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Release - Immediate.

MICE AND OTHER RODENTS CAUSE
HEAVY LOSS TO ORCHARDISTS.

Rat, mouse, and other rodent depredations in New England, New York,

the Biological Survey, United States Department of Agriculture, with a
view to assisting local authorities in checking the great losses being
inflicted by these pests. They do serious damage to fruit trees.

A synopsis of the findings of a representative of the department in
the States thus far visited follows:

Maine--Loss of approximately 1,000,000 apple irees in ilaine during
the past 10 years is attributed primarily to winter killing and secondnrily
t0 mice. In one vear the loss due to mice was estimated at 7% per cent
of the young trees of the State. Best protection, although not altogether
adequate, is afforded by wire screens of suitcble mesh, dipped in paint,
and set around the base of the tree. Poisoning in the fall also is recom-
mended.

New Hampshire--The apple industry has TGCGIVGd.3 severe setback in
New Hampshire, due largely to ne*lect qnd the ravages of the gypsy moth,
and 10 a less extent to fisld mics. Apparently the turn for the better has
cone. Orchardists are finding protectien against mice in the use of wire
mesk nt the base of the young tree. Rabbits and woodehucks also do con=-
siderable damage to orchards in certain sections.

Verment.--A 1ittle damage is reported each year, but not snourh to be
called serious.

liassachusotts.--Severe damage was done to the orchards of the State
two years ago by mice, and bridge-grafting of 13,000 trees wos immediately
undertaken which afforded o large saving to farmers, according to a report
by the State extenaion officianls. Zuropean hares are causing damage to
orchardists in the vicinity of Great Barrington. Rats seem to be particu-
larly numerous in the Connecticut Valléy, and are a great pest. (Rats along

the water fron% in Bosion are said by local zuthorities 6 Ye numerous.)
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Rhode Islnpd.-—?oodchuoks beatl mice apd rats in inilictiny damage to
farmers in Rhode Islanﬁ. Trese animals are fond of the soy Tean, work
iast, cover ruch ground, and destroy a large area of beans quickly. Ruats
abound also and in many instances farmers are unable to buy secd, feed,
and provisions in large guantities because of their inability to protect
then from rats. HMethods of mouse poisoning with grain and sweet-potato
tait and of ral poisoning with barium ceroocnate were demonstrated by a
representative of the department to upproximaitely 150 leruers.

Connecticut. -~-Investisation of one large farm ceoaxtaining 19,000 fruit
trees showed heavy infestation by aimost everw rodent pest known to New
Eagland. Pine cnd mecdow mice had been extrouely destructive to orchard
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trees; woodchucks were numerous; cottontail rabbits drnmzsed ths tree
sone extent; moles plowed up the lawps; and Buropea: hares were in the
vicinity. The entire farm was a haven for many varieties of pests.

New York.--Serious orchard damage {rom mice occurred two yeurs age in
the Hudson River fruit section, south ofrAlbany, and in western New York,
but'little definite informntion is availlable as to darmge ot the nresent

time. One authority estimates tliat thore is a loso of ai lonst 14 per cent
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of young apple trees each year. As there are at least 3,000,000 young

apple trees ia the State, such a loss would arount to several huadred
thousand dollars annually and in a bad yeur would casily mount into the
millions.

Pennsylvania.-~Although Peansylvania is one of the largest apple-produc-
ing States, detailed information concerning rodent devredations in orchurds
ig so incomplete that an accurate survey at this ﬁime is inmpoasible. Rubbit
injury to orchards in Pernuasylvanin is more noticeable thar in most States,
as the rabbits are protccted by law for 11 of the 12 monthse ™mcdehmceko arve
fairly numerous and cause znnoyaice and some injury. The injurw to young
irees from mice appears considsrable in many ssctions.

liew Jersey.-~Clocer observation is boing made of the damage done by
rocents, and first steps in the develomment of control measures are beinr
undertaken.

Delaware.--There has been some damage e orchard trees by pine and
meadow nmice, “ut not enoush to arouse the interest of extension specialists

in the matter,
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