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Ereoutive order of Prerldent Roommelt, baw added more then a million and a hmlf 

acres to the 3edmal areas devoted to wildlife conmervation, we the U. 8. Bio- 

+gioal survey. 8et aprt primarily aa rofqp~ for mountain cheep, or blghornr, 
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the two ranges will also afford protection and security to other species of wild- 

life. Among these are antelope, peccaries, mule deer, snd Gambel quail, 

Kofa range is in Yuma County of southwestern Arizona. The Cabeza Prieta 

embraces pprts of Yuma ,and Pima counties and borders on the Moxi~an stntc of 

Sonora. Both lie in some of the most arid country in tho United Str.tcs, desert 

land with rugged mountains reaching to hcights.of more thnn 4,000 fact. 

Kofc range is within 15 miles of the California border at ono point. Com- 

prising 661,120 acres, the area is rectangular in shape, 30 miles across at its 

widest point and more than 40 miles from north to south. The range is crossed 

diagonally by two mountain ranges, the Xofa range in the north and the Castle Domo 

mountains in the southern part. In between lies La Posa plain. 

Thirty five miles south of Sofa Ranga, the Cabcza Pricta extends castward, 

for 50 miles with 45 miles neighboring on the Mexican border. This area includes 

S66,SSO acres. Also c1haracteriecd by mountain pad plain, the Cabeza Prieta is 

more nrid and the mountains loss prcci;>itous, though groater in number. Separated 

by wide flat land and valleys, the mountains include parts of Cabeza Pricta, 

Sierra Pinta, Moha&, Granite, Agua Xlce, Growler pad Little Ajo ranges. 

The proximity of the Caboza Pricta Game Roec tc the Moxic=an border lends 

ran unusual intcrnxtionnl interest. Alrc‘ady ncgoti<ations arc pending with the 
. 

Mexican govornmc;:t for the cstablishmcnt of a similar game range adjoining cud 

south of the border. 

The setting apart of those two rtmges, says the Biological Suraoy, is of 

pnrticulrlr intcrcst to all who are vitally conccrncd with the preservation of 

native Arncric,an wildlife. A few years ago this scctiion~,boundcd in grime, but 

indiscrininete hunting and poaching CPJUC d,ulgorously close to eliminating some of 

the most valuable species. 
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The bighorn, most intoresting of the larger wildlife in this section, which 

is its hereditary home, has boon soriously depleted in nunbcrs, although Yums 

county is still thought to have more mountain sheep than any other county in the 

United States. This native animal thus persists in numbers that warrant protcc- 

tion, and with the establishment of thesc rongos there soens no doubt that thf, 

species can be perpotuatcd, the Survey points out. 

The only other Fedoral refuge area maintained especially for bighorns is 

the Desert G‘amc Range, surrounding the Dixie National Forest in Clark and Lincoln 

Counties of Nevada. This area of 2,022,OOO acres was established in 1936. 

The need for peying special attention to conserving bighorns, says the 

Biological Survey, is shown in the recently carrpih3a inventory of big-game animals 

-fn the United States in.1937. !l!ho ceupilation showed a total of less than 17,000 

bighorns in the entire country. In 1913 &nest Thompson Seton estimated the 

national total at 28,000. The 1937 estimates showed about 1,700 in Arizona and 

about 1,000 in Nevada. 

The new Kofa and Cabeza Prieta rengos, like the Desert Game Range, will be 

administered and operated jointly by the Department of Agriculture and Interior. 

Under this supervision and with State and local cooperation, it is eqectod that 

the wildlife in this part of Arizona will be nblo to flourish in its natural. sur- 

roundings. 
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