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GOlGXQLXN? HUNTXRS KILL 
MNY PREDiQORY tiG,W.,S 

Since 1915, when UncWSsm turned hunter of wild aninals that rorm the 

western ranges and prey on the farmer's live stock, he has accunulated a gaqe 

bag the like of which was never before witnessed in history, according to re- 

ports to the Biological Survey, United States Department of Agriculture, just 

made public. 

By trap and gun the Government hunters have killed a total of 156,150 

predatory wild animals. That period represents the time of Goverment activity 

in that kind of work. The result of this labor is of incalculable bermfit to 

the farmer and stockmn. 

Listing the predatory animals whit!- go to make up the kill total, the 

inventories of the 6-year caqai~n are as follows: 406 bears; 17,842 bobcats 

and lynxes; 133,604 coyotes; 668 mountain lions; and 3,630 wolves. The figures 

represent the total gszte bag of the Govermcnt hunters, varying in number from 

200 to 500, and the kill of State employees engaged in cooperrstive capai..gns. 

The total shows the number of soalpe taken; it does not include the large 

number of animals killed by.poison. Probably the figures would be dcubled 

if those animals, too, were placed in the list. &iny poisoned animals, 

however, are never found. 

During the fiscal year 1921, figurea show the. total number of predatory 

animals killed was 27,637, classified as follows: 89 bears, 2,468 bobcats 

and.lynxes, 24,258 eoyotea, 128 mountain lions, and 594 wolves. The average 

destruction by these animals is estimated to be, for each wolf and mountain I 

lion, about $1,000 worth of live stock; eack! coyote and bobcat, $50 worth; 

and each stock-killing bear, $500 worth. In view of those estimates an idea 

may be obtained of the freme:ldous damage averted by the Government's skilled 

hunters. Those figures are averages; in soae cases, notably that of the Custer 

wolf, the depredations of indivic'ual predatory ami~,I.s have reached much 

higher figures. The Custer ~03f v:as estimated to hplve killed at least 

$25,000 worth of cattle before it was disposed 60 sot lang ago. 



State was the first tci 

starti.ng in 1316, Thf? 

is placed at 32,0&S. 

of wolves killed iz all 16 Sta-t,ea. '?jCZ!iil~ Im:&S second ft.:2 nu3?36-f of wolves 

killed, with 480; B&m Ue;:icc tX,rZ, !-is;- 441; Lio2tam foutik, Gth 339; Sri;om 

fifth, Xi.tII 183; and Utah sixtk, vi+:? 10. 

In the nuzdxr of coyotss rrhore ~ca?.ps hi-:vn bcea take:? bv Sover~imnt !lur;-ler:: 

and in cooperative ca~~paiens, IBvadn lesrls aith 27,173; Dtnk. is :jeCoitd, Ct? 

18,767; Texas, third, viith 14,530; Id&o, fourth, nrith 14,454; Cmgo::;, fifth, 

witi: 10,351; and i”l:lsh!.ngton, sixth, nit5 9,631. 

In 6 States the number of bobcsts and lynxes disposed of duricg t?c? 6 

years runs into four figures as follous: xcvada, 4,86!; Utah, 2,66'!; TOX?S, 

2,139; Oregon, 2,045; Idaho, 1,418; md i%e~ L&~ico, 1,392. 

Arizona and New tiexico account for marl;,~ tao-tlrirds of the tot?:1 z~&;ar of 

mountain lions killed, -their totals being 255 1=nd 170, respctivcly. In ttn:: ) 

?1 mountain lions were. kill-?d; in Crck;o;?, 43; Colorsdo, 36; in S~liio~-2*~, 39; 

and in XBvnda, 24, 


