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Order to Promote Management of Fish 
and Game Resources of National Forests 

Secretary Wallace announced two new regulations 

today for the control of hunting and fishing in the national forests. Under these J. 1 
re,giLations it will be possible to extend or to shorten hunting and fishing seasons 

in the national forests with a view to managin g the wildlife resources of these 

Federal properties to conserve both the timber and soils of the forests and the 

animals, birds, and fish. 

In announcing the regulations, Secretary Wallace pointed out that in some 

instances they may lead to long seasons and heavy bag limits for hunters of certain 

cnimnls in areas where nntural multiplication hr,s led to overstocking of the forest '\ 

resources, In some areas deer have multiplied beyond the capacity of the range to 

such an extent that they not only are injuring young trees and soil, because of 

overgrazing, but many deer have actually died of starvation. In such instances 

seasons and bag limits may be increased until the number of deer is reduced to the 
stable carrying capacity of the forest. 

In other areas, he said, the lands in Government ownership are not now pro- 
ducing as much wildlife as would be possible under wise management, and the new 
regulations will enable the Secretary--acting after investigation by the Forest 
Service--to restrict hunting and fishin, v until game or fish have multiplied to a 
degree where they are making effective use of the property. The new regulations 
look toward the management of the wildlife crop on a sustained production basis, 
coordinated with other essential uses of the forest areas. 23 71-34 
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'Ike Forest Service plans to apply the new regulations only where present 

cooperative mangements for managing the nildlife have proved inadequate. 

The National Forests, with 162,009,145 acres of Federal land, are the prin- 

cipaliranges for the big game ,animals of the West, especially during the summer 

period. The enlarged program for the purchase of forest and mountainous lands 

for National Forest q?urposes east of t'ne Great Plains will make these properties 

also important aids ir, wildlife development and management. That all land should 

be devoted to its most productive use is a principle that has guided Forest Service 

policy for 29 yeers. This principle has been applied to range primarily adapted 

to wildlife, and land use plans have been developed accordingly. Although its 

application has resulted in a,great increase in big game animals on the National 

Forests in the last 10 years, the Forest Service realizes there is a need for 

more intensive game management. This is indicated by the fact that many areae 

still support only a relatively small fraction, of the wildlife they might suppert, 

and on other large areas there is more wildlife than the land can carry. 

"Regulation G-20 A is designed solely to nrovide such wildlife management 

on National Forest areas or streams as will secure adequate protection, develop- 

ment, and utilization of all resources,'! qaid F. A. Silcox, Chief Forester. 

Ytt is hoped it will promote closer cooperation <and aid in the application of 

practical plans which have been developed by the Forest Service and cooperating 

&gencies. It will be applied only where cooperative efforts have proved inadequate?fi \ 
The order signed by Secret‘zry Wallace follows: 



WIIEREAS, wild life is one of the major resources of the National Forest 
land and aate,r, and its management and devclogment are an essential part of the 
administration of the National Forests; and 

SWERSAS , the‘ prevent ion of overgre z ing and erosion and tha protection of 
watersheds, ti;;?ber, and other resources are dependent upon the regulation of wild 
life population to the carrying oapacity of the land or water, and such regulation 
is also essential to maintain the productivity of such land and water for wild 
life; and 

, 
WEWAS, *the reb&e.tion of wild life population by hunting and fishing is 

the most effectivecj means of limiting the population to the carrying capacity of the 
range or water an& of lllisposin g of any excessive numbers; and 

. 
WBPE,?.S ) the rogul,o,: ion of hunting and fishing on the National Forests is 

effective In reG:ic;j.r:< tltG f-ire hazard and in proi;loting the conservation, 
development, anti. pl’oper utilization of National Forest resources; and 

TL;k’:T;E.~,~ , plans fcr, t.Se development of the wild life resources, including 
the regul:s-‘. i.cn c;:” li.Ari-k :.I .?; ::,~i .fishins, should be closely harmonized with the plans 
and objoc :; Iv<?:: in;- t!..? &, 1 :q;e.emn;int of other National Forest resources to insure 
the m%;,i~r<~a $!i’! 1 :i.c -cZi?3i j.‘tS : 

NC9, T.~~L~?J@P!, bt virtue of the authority vested in the Secretary of 
Agriculturn by i in, .,;c:t o? Cr,rgress of February 1, 1305 (33 Stat. 628)) amendatory 
of th2 AC.: c-’ r:ti’L: L:, 1537 (PO Stat., 11) , I, ii. 6x. Wallace, Secretary of 
Agr icu.li:~:.J~b , (:.J hersb;: mu.& snd publish the fallowing re&Lutions for the occupancy, 
use, protact,isn, and administration of the National Forests: 

REG. G--Z0 A. When the Secretary shall determine upon consideration of 
data and rt?c;~~: :nostions ?f thz Forester that the ragultttion or the prohibition for 
n sp 8 e if i 62 ', i , 3~ ;.o ;!. A of hunting cind fishing upon any National Forest of portion 
theitecf’ _ i e c ~2 i; i, y. y L ry for the accomplishment of the purposes above set forth, he 
shall dec;-.nafs ~7. -.,Ln Notional Forest or portion thereof, establish hunting and 
f ishirtq s”.;~?us ttisiefor, fix bag and creel limits, specifyl the sex of animals to 
be kili&, flz;. tliti fees to ‘be paid for _oermits, designate the authorized official 
to whom ?ppli?ati.on for permit sh:;kll be made, and describe the terms and conditions 
under ~;hS.ch h-.;r_tin& and fishing shall be conductad with c view of carrying out 
the puri~osa of this regulation. Public notice of such designation shall be given 
by such means as the Foresttir shall deem adequate for the purpose. Carcasses of 
ani-nals or fish taken under permit shc.11 be markea or tagged for identification as 
directed by the Forester. 

FL%. !S-8-$, Upon National Forest lands designated under Reg. G-20 A the 
following acts are prohibited: 

Eunting, trapping, catching, disturbing, or xilling any kind of game or 
non-game animal, or game or non-game bird, or ta&ing the eggs ti any such bird, 
except during hunting and fishing seasons established by the Secretary, and in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of a permit issued by a duly authorized 
officer which is valid and subsisting at the time. I 
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