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Release - Immediate.

RATS IN THE TRENCHES SAID 70 BE DOOCHED.
"Stars and Stripes" Telis of Vork of Bradicating Rodents
on the 3attle Lines.

Washington,kD. C. . The "Stars and Stripes,” the
newspaper published for the Amefican Expeditionary Forces in Franco, recertly
printed the following regarding the work of former members of the scientifie
otaff of the Biological Survey, United States Department of Agriculture:

"As you may have heard five or eleven times already, this ie a scientific
war. Whenever an annoyance or ;n actual menace to the Army is discovered,
scientific steps are taken to annihilate the pest.

- "Even the cootie is doomed, It is said that the research werk is in charype
of an officer to be designated as a Cootenant. Put this story is about rats.

"The rat, figuratively, is alout te bg traﬁped. i year or so ago there
was a man -- a member of the Biological Sﬁrvey~-~'who hadkgreaﬁ,success in
exterminating the pfairie dogs oﬁt in Kensas and Colorado. Whgn America came
into the war, somebody in.the Wa} Department suggested that maybe this scien-
tific exterminator of prairie doés was so good at that job he might ve able ﬁp
solve the rat ﬁroblem in the trenchee. So they ordered him over here 10 give
the raté a criticgl and microscopic look.

"He came 0verrand went up front and studied the rodent, He studied it
by and large, hither and yon, here and there, and through and through. Heb
found out what it ‘liked for supper, and its favorlte flowor/;nd How 1t cared
for its young.' And he doped out avway to lessen 1ts ravages 1if not actually
to exterminate it.

"He found out, too, that not 2ll the rat trouble is at the front. .
large part of it is &t the base vorte, where ths rats get into the big stcrs-
houses, and cause damage neo the food and clothing waiting to go to the freng
Often the rats go rigk+ alcug unm wich the ford and clothirg.

"The rat goscialias msde awn repord ard ra-ompinded that gome men bo
gent to assist him, Ii i3 zoud that bhis vegueat hae deen grawnted and thut
a successful barrege egeinst the ra’ already ka3 been laid down.'
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