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Inividuals whe have tesn defranding ceveral coulle
ties in eastern Teshivston by wnlavfully collceting bounty mensy hove been ox—
posad recently 2 g rasvlt of efforts by one of the predatory-animal hunters of
the Burcau of Bilological Survey, U. S. Dasvertment of Acriculturs., Seversl couns—
ties in the State ooy DYountiss of 35 on Dobeats and $1 on coyotes on wresento—
tion cf the velis to the vroner county of ficlal, who removes the right frout foot

when he allows the hovaty. The claimant retains the skin

An auditeor of Waltzen County, Wash., aswed the Biolozical Survey hunver
how many “otcats Lz wsuglly causkt in the couniy in a season's work. The hunter
replied that ordiuarily he A4 not take mors than four or Five in three zeanons.

The avditor intimste«d thabt parhaps the Fadorsl huntoer was not fully acouvainiad
vith local conditions, because tlat day a men hed orescntod for bounty 24 boteats
and bad declared on affidavit that Ze had caveht them in the immediate vicinity

1

within a ovoricd ¢f 30 deys., The metter was then renmorted to the sheriff, who

soon apprehended the man., It was found that he had collected a tctal of $652 in
bounties on 129 “obsats and 7 coyotes and alsc that most of the sking preosented

as bobecats were ¢f small ocelots, animals of the far Southwest, and of little

sotthern wildcets, also talen ontside the State,

Not long -1t3r this incldent, annthzr bouwnty hunter entered trhe State
and presented 35 bobeats for bounty in Pend Ore 1ile ,nunt,. e then vent fo
Stcvens Countr and collected bounty on 42 more. He then collected on 30 more in
Chelan County end latsr on 40 in Zitititas County. Theo ‘“ﬁfy pfficials Lacame
suspiciaus, started an investigation, and succe:xded in havins the man arrcoted at
Spoizane. Thoy found 74 bobeats snd a cack corntoinine 256 extra bobeat feet in
his car. Close cxrmination revasrlad that fost had been sewed onto come of the
siZins. The Biolegical Survey loarned that Shis same man tad appeared bofore the
Thitman County Gire Commission recoantly and had stroazly condemmed the Biological
Survey's pald-huntor method of predatory-animal control

The bounty system of cncoursging the copture of wild animals has often
led to fraud, sav officials of the Blo;omlcal Survey, who characterize the
Washington caces as varticulsrly vernicious examples. Fortnnﬂtely the arrcst of
these fravdulcent bount: hunters has brolken up the activities of thieves in the

tate and the Biolozical Survey Del'e'ev it should 2o far to demonstrate some

of the serious Aisadvants boumty systom os an agency ian vredatory—
animal control. ~—~~~—P ——————— 8226~-30
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