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3-SHILL LI#IT PLACED /
ON WILDFOWLERS' GUNS

Waterfowl Conservation Measure
Approved by President
Roosevelt
The long-looked-for reduction in the killing
capacity of magazine shotzuns nas at last been realized.

Pregident Roosevelt has approved an amendment to Federal hunting
regulaticns that places a 3-shell limit on auto-loading and other repeating shot--
guns ,the Bureau of Biological Survey announced todaye. This reform in wildfowling
1ong advocated by sportemen and congervationists wis made urgent by the alarming
decrease -in the numver of ducks.

The regulation, which becomes effective immediately, applies oaly to
automatic~-locading or hand-cperated repeating sanotguns used in hunting dacks,
geese, and other misratory zame birds. Users of these types of weapon are
regiired to have the magaziness stopped with plugs that cannot be removed in the
field, or must have the magazines cut down to the req.iired shell capacity.

Bevairs necessary to bring guns within the provisions of the new regulation,
it is pointed out, will cost little, and arms companies, having in mind the
interest of sportsmen now in posgession of such guns, have agreed to cooperate in
this conservation measure.

Thae new amendment, recommended by the Biological Survey, adopted by the
‘Secretary of Agriculture, and avproved by the President on February 2, in
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accordance with the Hi;ratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, provides that migratory
game birds may not be taken "with or by mcens of any automatic-loading or nend-
operated repeating shoigun capable of holdin: more than 3 shells tlhe magazine of
which has unot been cut off, or vlug-ed with a one-piece metal or wooden filler

incapable of removal tharousn the losding end taereof, so 2s to reduce the cnpacity

o

of said gun to not more tuen 7 shells ¢% one losding."

Conservation Measure Msets Widespread Demand
This regulation, sald Secretary Wallace in forwarding the amendment to the
Président, will be ni Minceleulsable advantasge 1u tie preservetion of our misfatory
waterfowl,” The Secraiar: pointed oub that the measure "™ill deprive no ons of
the privileze of huntin: suci bdirds and will meet an exceedingly widesprezd demand
throughout the country.!
The demand for the action, it was sald, was insistent and pretty gencraliy

made even by the snortemen themselves, and wes wne “aously favored by conscrvabion=-

ists.
J. N. Darling ("Ding"), Biolozical Survey Chief, hailed the emeondmert .8

as outstanding conservation act. "Preossuro from all cuarters," he explaincd, "has
become exceedingly great during the lsst few years as the annual toll of the hun—
ters, plus the natural causes, Lave thresztened with extermination‘some of our
choicest spesies amony the migrabtor; waterfowl groups and reduced to the danger

point nesrly all the verietics of ducks and jgeese ponularly sought by the imnters,!

Multiple~shot 3uns Coincident with Decresse of (Game

The mdvent of tiis reveating shotzun, tie Biologicel Survey relates, ceme ab
sbont the same tima as the vapid iecreess in migratory oirds, to which it sontiibe
ubed, Wut for which 1% was not totally respousitle, The rapid develomment in the
sfficienny of all arme gad munidions and $3e invasion of game-breeding areas by
civilizetion, togeshsr with i inersass in $us nwambsr of hunters, have thus
brovght the Admsrican s orbsman and conservabionisi t~ the realization that if wild~
fowl shwooting is to bo preuserved it must be 2e a skilled sport and not in mass
killing.
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It early became apparent, says the Bureau, that the sbuses of multiple-
shell guns far ercecded the advantages to the true sdortsman. Magazine— snotguns
holding five or six shells at a loading, countributed both to careless marksmanship
and to excessive destruction of birds. The large-gauge guns had been ruled out,
but in their place, through man's ingenuity, had come an even more deadly killing

devica.
Type of Gun Opposed by Sportsmen

As carly os 1913, the first protests among sportsmen's groups began to be
heard, and the pressure for restriction has progressively increased as the need
for wildlife preservation has become more evident. State and National organe
izations of sportsmen, onec after another, have passed resolutions requesting the
outlawing of the anto~loading gun, and s the sentiment has grown against the
aito-loader, the hand-operated repeating shotgun has been included in the proteét.
Cenada in six Provinces and the Northwest Territories has legislated a prohibition
against them, similar action has been taxen by two States, and at recent sessions

of the Advisory Board, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the demand was insistent that
the Tederal Government act.

In the meantime, says the Bureauls statement, the majority of gun clubs in
the country have imposed upon themselves a prohibition of both auto~loaders and
pamp guns on their own grounds. Manuf;cturers have already put on the market
modified models of both the auto-loading and the pump shotguns that can accomodats
only three shells at a loading. The trend, says the Bureau, has apparently been
to the double-~shot gun or to a single~barreled weapon of 3~shell capacity, and the

new regulation is thus in harmony with develnpments among sportsmen.
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