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Pederal Sxperts Beseris
Piet of Owls, Dudks,
Tessenger Pigeons

Passsnger pigeens no longer darken the skies m ;h- Chio Yalley. fny
are long extingt. ut are 1a PIVSTuIEh Phoee Kngppen has beea telling Mmes-
fea's Vird sxperts vhat she has found in stomachs of \heue Dirds, ead shewing
then lantera mm.‘

Thoote Knoppen §5 & mesher of e U, 5. Bilegieal Susvey 1a Weshington,
D, Gop & food oapers in e laberstoy instead of the kitelen, She studios Be
food Rabits of Dirds By looking iavo Shely stemsshs and elseifying W eeatents,
A fou mozihs ago she found 11 stonachs of yassenger pigbens ihat had never dem
exmmined, lost sight of for & generation, Mite a find, decmws s last passengsr
plgeon ¢hed in ®eo Ginelumti 500 i 1914evitmoes to knorica’s foslish vaste
of har wild) 10 yesourees ia the past. -

Today members of the Amerfesa Ornitholegiste® Union, helding thetr anmal
mesting in the Carmegie Museus saditoriwm, 1istensd to Nise Knappen's report of
what she found in the ssonashe Of‘thu 11 passenger pigeons.

Zieesa o ‘emmtexim
Animal mattorp ok said, oonstitated enly shout 10 peresmt of the birde*
food, Ant eoe silt Nay-beetle (was Wug o mamy PiNteburghere) made wp he WX
of this 10 povoent. One stomach hed 20 anima) matier in 1%, and enly » Wwem
was found in 7 othars. In § sases, WNie trase was nofh ing newe han the head of
- e,
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Mise i»ma said that the passengr pigeen was chiefly a npwm..
e found 90 percent of the food in this olase, made up of 13 kinds of plant. Moye
9an Malf of the vegetadle food was asorns and as.ra mast. Oher favorites ea the
passenger pigecn meng were oak galls, corn, vheat, and poke derry.
Saarel and Feathere Insln® §

Bot everything that resches a Birde stemach 18 food, Wough, Nise Knagyen
found that gravel and feathers maée Wp move tham 15 percent of the stomash e ntents
she exmined. She didn't clase 2o ne a8 £00d, altheugh e dirds 4id use ¢ graw)
in dgeating hely food, Mayhe Bie Virde snapped up the feathors fleating in ﬁo
-ﬁéﬂum than for vinged seeds of bdireh, alm, or maple, Small smounts of
foathars are often found in stomachs of the dove family, Niss Knappen explel ned,
e IO I RIS o e wite e

2k Yoods SWdind Teo
 ¥he paseenger- plgeon stomachs furnished rave data of Mstoriesl selentifie

interest, but tle oratthologiste were more deeply soneemed vith fasts preveated
today en the foed of diving dueks, Dyv Claremse Cottam, vho is in charge of e
Biologlenl Survay's food hadite section, made e yeport on these dinds* dists.

| Canvasdasks, redhends, ani other diving Gusks that wre ense the prige
game of vildfewleys have declined so rapidly thet conservet ionists are nev making
owry offo¥t to inerease the yopulations of thene dirds, Restrieting hunting &
ons way of doing this, am the semson s dlosed this yoar on canveedaoks and pod~
heads, dut the Biologienl Suzvey is als® mstoring and improving Iu'ﬂ/:::n.f'
he birds, This, Dr. Cottem explained, means providing foed, and studies have 4o
e made W find ows vhat %o quasking guests on the refuges 1ike Vo eatl,
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"A knovledge ¢f e foel and feeding habits of the varions speeies,” said
Oottem, "is fundsmental %o the mecessful plaming of any vild) ife restoratiam
plm, The only sure vay % @8t this knovledge is %0 look at e stomachs of Wrds
sollected at differeant seasens and i- dirfeorent lscalities,”

As a guilde %0 1% studies of diving Gueks, s Blologisal Survey hes ex-
mined 7,000 stenschs sesumulsted for owy 50 years. Beslts of \hese anslgees
formed the Yasis for the peper ad Wégy by Dy, Cottam.

Diving Guchs foed in weter frem £ 30 20 feet doep, and some go ovem
Sosper. ulmerged posusets poatvecds are thelr priseipel plant fool, ant sago
pratused 1s perhaps the Dest single dnek fosd knows.

Dr. Gottam peinted eut & great d1ffersnss smong W9 waricws spesias.
Redheads; canvasdaahs, ringmecks, and ruddy Gusls he olassed ae predeminantily
vegeterions,; vhile the seanps are move smnivercws, All of the mope Yypyieal see
ity he sald, draw nest of Neiy sustenanes from the animal kingtem.

20 Neex Abewt Ovis Tomerzew
T™he eraithelegists will hear some more shoud hird dists Wm. “e.
Clarense 7?2 Smith, another Biologieal Survey foed expers, is seheduled then %
talk abeut "Scme Food Tendeneies of Sun Fapheiseo Jara Ovis."

Suith, 1% vas learmd soday, also {ntends 10 ¥ell adout his exparimente
vi® Dird bomss for barn ovis. Ne placed & musder of bomes at mewt and roost sites,
and evary one found & darn-owl temant, Vhst he found out adout Wird hoxes for theee
owle applies ag wll in Mo Pittsdhugh ares as 14 does noar Sm r!:mhu. he says.
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Snith found his foed facte Xy amalysing pellets regurgiteted by the m_-,

tastend of exmmining stomashe, Mepiorial birds (hasks amd owls) shurn e feathers,
fur, and Demes of iy u;é,u tate smll peliske and megureitate thase, instesd
of pussing thom on through ¥he digestive Wwast, Buith had 07 of thess pellets of the
barn ovl as & besis for his wepors, averite

Neadow mise; Mo found, wre he/piece &» yeaistans for the dern ovls,
exeept wiare pecket gopheys wore Mo adundgnt, NMrds formod less than ) pevem$s of
W ovle’ fool. Oaah infarmation, he poisted eut, 16 esssmiial {n formaleting vise
vegulasions for Mird pretestion,

e n:;uhm of She A, O, U meoting are epmm % %o pwdlic, Thay will
sontinug in the Onmmegieo anditeorium until Semorrow aftemmoon. Friday the visitiag

ernitholegists will make a field i) Ve study birds sd the Pymatuning Swap.
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