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&As are probably decreasing in numbers in the 

Whited States, says the united States I)epartmsnt of Agriculture, although their 

decrease is only beginning to be apparent. The chief factors responsible for any 

decrease are present-day sanitary requirements and modern building, which m&e it 

increasingly difficult far rats to find food and shelter; a national urge against 

all unnecessary waste; and a better understanding generally of th6 relation of 

rats to human economy. 

Furthermore, as facts relating to the spread of cosnnunicable disease ha& 

become better kn?wn, more general in$erest in rat control has been stimulated, 

more effective means of destroying rats have been developed, and information a~- 

g,arding these methods has been widely distributed. Parmers~ Bulletin 1533-F, 

FE&t Contrdlv" @F*m?bJ: Qmbb SGvert o&the Biological Survey, and just la- 

sued by the department, cgntgsins meny egg&ions for the control of rate on the 

f&m and in the city. 

Permanedt exclusion of rats may be brought about by rat-proofing build- 
i’ngs and.other structures cqonlj~ inhabited by the rodents; by removing any 
posei? shelter; and by cutting off thc:r food supply. Details on methods of 
acckmplishing these objeotives are di scusced in the, bulletin, as Well as such 
cOntr.Ol methods ~8 pofeohing, fumigating, trapping, and use of deterrents. 

.- 
Although ketting rid of rats is largely an 1ndi~fdue.l problem, rat in- 

festation hati a serious effect on the whole corasmnity, snd organised control ef- 
fort is highly desirable. A-person nho slloas rats to increase on his property 
until they menace the ‘entire neighborhood becomes an obJect of public Qoncern* 
and a city that permits ite refuse dump to serve as a breeding ple.ce for hordee 
of these pests is committing a grave injustice to its population. Ridding a 
rPbale community of rats can best be accomplis~ead by organized efforts of all the 
ci tiseno. .The.#epartment will gladly assist such organization8 through the Bio- 
logical Surcrey in planning, organfsing, and prosecuting antirat campaigns by 
furnishing prelknirsary plans, general instructions, ssx&e copies of posters, 
and other publicity material and, where possible, the perama3 services of a 
leader. 

A copy of the bulletin h&y be obtained by writing to the United States 
Departm~at of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 
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