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“If you ore sent rrftor l?im, bring him in, ro:;ar3ie3s of l-iov: you hkwe 

to get liim ,‘I That square-$azed senteilce goundn like parting ,.vords of advice 

to a posse of deputy ehcriffs. Rut in this raae it doe:, not apply to man 

trailera, but to animal hunters. It is +he slogan of the covornment hunters 

employed by the Biolo &Cal. Survey of the United States Department of Agri- 

culture to protect th e herdn cnti. flacks of the Fest against the depredation8 

of stock killers. All through +&e 1 ange country and sometimes farther east 

these patient an2 pcrsiatcnt meil poiscn the cunning coyote, trap the wary 

wolf, and shoot -Ihe moat-hungry mountain lion and bobcat. Soaro, usually 

protected, sometimes go on a rampage, and when their appetites make them a 

nuisance the hunters so out and settle tile ranchers’ grudge in a legal and 

effective manner. 

Many a jaded city business mar travels thcusCmdP of miles and spends 

thousands of dollars for equipment and other expenses to hunt big g,ame. It 

may seem at first that the Department of Agriculture is missing a bet by 

not turning the job over to these sportsmen inst;>ad of paying out good money 

to men who do nothing but enjoy the -Ihrills of the chase., But there are 

good reasone. First, in order to -Irap, Yhgot, or poioon these killere, a 

man must posseoa expertncse acquired only after yea.rs of pitting his wits 

against the cunning of the wild. lad, .?t!SO, men are needed who enjoy the 

society of a horse and their own cooking veil enough to stick to the job 

year in and year out. 

But there are men who take the jobs, and zt very moderate wages. At 

the precent time there are 150 trained and seasoned Government hunters on 

the job v?orking for a monthly wage of from $75 to $150, the yay depending 

upon their expertneso. i3ut this money isn’t clear. Out of his pay the 

hunter must feed from tv~o to four horses, wF,ick he owns, su?$y his camp 

outfit, and feed himself. :&diti.onal huntora are hired by State governments 

end associations of stock raisers to help in this work. 



of the federal and cooperati-e 'iunterz ani nian c,z.r~paigno where sximals 

are particularly troublesome or whore zcxe lone four-footed bandit has iong 

eluded CD v:ould-be captors. 

'ill?Flt thfI?Se Fredat OI'Y LXiIilEl10 are expensive boarders and a noticeable 

drain on the i?stion's food zupply iz Jhovm by an eztimate of the United S‘tatez 

Departmext of Agriculture that before the active campaign by the Government 

hunterz beg&n, the tooth % lid I"r;ng tax upon otockmel~ ,mounted to from $20,- 

000,000 tc $30,G30,000 a year. The rancher haz always battled against his 

anii?d enemies with pi, traps, poisons, bounties, and inclosures, but 

better >ro.;reze io made now that zc ience has taken a hand and men make a 

business of killing the killers. 

However, +he Governmel+ is not content with hunting the animals that 

are doing dmage -to live stock 03 dur rzncheo and to gome ilz the forests. 

It does its best to keep out hungry Ixois-es and other marauding beasts com- 

ing from Mexico. Hunters :*ratch the passes leading into the border States, 

and arrangements have been made I:Ctll Mexican stockmen to keep up a force of 

men -that help our hunters patrol the international boundary. Hunters in 

tho voxious States cooperate in like manner. A notorious animal bandit is 

run to earth in much the same way az humail bandits are hunted by sheriffs in 

Ldjoining counties. 

Scalps and skins turned in during the past year furnioh positive 

evidence of the killing of nearly 31,000 predatory ani,mals--6f37 timber 

wolvez, 27,185 coyotes, 2,827 bobcats and Canada lynxes, 1.73 mountain lions, 

and 114 stock-killing bears. it is estimated that &bout 50,000 additionni 

coyotes were killed by poisoning, which brings the tctal up to 8G,OOO stock 

killers destroyed-during the year. -.e- -~ 

The experience of ztookmen and hunkers leads to the cstima-be -?h& the 

destruction of this large number of predatory a:limals represented a saving 

in ztock and game during the year of more than $4,OGC,GGO, In addition, 

the skins of the animals killed bring in a tidy sum, the tOta1 so far turned 

into the treasury from this source amcunting to $283,000. 

The spectacular method of hunting wolves and coyotes with large bands 

of men wit]1 guns and dogs ha.3 lar;;ely given way to quieterbut more effeo- 

tive meE33. The hunter always carries a gun, but he now depends a great 



-3- 

deal more upon traps and Foisoned baits. iibout 1,229, OGC of these baits 

were carefully placed by Governmen t homier:, during the last year. h!O8t Of 

them are put out in winter, but they are often used in summer in the desert 

country, especially around watering places. 

