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PROTECTION OF SWANS
NOT TO BE DIMINISHED

Biological Survey Chief Explains Continued

Protection of the Species in Spite of
Alleged Destructive Habits

Explaining why no open segson on Swans had been
provided in the recent amendments to the regulations under the migratory-bird
treaty act, Paul G. Redington, chief of the Bioclogical 3Survey of the United
States Department of Agriculture, stated that he considered that to recommend
an open season in the United States at this time on these beautiful and com-
paratively rare birds would be a violation of this cduntry's obligations under
our tréaty with Great Britain. Many requests had come to the Biological Survey
to allow limited shooting of swans, the plea being made that they were destroy-
ing wild-fowl food plants by pulling them up by the roots in such quantity as
to menace the future supply for other waterfowl. Answering thié charge spe-
cifically, Mr. Redington said that investigations made by the Biological Survey
do not show that swans destroy wild-fowl food to any greater extent than do
other species of waterfowl. In fall and winter they take the parts they like,
but leave sufficient seeds, fragments of rootstocks, tubers, etc., to insure
reproduction of the food crops the next season. "If this were not true," he
stated, "swans would be compelled to abandon their favorite wintering grounds,
and the fact that they do not.do so, but instead return to them year after
year is really a guarantee that their feeding habits are not so pernicious as

is believed."
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Swans have been given complete protection throughout %1iis country, lr.

Redington explained, Tor two reasuns. Iz ih
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our two species combiced is 1ot large. ewnd in che sccond place. as practically
all the svans of castern North America winter in a Limited arez in the Middle

Aslantic States, lrfeparable daraze
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> sozueies would result if shooting
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were permitted. ¥Of the twi species of swans.® he seid, "the trumpeter swan
has been fou years near ths verge of extinctiown. Owing to the fact that it

is impractical le to expect the average gunner to distinguich between the
trumpeter anc the wahistling swans, it has seemed necessary 1o give all swans
close protection. Th= Biolngical Survey hag given the situation the most care-
ful consideration, which it greatly deservas, since an error at this stage
might very well resuit in “he totzl exterminaition of a rare and valvable
speciesg.

e st not lose sight of the fact," he added, “that swans are wild
fowl and cven while satirely protected are cntitled to a share of the common
food supnly. In ouher words, the swans should not ve held gullty of stealing
food that does not bulong to them. The complexities that enter into the situa-
tion are dus o the .ucreasing popularity o the sport of auck shooting and
to the fear taat svans may be unduly damagirg the foeding grounds of wild
ducks. The conswypvion of wild-duck foodls and ¢f baits by swans is one of the

hazards of thr sport of duck shooting under existing conditions, and it is im-
possible by v:szulati o to arrange every deteil of the whole problem to the en-
tire satisfactinn of :veryone. The swan is eniitled to a very charitable at-
titude on t».. Hart of the zunner, especially in view of the bird's rarity and
ites unique ualities. M

The Biological Survay is keeping the matter under investigation with
a view to safesuarding the species for the enjoyment not only of the present
generation but of those Lo Tollew in later years. Mr. Bedington closed his
statement with a plea for the sympathetic comsideration of all sportsmen, "in
view of the ro‘her precariocus condition of the whistling swan and the still
more dubious situation of the trumpeter swan." Swans enjoy similar protection
in Canada, under the terme of the treaty protecting birds that migrate between
the two countries.
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