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TEXAS RANCH NOW A 
WXl!ERFOWLB33UGE 

The Aransas Migratory Waterfowl Refuge on the Gulf Coast of Texas is con- 

sidered by the U. S. Biological Survey as one of the important wildlife refuges 

in the Gulf Coast area. 

Established as a Federal refuge in 1937, hansas contains 54,53S aCr8S Of 

land nearly surrounded by water. Situated in Aransas and Refugio Counties, Teat.* 

the.re<uge is bounded on th8 east by San Antonio Bay and three smaller b8ys, on ' 

the west by St. Charles Bay, aad on the south by Aransas Bey. The tract, known 

as Blackjack Peninsula, was formerly the St. Charles Branch.. 

Now administered by the Biological Survey, Aransas Refuge is a natural 

resting and breeding ground for thousands of migratory birds and other wildlife. 

Each year during the migrating seasons thousands of ducks and geese us8 the 

peninsula. As mang as 15,000 ducks-and 10,000 geese of various species have been 

observed on the area at one time. Great beds of plants in the hey waters adjacent 

to the refuge provide food for waterfowl. 

Other notable wild birds found on the refuge at various times of the year 

include roseate spoonbills, reddish egrets, w bite-tailed kites, Audubons caracaras, 

sandhill. cranes, and whooping cranes. 

The whooping crane has held the interest of naturalists from the earUest 

settlement of America. In its former abundance the species migrated in large 

flighta, performing weird convolutions in the air and grotesque dances on the 

ground, accompanied by the notes from which it t&s its name. It is said the 
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s o u n d  c a n  b e  h e a r d  fo r  severa l  m iles. Requ i r i ng  large,  w i ld  tracts o f o p e n  

c o u n try fo r  its hab i ta t, th e  w h o o p i n g  c ranes  o n c e  r a n g e d  th e  c o u n try f rom C a n a d a  to  

Mex ico ,  b u t h & % x 8  b e e n  d e p l e te d  wi th th e  a .d v & c e  o f civi l izat ion. Th rea tened  wi th 

ext inct ion, th e  spec ies  fin d s  b a n s a s  a ttract ive b e c a u s e  o f its isolat ion.  

U n d e r  p rev ious  owne rsh ip  th e  re fuge  h a d  b -n  pro tec ted f rom h u n tin g  a n d  

t respass ing  wi th th e  resul t  th a t it is a l ready  wel l  p o p u l a te d  wi th u p l a n d  g a m e  

in  add i tio n  to  w a terfowl.  Seve ra l  th o u s a n d  whi te- ta i led dee r , peccar ies ,  w i ld  

turkeys,  A n d  qua i l  u s e  th e  pen ihsu la  fo r  its ex tens ive  supp ly  o f l i ve -oak-brush 

acorns,  w i ld  g rapes , w i ld  dewber r ies ,  e n d  o the r  u p l a n d  g a m e  fo o d s . 

T h e  B io log ica l  Survey ,  apprec ia t ing  th e  iqor t8nce o f th e  A ransas  R e fu g e  

as  a  n a tura l  wi ld l i fe h a tita t, is m e k i n g  evory  e ffort to  m a i n ta in  th e  re fuge  in  its 

n a tu r81  state. D e v e l o p m e n t work  u n d e r tckon to  improve  cond i t ions  is pr inc ipa l ly  

fo r  th e  creat ion  a n d  m a i n te n a n c e  o f f resh-water  p o n d s  th r o u g h o u t th e  pen insu la  

for w a ter fowl  fe e d i n g  a n d  rest ing areas.  

A  C C C  c a m p  es tab l i shed o n  the re fuge  in  O c tobe r , 1 9 3 8 , h 8 s  b e e n  e n & a g e d  , 

in  const ruct ion o f th e s e  w a ter  areas,  p repa ra tio n  o f t ruck trails, p a trol roads,  

d ikes,  a n d  f ire breaks.  Bu i l d ings  n o w  u n d e r  const ruct ion by  C C C  labor  i nc lude  

a  m a n a g e r ’s res idence,  assistant  m a n 8 g e r ’s res idence  , a  serv ice bu i ld ing,  equ ip -  

m e n t s h o d , a n d  b o a th o u s e . 
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