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TO EXTERMINATE RABID COYOTES.

Washington, D. C. The appropriation by Congress_in
the Urgent Deficiency Act of $75,000 for the control of rabies
among coyotes in the West has enabled the-Bureau of Biological
Survey of the-U. 8. Department of Agriculture, to put 5 inspector:
and 190 hunters in the field, in addition to ité existing organi-
Zation. These mén are to serve in Oregon, Nevada, California, and
Idaho, and along the border in Utah. In addition to these meas~-
ures the Nevada Rabies Commission has signified its intention of
expending a large sum of money under recommendations made by the
Biological Survey, and it ie probable that other States will do
likewise. Stockmep and ranch owners are cooperating by furnishe=
ing horses and forage free of charge. The importance of prevent-
ing the ppread of the disease is fully realized.

The coyote has always been a pest to stockmen, but with the
advent of rabies it has become a serious danger to persons as well
as to stock. 1In many sections of Oregon, Idaho, California, and
Nevada, parents are afraid to send their ohildren to school unleas
they are well guarded, and there is always dangef that domestic
dogs will be bitten by the-mad animals and spread the disease to
theefamilies of their owﬁers. In Oregon and Nevada over L00 per=-
sons have received the Pasteur treatment for rabies within the

past three years and stock intereste have suffered severely. 1In
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one feed lot in Winnemuceca, Nevada, a s£ngle coyote caused the
loss of 23 head of three-year old beef steers.

Althouzh this is regarded as the most serious, it is not the
first out-break of rabies among coyotes in the-Western States. In
1911 the dieease made its appearance in Vallewa County, Oregon, and
spread gouthward. This infeetation still continues. In the
epring of 1915 the disease made its first appearance in northern
Nevada, and at the present time southwestern Idaho, northeastern
California, and approximately the northe¥n half of Nevada‘are ina
fested.

The normal coyote is gunmng dbut cowardly and has a particu-
lar aversion to the scent of a human being. When strickehn with
rabies, however, it does not hesitate to snap at everything in
reach and to attack men as well as dogs and cattle. In thie con=
dition 1t does not eat and consequently can not be Rilled by poise
oned baits.

In ccntrolling-the diseare the Bureau of Biological Survey
pﬁrpoaes first to prevent its spréad by killing off the coyotes
along the borders of the infested districts. After this has heen
done, the infested ar¢as themselves can effectually be rid of the
animals and the dipease stamped out,
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