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LIICE AND OTHER RODEXTS CAiiSE 
HEAVY LOSS TO ORCHARDISTS. 

Rat, mouse, and other rodent depredstions in Near Ecgland, IJevr York, 

and along t:le north Atlantic seaboard are under active investigation by 

the Biological Survey, United States Department of Agriculture, with a 

vice; to assisting local authorities in checking the great losses being 

inflicted by these pests. They do serious damage to fruit trees. 

A synopsis of the findings of a representative of the department in 

the States thus far visited follows; 

7: * oz.ine--Loss of approximately l,OOO,OOO apple trees in Xnine during 

the past 10 years is attributed primarily to ainter killing and secondarily 

to mice. In one year the loss due to mice 7~2s estimated at 7* per cent 

of the young trees of the State. Best protection, although not altogether 

adequate, is afforded by rJiro screens of suit~blo mesh, dipped in paint, 

a:ld set around the base of the tree. Poisoning in the fail, also is recom- 

mended. 

New Hampshire--The apple industry has received a severe setback in 

Nm Hampshire, due largely to ne$ect and the ravages of the gypsy moth, 

and to a less extent to field mice. Apparently the turn for the better has 

c one . Orchardisto are finding protection against mice in the use of wire 

met!: nt the base of the young tree. Rabbits and noodchuckc also do con- 

siderable damage to orchards in certain sections. 

Vermont .--A little damage is reported each year, but not o:?ou1;:2 to be 

called serious. 

I.Iassnc:?uscttts .--Severe damage vras done to the orchards of the State 

two years ago by mice, and bridge-grafting of 13,000 trees \?fts irrii:ledistely 

undertaken which afforded a large saving to farmers, according to a report 

by the State extension officials. Suro.pez Ilarcs 2re cousi;2g &>m.age to 

orchardists in the v'iciility oi Great Barrington. Rats seem to be particu- 

larly numerous in t'ne Connecticut ValGy, end are a great pest. (R&to along 

the water fro115 in Boston are said by locnl aut:?orities to be numerous.) 
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i?ilOde ISlZild .--?oodchuc& Lc;t mice and ruts in inllictiil< &ml;-lg:c to 

fnrmrs in Rhode Island. T?.ese ~~i.~als crc fond of the soy :ee.:1, y,-:ork 

iast, cover rmch ground, and destroy a large area of beans quickly. Ikit s 

abound also and i;? many instances farmers arc unable to buy sec4, feed, 

and provioiom in large quantities because of their inability to p:-otoct 

then fro:n mts. Xet?iods of mouse poisor,i.:lf5 ?vit!: grain and sweet-potato 

bait and of rat poissning wit11 bariurl corb?l:a+o 'vere danomtrated by a 

representative of the dopartzmnt . . t0 i~prxOxxn-~ely 150 larimrs. 

Connecfic~~t . --Investi;l;~tion of 0x23 irtrge f.IIT cc3tainiiig 19,(IOcI Irilit 

trees S~OVO~ heavy i:-lfestation by aino~t ever:r i*odent pest kiloT:Z? to JJen 

E;@md. Pine c:ld neado*;j nice had been extremely destructive -TV orchard 

trees; W?OdChCkS were numerous; cottontail rabbit:: dmlay,ed -:!-.a trees to 

sorx extent; noles plowed up the lavms; and Zuropea:: hares mro in tho 

viciaity. The entire farm TJFIS a hve;z for nmy variatics of pests. 

New York.--Scrioue archa;-d damage iron nice occurred Tao -yoibrs np;o in 

the Hudson River fruit section, south of Albany, a:ld ii? western Xerr York, 

but little definite informtior; is av:;ilnblc as 50 damgo 2.t the press& 

time. One aut,:;ority estimate:; t1:o.t thore is n loss of a,?: loa.nt l-i per cent 

of younp, apple trees each year. As there are at le,?st 3,01)0,000 young 

ELFpie trees ii1 tht: StGbfT, SUZF. Cl 1033 vcu~d nr,,o~--it t0 several hllildTCd UL - . 

thousand dollars mnua1Z.y :ni! in a. bad yez ?jould easily mouilt into ,the 

millions. 

Fennsylvani~.--nl~hou~~~ Pe-n~~sylva:lin is 0510 of the largest applc-produc- 

ing States, detailed infornation co::cerning rodc:-,t de;>rodations i:l o-ch.;rds 

is SO incornplote that Xl nCCul*atO survey o.t this tine is inpoasibla. RILbbi~~ 

i3jwy to orcl-inr<s in Pemsylvmic. is more :ioticeaWe thar: ir; mos+, States, 

as the rabbits ore protcctcd by law for 11 of the 12 months. '~'?cd.cT-:L:c::r 7yi:--c 

fsirly nmerous and cause armoyn::ce end some injury. The illiUl".~ +o 5, * d ;' 0,111 ;y 4 

trees fron mice appears considerable in many sections. 

Eev jersey. --Closer observation is boing made of the damage done by 

rodents, and first steps in the develop!mezt of control masures are bein::: 

undertaken. 

Delaware.--'i'i;ere has bee:? some damage to o;-chard trees by pine :mi! 

acadon mice , but not enough to s.rouse the i,rterest of extmsion spccioliots 

in the matter. 
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