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A 4,42%-xrc tract in the Illinnis F,iver bottoms in ikson County, Ill., is 

being restored by the U. S. Biological Survey for the use of wild. ducks and geese. 

'The area was set apart by a recent executive order as the Chautauqua Ligrctory 

Waterfowl Refuge. In the days of waterfey:: market huntin- c thousands of ducks and 

geese were killed each season in the Illinois River region and ship-oed to Chicago 

and eastern markets. 

About 1C years ago the Cha~~ta-qua arc5 1~13s inundated when flood Taters broke 

through a levee along the Illinois River. Since then no attempts have been mAe to 

drain this land. This area is in one of the principal stopping $nces for wat.erfo:Tl 

-j.sing the EAississip>i flyway. 

By rebuilding the levee and constr-acting sui.11~rays the 3iological Survey is 

stabilizing the natcr level on the refuge. This encourages the growth of food 

plants, and helps make the refugl L more attractive to migrating xttcrfo:-;l. As a 

result of these activities and Federal protection lzr~i: numbers of ducks and geese 

2,re n&n stocping in this area. It lies about half-~~~ay bctacen tno other im-oortant 

concentration arcas on the Mississippi fly:-Icay -- the 'JpDer Xississic-ci Vildlifc ani _ _ 

Fish Rcf71gc and the Ghits River iiiiigrr:tory VatcrfoTl Refuge in Arkansas. 

Golden-e:e and merganser ducks occuDi.Cd the o-ocn --:ater holes on the nen re- ~. 
fxge throughout the 1935-36 winter, an6 about 18,000 canvasbacks and sevcrnl thou- 
snnd redheads rcmaincd there last yti:r?r fr;m Febrwry 25 to the rriiddle of April. 
Several thousand lesser scaups xre nlsq zbsorvod. Although shallo;-~--at or d-ucks do 
not stay lcng, the Survey plans to m?kc pnrts of the rcfugo suitable for these 
spccios. 
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