OKLEBRATR 0COC
ANNIVERSARY AT
WILILIYE REFUOR

G. R, Btological Survey
Gongratulates Boys
on *Goo0d Job."

COC boys, developing the Valenting Migratory ¥aterfowl Ref-
uge in Cherry County, Nebraska, are making an invaluable centridution to
the national wildlife restoration program, says Ur. Ira N, Gabrieleen, Chief
of the U, 8, Bioleogical Burvey. His cengratulations to the camp nersomael
came on the fifth anniversary of the CCC.

The Valentine camp is Joining other camps throughout the na
tion this week (March 31 to April 5) in celebrating the anniversary and in-
vites the public to visit the camp during an "open house” celebration on ’
(dnsers 2ate) to see the progress heing made nt this Nebraska wildlife refuge.
Here the CCC boys, under the direction of the Biclogieal Survey, ars werking
to improve the refuge as they are in 31 other camps on refuges over the United
States. They =2re making the refuges a-sier to administer and wore attregtive
to wildlife.

%GGC boys," says Dr, Gabdrielssn, "are familiar figures in many
localities. The rublic 1is becoming acguainted with them and their work and
sess the beneffeial effect camp training has in preparing young men for good
‘citisenship, It alee learns of the 000 boys' contributions to the wildlife
progran.®

The Valentine Refuge, in north central Nebraska, lies in the
henrt of the Nebraska sandhills abeut 30 miles belew the South Dakota state
line. Its lecation and conformation make it one of the Buresu's éutnt.nding

migratory waterfowl sanctuaries. Here such important iskes ns Felioan,

Dewey, Marsh, Dads, Hrgkberry and Whitewater offer nesting and feeding aress
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that are heavy contributers $¢ the acrusl oror of waterfowl protuced in the
"duck incubator® of the United Statss.

Cr-ated by an Hzecutive Order of August 4, 1935, the Yalentine
Refuge will be expanded until it evsntuslly contsins 59,073 sgres. Nesting
ducks ot this sanctuary are mnllerds, grdwalls, Dlus-vinged teal, pintails,
rednsads and canvasbacks, Mink, weasel, badger, skuak, smskmt, coyete and
beaver as well az rmcooon are found on the refuge. The value of ti4ils naturally
fine area has bde~n enhanged by constructing five Alkes for impoundting water,
A &version iitch dotwaen Hackberry and Dewey lLakes convays t0 Usvey the eBe
cess watay from Comon oresk., 'hie insuresx a persanent ant atable water sap-
rly. -

B8ince the sangtunryy is heavily nopulated with nnsting and
Meratory waterfowl, atundant feed must bn aveiladle. Tha CCC boye have o0l
lected mors than n ten of flower, grass snd other seeds and have sown 215
agres to covayr and food plants, In addision, morc Shan two million trees
and shrubds have been moved and planted i{n strategic spbte.

Yordy-five ui.es of truek twmil make roints with the refuge
oeasior of aOcess. YNew fencing around nesting nreas prevents livastock from
damaging both the nosts end the covey,

Cther birds that intabit the VYalentine Hefuse mre nrairle
chicken, sharpe=talled greuse, eared gvebss, white pelioans, groat Blus and
blagk-orowned night herons, American bitberns and bdlack terns. FMingenecked
phoasanta, whigh were intrnduced, hawve multiplied.

To protest the nesting birds an? the young agrinst rredstors,
sore then 15,000 acres of the refure have been troated for redent contrel.
In the summer she boys destroyed rodenss, snazes snd turtles., uring the
winter months, they hsve deen dusy trappiag goyote, raccoen, mink, weasel
and sikunk fhnt meke serious iaroads on resldent wilAdlife,
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New fencing extends more than 100 miles in and around this refuge
in the Nebraska sandhills and the boys have marked 183 miles of the boundary.
Eighteen miles of telephone line have been completed and 10 wells, including
pumpe and pump houses, are now avallable for use.

Excavation, channel clearing, construction of cattle guards and special
gates along the refuge boundaries are some of the additional sctivities that
have emvloyed the time of the camp. TFire fighting, for which the CCC boys
must be ready, has been facilitated by 152 miles of fire breaks.

Desvite the varied activities, the camp nersonnel has made an unusual
safety record. In the past year, no time has been lost through accidents:

"Such a record, coupled with the achievements," says Dr. Gabrielson
"is noteworthy of special praise. Migratory and nesting waterfowl, as well
as other wildlife at Valentine are findingk the improved area increasingly
attractive.' Emergency funds for acquiring and developing this and other
areas and the help of the CCC have helped advance the wildlife restoration

program that only 5 yeas ago was but a dream.



