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LARGEST AMERICAN WILD
FOWL MAY YET SURVIVE
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Trumpeter Swans in U, S. Increase
37 Percent, Says Biological
Survey; Still only 158

Trumpeter swans, largest North American wild fowl, once considered on the
road to extinction, may yet be perpctuated, says the Burcau of Biological Survey,
U. S. Department of Agriculture,

This summer’s census revealed at least 158 birds in the Unitod States, an
inercase of U3 from last ycar, or more than 37 percent.

Nincty of the birds were counted on or near the Red Rocks Migratory Water-
fowl Refuge, administercd by the Biological Survey in southwestern Montana, The
other 68 werc scen by naturalists of the Department of the Interior during o
simultaneous census in and about Yellowstone National Park,

Grea£ hopc is seen in the faet that the gount this year included 77
cygnets, or young swans, as comparecd with only 41 last year.

Apparently, says the Biological Survey, most of the birds that are not
breeding remain on lakes in Ybllowstone.Park in summer, while the majority of
the breeding birds use the Red Rocks Migratory Watcrfowl Refugo., These two near-
by areas on vhich the birds are protected and between which they may migrate
give hope that the threatoned cxtermination of the trumpeter swan may yet be

avorted, They arc found ncsting in no other region in this country,
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Refuge Primarily For Swans

Alﬁhongh'mure timn 200 sp%cies of birds use the Red Rocks Refuge, includ-
ing many nesting ducke, the Biologloal Surwey c¢onsiders the area of particular
importance bedause of its velue to these swanss Dovelopments for tho benefit of
these birds have been made since the establishment of the refuge by Executive
order on April 23, 1935, although thc arca was chosen partly because of its
natural fitness, ', a |

A small dam holds water at a fairly constant lcvel, Twonty-four artificial
nesting islands have been constructed and anchored in place, and the Survey is
also improving vegetation by eliminating grazing and is carrying on erosion con-
trol activities,

Refuge officials guard the swans! nesting areas with special care,

"Prom the time the ice leaves the lakes ugtil the first of August when the
young birds sre fairly grown," says &, V. Hull, rcfuge manager, "I do not pc?mit
anyone to wenture on the lakes wherc the swan nest, I do not go on -the nesting
grounds at all myself for fear that the sun rays méy injure the eubryo within the
eggs, also for fear that an overcaat sky or storm may chill the eggs before the
adult swon returns to the nost,"

Mr, Hull attributes this yearls iPcrease of young birds "to the fact that
we. have been able to administer the area to the best interest of the swan., Thore
has been no disturbanee whatsoever on the nesting grounds, whilc in past years

livestock and persons have disturbed the birds a great deal,"

EDITORS: Additional information on
the trumpeter swan follows,
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Trumpeter swans arc the largest North dmorican wild fowl, tipping the
scales at morc than 30 pounds. In sizo and splender the whistling swan is s0
nearly an equal that the $wo birds con hordly be distinguished at o distance, butb
the trumpeter swon has a windpipe which has Tjust one more eonvolution, whish
cnables it to produce o louder and more far-roaching notoc on a léwer key, with
the musical resonance of o French horng*

In carly times the tru.rapetcxf; gwon probably bred south to India;m, Wiscone
sin, lowa, Montana, and Idaho, Xven as late as 1871 it raised young in Iown,
and in 1886 in Minnesota, Now it is ¢onfined in this oountry to the region about
northwestern Wyoning and scuthwestern Mantana, and in Canada $o possibly not moré
. than a singlc lake area in British Columbia,

John Jameg Audubon, trying tc glve rcadors "a perfecct concoption of the
beauty and elegance® of the trumpster swar, said in part:

"You st observe thom when they dare not aware of your prozipity, and as
they glide over the waters of sdme modluded inland pool, : On such occasions,; the
neok, which ot dther times is held stiffly upright, moves in graceful curves; now
bent forward, now inclined bockward over the body, Now with:-an éxtended "SGOOping
movement the head becomes immersed for a moment, and with a 'sudden ‘effort a flood
of wmtor is thrown ovor the back sad wings, whem it is 'scen rolling off in sprike
Iing globules, like s0 mony largeé pearld, The bird thon shakes its wings, bea,ts‘.
the water, and as if glddy with delight shoots away, £liding ove? and benesth the
liquid elemeént with surprising agility and grace, Imsgine 44 , that a flock of
50 ‘swana are thus sporting before you, ag they have norc than once been in my
sight, and you will feoel, as I have:felt, more happy and void of eare than I can
deseribe,# ; -
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