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USE POISON TO CONTROL
MICE IN FRUIT ORCEARDS

Depredations of_megdoy mice in the orchards of central Wash;ngtoq
gnd_;daho_are repq;ted“tp t@e Bpregu‘of Béolpgicg1"$qu¢y,'Ugitednsygtes
Department of Agricglture,_to be mpch more severe this.yggr'thap ugggl.
Agenﬁs'of thg department are gt work in_ﬁhai septipn coopergtipg with
State sgenciss in chepking the activities of the‘pesﬁs by means»pf
poison,‘wh?qh is“di§;r;minately placed ovg;‘largékaregs of o;chard‘land.

‘>";n sgctions Where‘ppispp has beeg gsgd,"_reads_a raport to_thp_
~department from its field representative ih Weshington, "no mice were
ﬁognq on seCOndA;nspection.> Where_no poisqnuwas uged}_maaﬂpw m;pp were
actually found in the act of_gird;ing_(gtripping.the bark from the.frge)
fruit trees on the scuth slope where the snow had meltedTA In one 20-acre
orchard mide had damaged fruit trees to the extent of $500."

In Idaho, field mice have ip some instances destroyed 25 per cent
of the prqhard treeg, aqcording tp anqther report tp the departmsntf. In
one orchard alosne the damage is reported by the owrer to have ygached
§?,000. In Idaho, as in Washingbon, poison, prepared and spread by
persons propgr;y instructgd through cooperation of the department, is

doing effective work in checking the deamage.
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