.

The robins and bluebvirds nest close to houses, and even the
shyest of the other species are content witﬁ the seclusion of an
acre or two of woodland or swamp. For this'reason the thrushes are
among the‘best known and most carefully‘prptected of native Ameriean
birds, and at times their numbers become so great that it is feared
they will”go.@pgpwpggghggﬁgzgps;gg@qfruit. The recent investigations
of the Department ovagriculture, however, show that there is very
little grqund for this fear. On the other hand, they destroy such
2 vast‘number of insects_each yvear, that it is probable that with-
qut them many c¢rops wouldvsuffer serious damage.

Of all the thrushes, the robin is probably the best known. lt
has been frequently accused of destroying fruits and.berries, but
it has now been ascertained that this only occurs in regions'that"
are so0 thickly settled that there is no wild fruit upon which the
robin may subsist. In some years the bird is a great pest in the
olive orchards of Califorhia, but‘it.is prebable that they are
driven te the orchards beceuse of the scareity of mative berries
at these times, Where wild fruit is availalble, the birdé seem to
prefer this to the cultivated yarietigs.“ |

Like the robin, the bluebird is very domestic, but unlike the

Yobin, it does not prey upon any cultlvated product or work any ine

jury whatsoever :to the frult growefﬁf Durlng the frult season in

fact, five-sixths of its food conggsts of 1nsects. It seems, there-
. ﬁi;. B .
fore, that the common practice of;@ﬁcouraging the bluebhird to nest

near hauses by placing convenient boxes in which it may build its



home is thoroughly Justlfled

A detailed description of the hablts of the robins and blue-
birds is contained in Bulletin No. 171»of the United States Departe-
menﬁ'of Agriculture. Bulletin No. 280, which has just been pub-
lished, takes up the habits of the six othgr species of the thrush
gropp, which are not duite so wel;.knpwn. These birds also feed
principa;ly on insects and fruit, but a great portion of the fruit
which they consume ;s wild berries, Domestic fruits are eaten so
spéringly by‘these spgciesrthat the damage done is quite negligible,

The bird known as the Townsend shlitaire is noted chiefly for
its saong which is said to‘be at times the fin!st of any of the
thrush fam;ly. This thrush, however, ebnfings itself almost en-
tirely to the mountains and gorges.qf the farAﬂest._ The wood thrush,
on the other hand, is distributed over the eastern part of the United
States, and is a freéuenter of op&in groves and bushy_pastures. This
thrush also is noted for its sweet sqng}_eépecially in the early
evehing. It does not.nesﬁ in_ggrdens or‘orchards, however; and is
seldom seen aboﬁt farm buildings éb that'many}peoﬁle who are famil-
iar with 1ts song would not knaw. the blrd by slght ' The wood thrush
consumes a nu;£é§ 6f‘;é;§fﬁérmful 1nsects such as the Colorado potal”
to beetle and Wh1t§ grubs. »The fruit whxch_i? gats, it uspally
picks up from the ground instead of taking fresh from the tree.
There is therefore no reason why the wood thrush should not be
rigidly protected.

The food of the o;her’#arieties'alsd seems to consist of lit-
tle that it injures anyone to have the virds eat, while on the other
hand they destroy multitudes of_harﬁful insects each year.
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