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INVEST IG A T IO N  O F  C R A R G E S  C L E A R S  
B E A R  R IV E R  R E F U G E  S U P E R IRTENDENT  

G e o r g e , E . M u s h b a c h , s u pe r i n t e n den t o f th e  B e a r  

R ive r  (U tah )  M ig ra to ry  B i rd  R e f’u g e , h a s  b e e n  e x o n e r a te d  o f c ha r g es  m a d e  by  a  

n u m b e r  o f l oca l  s po r t smen  o f U ta h , th e  B u r e a u  o f B io log ica l  Su r vey  a n n o u n c e d  

to - d a y  (Feb r ua r y  2 1 ) , a fte r  c o n d uc tin g  a  th o r o u g h  invest igat ion.  M r . X u s h b a c h , 

th e  invest igato rs  fo u n d , h a s  b e e n  consc ien t ious,  e fficie n t, a n d  i ndus t r i ous  i n  

th e  d i s cha r ge  o f h is  d u ties. 

T h e  comp l a i n ts a ga i n s t k shbach  i n c l u ded  c ha r g es ; ( 1 )  th a t h is  m a n a g e -  

m e n t o f th e  w a te r  o n  th e  r e fu g e  was  a  p r i nc ipa l  c ause  o f th e  o u tb r e a k  o f duck  

s ickness th e r e  i n  th e  fa l l  o f 1 9 3 2 ; ( 2 )  th a t h e  fa i l e d  to  c o o p e r a te  wi th loca l  

s po r t smen  a n d  wi th th e  S ta te  F ish  a n d  G a m e  D e p a r tm e n t; a n d  ( 3 )  th a t o n  un i ts  o f 

th e  r e fu g e  d e s i g n a te d  as  pub l i c  s h o o tin g - g r o u n d s  h e  d e l i b e r a te ly  r a i sed  a n d  

l owe r e d  w a te r  l eve ls  i n  o r de r  to  spo i l  th e  s h o o tin g , 

T h e  b u r e au * s  invest iga t ion  i n c l u ded  e x a m i n a tio n  o f -testim o n y  by  t@ e  M i- 

g r a to ry  W i ldfowl  C o m m itte e  o f th e  U ta h  S ta te  S p o r tsm e n ~ s  Assoc ia t i on  p r e s e n te d  

a t a  m e e tin g  D e c e m b e r  1 5  a t th e  S ta te  Cap i to l  B u i l d i ng  i n  S a lt L a k e  City. De -  
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tailed study also was made of the records and correspondence having to do with 

Mushbachls administration of the refuge, and consideration was given to the 

testimony of many other persons who had expressed their interest and desire to 

be ’ heard. As a result of the investigation, the Biological Survey has found 

that the charges are not supported by the facts available for examination, 

Commenting on the resolution introduced in the State Senate of Utah, 

on February 16, requesting that Congress conduct an investigation of Mushbach*s 

administration of the Bear River Refuge, Paul G. Redington, Chief of the Biolog-- 

ical Survey, expressed the opinion that such an investigation would probably 

result in conclusions similar to those already reached by the Bureau. He added, 

however: 

ItIn view of the fact that the situation has excited so much controversy 

&ong sportsmen and others interested in the management of the refuge, the 

Biological Survey would welcome a review of all the facts by a Congressional 

committee, if Congress should find the investigation warranted. Should the 

resolution now before the Utah Senate reach the National Congress and receive 

favorable action, it would then be possible to have witnesses summoned and 

records produced. Then all the facts relating to the past and present adminfs- 

tration of the refuge and the extent and nature of the efforts made by State 

and Federal officials to reduce the 1932 outbreak of duck sickness on the Bear 

River marshes could be placed before the committee. The decision, me are con- 

fident, would definitely confirm the conclusions of the bureau and settle an 

issue that has caused much dissentf0n.s 
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