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EIOLOGICAL SUHVEY AIDS
STAHVING DUCKS N POTGMC

dnia Wardens assist in
cora %o wat

Lot L

Duoks along the Potomac bdelow Washingbon are facing atarvation and
disaster with the river nearly filled with ice., On Monday (Fedruary 12), State
Geme Commissiensr William S, Snow, of Alexandria, assisted by State Game Warden
¥, Barry Johmsen, surveyed conditions down the river 3 niiu below Alexandria
and put corm out for the birds as best they could in open spaces on the river,

Yosterday (Fedrusry 13), the corn was gone smd actiag on recoumendation of
United States Geme Protector Louis A, Bremchaud, of n:nugton the Bureau of
mﬁhgicd Survey purchased a half tor of corn, and on Tuesday this was put out
at -mtogio. points on the river as far dowa as Gunsten Cove, by Branchemd, aided
by Virginia Wardens Johnsea and Mills, special deputy Boswell, eand Robert Wheet,
& volunteer assistant,

™e ducks affected inoclude black ducks, mallards, canvasbecks, and lesser
‘sesups. Om open water arsas these birds gather in mmall caneentrations, uwp %
1,500 to 2,000 birds each. Some are oo weak to fly, and some were found starved
40 death., Trecks of ducks in the snow as far as &onﬂ.srmth water showed
that they had gone be .the bases of trees for nuts ani seeds wherever the smow hed
molted encugh to bdare the ground. anhnntmwm.woh'uﬁmehor
the ice from the Virginia shore and uncevered feeding flats. If matursal feeding
conditiomns for the ducks improve, the corn distridutien w1l be discontinmued,
Otherwise, Federal Gems Protecter Breanchaud states that with the aid of the State
Wardens, and their voluntary assistants, he will continue to care for the birds,



