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SPORTS IEN REQUESTED TO
SPORT BATNDED WILD FOWL

As a means of obtaining ﬁrecise information
relative to North American wild fowl, the Purrau of Biological Survey of the
United States Depert.nent of Agriculture, with the aid of volunteer cooperators
throughout the country, is engaged in vanding large numbers of birds. The
bands ars made of aluminum or copper, and in addition to a serial number they
carry the legend "Notify Biological Survey, Washington, D. C.M

Sportsaen are reguested by the Department of Agriculture to aid in
these investigations by reﬁorting to it all banded birds that come to their
attention. In additién t2 the number that 1s on the band attached to the
bird's leg, the date and place of capture chould te given. In reply the de-
partment will supply the bdanding recerd to the person rendering the report.

At the opening of the 1928 hunting season, between 15 and 20 stations
were in opsration for the banding of tiose tirds, while at many others birds
have been Eanded in large nuﬁbars in previena gseasons. Thess statione extend
from Mzine and South Carolina on the Atlantic cog;t, to Washington, Oregen,
and California in the West, with others in the Canzdian Provinces and in

Alagka. More than 30,000 ducks and geese have been banded, and valuable in-

formation already has been received from the reports sent in by hunters.
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Sportsmen accordingly are uried to examine the ducks and other wild fowl
tney kill and réport every bvand obtained. |

The following records from the banding files of the Biological Survey .
will wllustrate the character of the information that is being accumilated:

A mallard banded at Leduc, Alberta, on October 23, 1926, was killed at Robert-
son Lake, Texas. on November 27, 1926. Two mallards banded at Browning, I1l.,
in November, 1922, were killed, one ncar Sacramento, Calif., in Deceﬁber,
1923, and the other in Glascock County, Georgia, in November, 1924. Another ™,
mallard banded in January, 1923, at Cuivre Island, Mo., wag killed iﬁ June

of the same year at Willow Lake, Mackenzie. 4 baldpate, or widgeon, banded
in August, at Davidson, Saskatchewan, was killed ncar Houston, Tex., in De-.
cember of the same year. A green-winged teal banded at Avery Island, la.,

in December, 1922, was killed in September, 1923, at Lethbridge, Alperta,

and three otners banded at the same time and place were recovered in the

fall of 1923 and in 1924 from points in the Sacramento Valley, Calif.

Another of these little ducks, banded on the Bear River marshes, Great Salt
Lake, Utah, in July, 1926,-was killed in Ncvember of the same year in the
State of Sinaloa, Mexico.

The problems studied by this method of research chiefly relate ta the
mysterious migrations of birds. New and pertinent facts are continually |
being brought to light through an intensive application of the banding
method, and it is to 2id these investigations that sportsmen are asked to
cooperate by reporting all banded wild ducks and other. species killed duringﬁ
the season. - | |
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