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LARGEST AMERICAN KtLD 
FOWL WY YET SURVIVE 

Trumpeter Swans in U. S. Xncrease 
37 Percent, Says Biological 

Survey; Still only 158 

Trumpeter swans, largest North American -xild fovl, once considered on the 

road to extinction, may yet bo perpetuated, says the Bureau of Biological Survey, 

U. S. Department of Agriculturcr 

This summerIs census revoalod at least 15S birds in the Unitod States, an 

incroaso of 43 from last year, or more than 37 percent. 

Ninoty of the birds mere counted on or near the Red Rocks Migratory water- 

fonl Refuge, administorcd by the Biological Survey in south~estcrn Montana, The 

other 68 wrc seen by naturalists of tho Department of tho Interior during a 

simultaneous census in and about Yelloastonc Nationnl Park. 

Great hope is seen in the fact that the munt this year included 77 

CYgncts, or young swans, as compared nith only 41 last year. 

Apparently, says the Biological Survey, most of the birds that are not 

breeding remain on lakes in Yelloustone Park in summer, nhilc the majority of 

the breeding birds use the Rod Rocks Migratory !?a.torfonl Rofugo. These tno near- 

by areas on which the birds are protected and betnoon rlnich they mag migrate 

give hope that tho threatened oxtermination of the trumpeter snan may yet be 

av0rtod. Thoy arc found nesting in no other region in this country. 
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jl : Utw'rsO~@ fhaa 200 epecios of Mrds u;se the Red Rocks Refuge, includ- 

irrg w*sfiag BudEs, the B&ologksal 6ur~cJsr 6onsiders the area of lxwticular 

impotiam ~&‘Me of itr value to these swans* l3ovelopments for tho benefit of 

these birds ham been mde sllnco the establ.ishmont of the refuge by Executive 

or&w on April.23, 1935% although the area was chosen partly because of its 

naturel fitness, t 

A smal.I dam holds seater at a fairly constant lt’vol. Twontpfour artificial 

nesting islands have b&n constructed and anchored in place, and the Survey is 

ds0 im'p?OVfag mgetation by eliminating grazing and is carrying on erosion con- 

trol activities. 

Refuge officials guard the swanst nesting areas nith special care. 

"%ram the time the ice leaves the l,akes until the first of August nhcn the 

young birds are fairly grow.n,fl says A, V. Hull, refuge manager, 1'1 do not permit 

anyone to venture on tho lakes rJhcrc the swan nest. I do not go on the negting 

grounds at 

eggs, ah0 

adult smn 

Mr. 

all myself for fear that the sun rays may injure the embryo within the 

for Pear that an overcast sky or storm may chill the eggs before the 

returns to the nest. It 

Hull attrdbutes this yearts increase of young birds "to the fact that 
l 

we.have been able to administer the area to the best interest of the swan. Fhore 

has been no disturbawe rvhatsoover on the nesting grounds, whila in past years 

livestock and persons have disturbed the birds a great deal.!' 
- - d - - .- - - - - - - - - 

:  :  

,E?XTORS: Additional information on : 
: the trumpeter smn follow, :. 
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Trumpeter SWCUEJ arc the largest North Omoric& wild fowl, tipping the 

sualos at moro than 30 pounds. Xn S~ZO and splendor the whistling soon is so 

nearly an oqua3 that tho tno birds ca;n hardb be distlnguishod at a dish-, but 
the trumpeter wan has a nindpipe ;rhich has R,just one more bonvolutbon, vhieh 

onabl?s it to produce a loudor md xnoro far-roaching noto on a lover key, with 

the musioLl resonance of a IPrench ho&~ 

In early times the trumpctc~~swrt p&$ably bred south tcr Indiana, Vieaon- 

sin, Xona, Montana, and Jdaho, Ewn as late as la71 it raised young in Iova, 

and in X36 in Minnesota. Non it is confined in this amtry to the region about 

northwestern Wyoning and scuthTostern hbx-M,na, and in Canacln to possibly not noro 

than a sing10 lake aroa in British Columbia, 

John James Audubon, tryirzg tc give roadors fia porfoct concoption of tho 

beauty and elogancon of tho truqotor sva~~ said in -part: : 

~YOU xust observe thon when they &-e-not azwo of your proxinity, and as 

ben%~forwar&, now Mclined bwkvardxwer tti bcMy. Isaw titk-an dxtended sooapirrg 

tivemt the head bocames~immorsed for,a'mam@i@, and vi-th a.'~UW'&f~it. a:flood 

of3vator ix3 thrown dvor the back 6w*gs, vhen f;t is.xwen roll%ng t>ff .$a &itikk 

33ng gLolIla3 s,, like so m&ny"Larg~8 pearl& The bird than shakos its nings, beats. 


