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Depredations of meadow mice in the 0rchard.s of central Washington 

and Idaho are reported to the Bureau of Biological Survey, United States . . ._ . _ . . . . . ” . . . 

Departuent of Agriculture, to be much more severe this year than usual. . -. . 

Agents of the department are at work in that section cooperding with . . _. 

State agencies in checking the activities of the pests by meaiz of 

poison, which is discriminately placed over la& areas of orchard ia.nd. . . . . 

“In sections where poison has been used,” reads a report to the . 

department from its field representative in Washington, “no mice were- . , . . . . 

found on second inspection. Where no poison was used, meadow mice were . . . .._. 

actually -found in tte set, of girdling (stripping the bark from the .tre.e) 

f ruit trees on the south. slope where the snow had melted. In one 20-acre . 

orchard mide had damaged fruit trees to the extent of $SOO.? - 

In Idaho, field mice have in some instances destroyed 25 per cent 

of the orchard trees, according to another report to the department. In . . . . 

one orchard alone the damage is reported by the owner to have reached . . 

37,000. In Idaho, as in Washington, poison, prepared and spread by . . . 

persons properly instructed through cooperation of the department, is 

doing effective work in checking the damage, 
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