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FIGHT RODENTS TO SAVE FOOD.

Little Animal Enemies Extract'Heavy Toil from Farmers --
Systematic Campaigns Will Stop Them.

Washington; D. C. C Systematic and organized cam-

paigns, in which the entire community is interested, are suggested as

N means of successfﬁlly exterminating injuricus rodent pesis on‘thé farm
B | by the Bureau of Biclogical Survey of the United States Department of
W ‘Agficulture. There are about 750 formé of rcaents inhabiting the United
S States, and the annual loss which they ceuse in food and feed crops is

estimated at fully $300,000,000. They feed upon érops in the field and

B in storage,_in some cases destroying grass land so completely that ero-
‘R sion follows. In the irrigated sections of the Wesf some spécies burrow
I through the dikéé releasing the water and fiooding the crOpB; Methods

E of exterminating these pests by trappiné and poisoning, which the in-

F dividual farmer as well as the community can employ, are told in Farmers'

Bulletin 932, recently published by the United States Department of Agri-

culture,

~ (Bditors:- The additional details below are for publications
desiring more particulars,)
Any farmer may, by care and industry, free his own premises of harmful
rodents, but he is helpless to prevent an early recurrénce of the trouble un-

less he can secure the active cooperation of his neighbors. The>Department



of Agriculture urges, thnerefore, that wienever possibls the destructior of
these pests be a community undertaking. In the nast, individual efforts of=-
ten supplemented‘by the payment of bounties by State, county or township have
been only partially successful in reducing rodeni deprecations. In many
Western counties the amount paid oul in a single yaar for bounties on pocket
gophers and ground squirreis, would, if wicely expeunded in éoisoning operations
such as have been practiced under Govermment supervision eon public lands, se-
cure the destruction of nearly every such animal in the county and make un-
necessary much further outlay for tie purness,

A few of the rodents which irhabit <he United States are not classed as
injurious as they live in desserts, mountains or swamps and rarely come in
contact with cultivaled crups. Some are valusble because they feed largely
upon insects, some because they produce fur and others because they are use-
ful‘as human food. Cf the injurious species all are native to this country
with the exception of four -~ the house mouse and three kinds of rats --‘but
these four cause approximately two-thirds of ail the damege. Field mice,
kangaroo rats, pocke# gephers, grouﬁd squirrels; nrairie dogs, woodchucks,
and rabbits are among the most destructive of the native species.
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