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NEW CIRCULAR ON WILDLIFE
OF ATLANTIC COAST MARSHES

Birds and other wild creatures of salt marshes and their conservation are
subjects of a circular recently issued by the U, S. Department of Agricultfure on
"§ildlife of the Atlantic Coast Sglt Marshes." W. L. McAtee, of the Burean of Bio-
logical Survey, author of the publication, also descrides the vegetation of impor-
tance to animals of the marsh,

Most of the vegetation yields food or nesting material, and all of it pro-
vides cover for wildlife., Eolgrass and widgeongrags, submerged plants of water
arcas in salt marshes, are first-rate wild-fowl foods, the circular points out. 1In
areas where drainage has partinlly or completely destroyed the widgeongrass, or
disecase the eclgrass, a proportionatc decrcesc has been noted in tho waterfowl de~
pending on them for food.

Among birds of the sclt marshes, members of the reil family abound. They
are retiring and elusive, however, and being most active in the carly morning and
twilight hours are seldom seen by transient_observers. Tho& feed chiefly on in-~
sects, snails, and smell crustoceans, occasionally moving inland to fatten on the
wildrice of fresh marshes. 4s game birds they are protected by law, but an open -
season is providedi for hunting them. ,

Black ducks and bluo-winged toals nost and breed in salt marshes from Vir-
ginia north, and the black ducks may be secn in the marshes along the entire coast
in winter., The bluewings frequent the marshes from Maryland south during the cold
months. The Canadas goose, brant, and show goose arc migratory visitors all aloﬁgfw
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the Atlantic coast, and the stately white whietling swan anmially flies from an
Arctic breeding ground to winter in marshes and sounds from New Jersey to the Caro-
linas. '

About 4O varieties of shorebirds are known along the itlantic coast, and of
these a large number feed or even Iivé in ths m#rshes. Familiar kinds are the sand-
p.ipers, curlews, and plovers, Gulf).u, sparrowsg, swallows, and grackles also are fre-
quently seen, :

Among the larger birds, the csprey, or figh hawk. and the bald eagle may be
observed in the marshlands. The osprey feeds chiefly on fishes, which it catches
by diving into the water, | The bald eagle 1.9 by preference a scavenger, feeding
mostlyron dead fishes and other animale that it finds. on mud fiats and beaches,;
Tultures and crows also are regular foeders in these areas.

Reptiles are comparatiwly few, but alligators oc’casionally s<'>,journ in galt
water for short periods and may be found at times near the landward edge of marshes
from North Carolina southward, The diamondback terrapin, highly valued for turtle
soup, is a natural denizen of salt marshes from New Jersey southward, In the South
dtlantic regions -the cottommouth moécasin, a dangerously poisonous' snoke, also
¥isits the marshes, It is semi-aquatic é.nd 8 good swimmer, and its bite, if not
followed immediately by proper treatment, may cause death, This snake is not agw
gressive, however, and bites only when moles.ted.
| No fur-bearing or other mammal inhabits the salt marshes exclusively. Muskw
rats and meadow mice may be present in the marshes at all seasons it in colonies
that are ocutposts of extensive inland ranges. The meadow mice . feed largely on
vegetable matter ard in szlt narshes can do no harm. They furnish a large propor—
tlon of the food of the hawks and owls that hunt over the marshlands.

Circular, No. 520, may be obtained at 10 cents a copy fron the Superintendent
of - Document s, Iashington, D. C.
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