Poisoned carcasses are used with great success on the high ranges where 

the winter weather is very cold and natural food during that season is scarce, 

Small bits of fat containing the poison are put into deep cuts in the flesh, 

and these baits are available all through the winter or Until tile carcssse9 

are consumed, I%.en the herds ,and flocks are taken back in the spring, fol- 

lowing one of these winter poisoning campaigns, calves and lambs find life 

much easier, But when the stock is taken back t’ne hunters go ahead for the 

safety of the dogs and destroy the remains of the poison stati.ons, 

Reports from various parts o f the Vest show that the hunters are kill- 

ing coyo-tes in large numbers by this method. For instance, two hunters 

placed a 300-mile poison line in about 5 wsek8, using 20 horses and burros 

for bait. ‘JYhen they got back to the beginning of the loop they found 40 

dead coyotes at the first ~CJO stations, Stockmen all alo>Ig the line told 

of finding from 14 to ‘73 of the pests. 

Sometimes the depredations of stock killers are so bad in a locality 

that the ranchmen send in a hurry call to a Government inspector for hunters 

to relieve them. In one section of Arizona last year czzttle raiser3 tide- 

graphed that wolves wore doing much damage. The inspector and a hunter went 

to the scene immediately and put out a line of poison vIhich in a few days 

had killed off three wolves and several coyotes, The hunter stayed on the 

job and trapped four more wolves, cleaning out the entire pack of seven 

within a month, 

The records of the Biological Survey are vrell sprinkled vrith accounts 

of the killing of predatory animals that had made reputations for cunning 

and destrUCtiVsne8a. In Montana two bureau hunters got the notorious Prior 

Creek wolf. He had been a. terror to the cattle ra.nges for 6 years, killing 

large numbers of calves and ponies, but in spite of ixia uncanny knovlecige 

of traps these hunters caught him within 6 days of the time they arrived 

on his range, 



An Arizolzrz &:rizzl;r bzar had been killing cattle every spring for 1G 

years, and stockmen bad oifered bounties for his hide ranging from $lCC 

to $5CC, but orivc+te hurters and trappers ha< simply Feasted their time in 

trying to get him. A hunter employed by the Department of Agriculture and 

the State of Arizcna finally got him after a thrilling hunt in which the 

pack of dogs was whipped and the bear stopped by a bullet when he was only 

15 feet away. It is estimated tha.t in 4 yearr thio grizzly killed between 

$25 GO0 wand $30,000 T::orth of live stock, , md that in his lifetime he did 

no less than $75,000 worth of da?:lage to rancllers. he waa the most de- 

structive animal in the State in recent years. That he was a powerful 

beast is indicated by his measurements and the size of some of the animals 

he killed, The bear \?eighed 1,500 pounds, and when standing erect he could 

have reached up to a height of 8 feet. In one week he killed 12 head of 

cattle, among them a pure-bred Hereford bull weighing 1,500 pounds. 

One day this fall a Government hunter in Washington trapred the Han- 

ford wolf, an elusive killer t!-iat had been making depredations on live stock 

for more than 2 years, during which time i-t is thought he destroyed at least 

$5,000 tvorth of stock. He V.Q.S finally caught in a trap that had been care- 

fully concealed in a trail. He dragged the trap and c!?ain nearly 7 miles 

befsre the hunter overtook and killed him. 

In bringing in these old trap-wise mimnls hunters sometimes need the 

last ounce of patience they possess. Cne of them had tried for a long time 

to catch an old female wolf that had lost o foot in a trap and had become 

90 cautious that no trap could get her. She also refused the attraction of 

poisoned bait. Then the hunter took his bed gear a water hole and stayed 

there every night. Finally he shot the three-footed wolf within 10 feet 

of his bed. 

There are more of the elements of sport in hunting the mountain lion 

than in hunting most of the other predatory animals, They are particularly 

destructive of colts and also make heevy inroads on deer and other protected 

game. Usually the hunters go after them with gun and dogs, and in recent 

years have stopped their ravages in many localities, Last winter in one of 

the big deer yards of Liontan*- ~1. a hunter killed 5 lions in one afternoon and 

from November 26 to June 3C he got 23 of them. 



Predatory animals are fsug3-t lare;ely because of thn do.tnage they do to 

herds and flocks of domestic animals, bul it has Seen found that they kill 

off iarge numbers of game birde and animals. Whsre the killers have been 

thinned out by the Government hunters and others there haa been a notice- 

able increase in the numbers of quail, grouse, and other ground-nesting 

birds. 

During the year hunters have carried on campaigne in nearly every 

State weet of the Miaaisaippi River and al80 in Michigan, The Govern- 

ment has also put on demonstrations in ?Jisaouri, Iowa, and Indiana, and 

stockmen in Louieiana, ~i~Coi~oin, Minnesota, North Dakota, end other 

States have been given information on hov tc combat theoe peats of live 

stock. 

Ever elnce the first colonists landed on theee ahares we have been 

fighting the v5ldernese end it looks ns if :Te wil?c have to keep it .up for 

some time to come. The more skillful the hunters the more cunning be- 

come the hunted. 
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