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MOUSE DAMASE TO CRCHARDS
ACCOMPANIES SEVERE WINTER

Many fine mature apple trees in the eastern fruit
regions were completely girdied by rodents during the severe winter weather and
will die if prompt action is not taken to save them by bridge grafting, warans the
Bureau of Biological Survey, U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Recent examinations by Bureau specialists revealed a number of threatened
orchards in the vicinity of Washington, D.C. Tae injury, say the specialists, is
still in progress, and in the Northern States £% may continue until late in April.

Many farmers may already have taken precautions as the result of warnings
issued by the Biological Survey last fall, Those who have not would do well, the
Bureau advises, o make an examination of their trees at once and, where injury
is apparent, take immediate steps to conirol the mice by means of poisoned bait~—
prepared as described in Farmers! Bullet;n 1397, Mouse Control in Field and Orchard,
Methods of bridge grafting to save trees already girdled are described in Farmers!
Bulletin 1369, Bridge Grafting, These publications ¢an be obtained dt 5 cents
each from thé Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington,
D.C.
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Jotivities similar to those at Swenquarter have already improved two
other sanctuaries in the East——the Si. Raxks Higratory Bird Refuge in Florida
anc the Blackwatar Migratory Bird Refuge in ¥aryland,

Along the chores of Apalaches bay in Floridae, the St. durks refuge
ocmprises more than 35,000 se¢res of land aand water vsed by duoks, gesse, and
sanderlings and other shorebirds, Biological Survey officials gonslder the
area especially walusble because ithousands of geess requeni the refuje and
grase oa the grass-covered areas and rest on the umi flats in tue midst of
the large marshes. On this refuge a CUC cemp cetween July 1, 18983, and Zarch
31, 193¢, constructed 14 miles of truck treils aad provided 24 ailes of
telephune llae, thus sstablishing road; comsunication between the refuge tesd-
guarters, on the site of the former towm oi Fort wson, and the ocuitside world
and also Leotween the headquarters and a refuge substation at 3L, Larks
nghmwu, some mniles away. For fire protecidun, the workers eseciod Lwo
steel lodkoutl Lowers and clewrsd a nile of firedresk. Thay fesced and
landsosped e headquarters gite, planted ausube and trees taere, and mede '
luprovesenis % eximting Luildinge and erected mawll struotures required
in the proper adminisiretioa of the reluge.

On the Biackwater refuge, anear Camorldge, Hd., black ducks and blue-
winged Mmmwmwuz;rannbmmnggmﬁ. dallards and
pintails conosmtrate ers, sioredirde find sanotuary, and bobwhites also
are anong the ared’s year-long residents. At thls rafugs the major improve
ment sctivities, during a period of nearly 6§ months Oeginning oa July 1, 1933,
inoluded ereciiom of » telephone line 43 aulles im lenugth, reucval of fire
hasards on spproximately 50 aores of woodland, bullding 3 leckoul towers,
ele&ri.n& 2 miles of resdside, lmproving timber stunds for uplenmd geswo on



15 scres, constructing 1 milse of new road, remswing and repairing 6 miles of
sxisting roads, drilling two 400-foot wells, and construeting s bridge, % nile
of fence, a machine shed, and am sddition to the headquarters dwelling.

Two camps have also receatly besn assigned to Biological Survey supervi-
sion for work om wild-lifas refuges in Nebraska~-one at the Crescent Lake
Nigratory Bird Refuge and the other at the Niobrara Big Gexe Preserve.

The Crescent Lake refuge, an arss of nearly 40,000 acrss, includes
Hackberry and Island Lakes and numerous smeller bodles of water, smong the
sandhills of Garden County. Ducks, geess, and shorebirds find thess stiract~
ive, ancd sage hens inhablt the grass-ocvwvered sendhills. Here CCC workers
will build fences arcund the duckemesting aress on the lakes, and provide
ditches, dikes, and wells for asintaiaing water levels. JYor efficient
administration of the refuge they will make 2ruck trails, install telephone
lines, and build & field eebin for overnight use of protectors patrolling
the area. This refuge, bisested hy a public highway, includes 2 recrsatiomal
area, wtich also will be improved by nembers of the CCC, Trees and shrubs
will be planted--s waluuble addition to an area that is now almost treeless.

Je improve Ris-Gans Iresscvs

Though prisarily an area for buffalo, elk, and sntelope, the Kiobrars
‘Big Come Pressrve (alomg the Hiobrera Kiver, near Valestine, Nedbr.) is also
a bird sanctuary--frequanted by ducks, shorsbirds, preirie chickens, sharp-
talled greuse, quall, tndotm:poeiu. A veteran's camp of the Civilian
Conservation Corps here will improve the ares as a big-game pressrve and
alsc make possible its greater development for wild fowl. The workers will
build femoes for the big game, remove fire hasards, clean up bdrush, sad
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construct truock trails. Across small oreeks snd gullies they will oconstruct
dans to conserva water, prevent erosion, and provide ponds for wild fowl.
Other improvement sctivities will include drillimg wells and planting trees
on the sandhills. for erosion comtrol.

Campo_Ave Bducaticmal

These CCC camps are thus W&P‘ on & veluable conserwvation progrmm,
says #r. Fechner. Thelir usefulsess in furthering ccnservaticn, hovever, he
polnts out, caa not be measursd alons by the improvements to the sanctuaries.
As is well known, the camps are composed to & large extent of young men from
18 to 22 years of age. ¥hen they enrovllsd the grsat majority of these
workers who came O the camps om the Blologlcal Survey refuges knew litile
or aothing of the fundamsntals of or the reason for the oonservation and
perpetuation of wild life. An opportunity wes thus presented to the men in
charge to imbue in the minds of these young Amerticans oonservation principals
of importance to proper wild-life protection und utilisation. Realising this
epportanity, camp superintendents and other members of the Blologioal Surwey
staff, through lecturss, personal talks with individual workers, motion
pietures on wild-life and forest conservation, and by other means, have
captured and are holding the interest of the men, many of whom, having lived
in cities all their lives, have bm entirely unfaniliar with country
savirousent. These young mes, say the officials, have displayed s remarkable
interest in wild 1life and in efferts being made by the Governmont to conserve
and perpetuste it. They have slso evidenced a just desire to learn wore
about nature subjects. Ais those sho have surolled grow older and take
various occupations coupled with other forms of useful citissnship they are
not likely to forget the lessons they learned im wild-life comservstiom at
the CCC camps.



