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Congratulates Boys
om "Good Job.”

CCC boys, developing the Wiehita Vounteins Wildlife Refuge in
Comanshe County, Oklahoma, ere raking ar invaluable contribution to
the national wildlife restoration program, sasy Dr, Ira ¥, Gabrielson,
Chisf of the U, 5, Biologisal Survey. His congratulatioms to the
esmp personnel came on the fifth anniversary of the 0CC,

The Wichita Mountains cemps are joining other ssmps throughout
the nation this week (Marsh 31 to April §) in celebrating the anniver-
sary and invite the publis to visit the oamps during an “opsn house” .
celedbration on (insert date) to see the progress being made at this
Oklshoma wildlife refuge, BHere the CCC boys under the direotion of
the Plologlieal durvey, are working to improve the refuge as they are
in 31 other eamps on refuges over the United States, They are making
the refuges essler to administer and more attractive to wildlife.

"CCC toys," seys Tr. Cebrielsom, “are faniliar figures in many
localitiess The publie, by becoming ascquainted with them and their
work, can see the heneficial effeet cemp training has in preparing
them for good eitizenmshipe It also learns atout their contributioms
to the wildlife program,"

The Wiohita Mountains Refuge, in scuthwest Oklahoms is an
important samstuary for big geme snimels and upland geame birds as well
a8 wmterfowl amd 14 contgins 61,480 asres. Formerly a Nationmal Forest
and game preserve trast, it was transferred to the Biologleal Survey

for administration in 1938, axd sinee October 1 of that year work here



by

has been sarried out under the direction of the BAweau, On the
refuge live duffaleo, elk, Virginia deer and a hard of Texas Longhorn
sattle that are being perpetuated. Wild turkey, queil, prairie
shicken and wild ducks and geese as well as other migratory birds are
to be found at this (klahoma sanctuarye

The CCC boys heve eonsirueted 73 miles of truek trail, built
fire breaks, horee and foot trails, developed extensive resreational
areas, and mamerous other improvements. Trenty=two conerete and forty
esrthen cams, and numerous cheock dams have been complete for lake amd
cond development, ileven horse bridges, twe vehicle bridges, four (
dwellings and tweuty other necesssry building have been constructed
or reconditioned.

Reservoir sites have been ocleured as necessary bshind the dems
and forty=one ssres planted to food amd oover, In addition banks
have been: sloped, trees anc shrudbs have besn moved and planted amd
eld buildings rased, Femos and guar rail ereetion amd hyireelectrie
piant and power line construetiom, and installation of irrigetion,
sanitation systems, and dispossl fields have deen additional tasks,.

“The scommplishments of the CCC boys," says "r, Gebrielscn,
"help tc make wildlife at Wiohita Mountains feel at home. Their work
will serve as & lesting momment to the CCCs Fiwe years ago when owr
wildiife rescurces were in serious deanger, the Flologleal Ywvey had
s restoration pregrame It lacked the mesans and man power to sarry it out.
Then emergency fumds feor buying refuge areas beeame available, /About the
sams time CCC help for developing the refuges was obtainede This was

indeed o happy soincidense as the sscomplisiments om record today were

only dresmed of five yesars age,”



