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We are assembled today to dedicate the Patuxent Research Refuge. The chief
purpose of this refuge is to assist in the restoration of wildlife —— one of our
greatest natural resources, I have taken a deep personal interest in the develop-
ment of this area. To me and to many other Amoricans, this occasion is one of
unusual significance.

Only a few years ago a survey of the conmditions confronting the wildlife of
this country gave little causc for optimism. The great flights of watorfowl that
once amazed the ploneers had dwindled to such an extent that many well-informed
naturalists belioved therc was no longer eny measure that could now possibly be em-
rloyed to prevent eventual extermination,

In fields and forests the deer, elk, grouse, wild turkey, quail, and other
geme birds and mammals suffered from practices that destroyed their'nativn haunts.
The Great Plains had been plowed, and marshes and wator arcas to the extent of
nearly 1.00,000,000 acres drained. Forest lands had been denuded. The protective
vogetation so vital to soil building and water conscrvation bad been stripped from
the land, leaving the earth dofensolese against tho attacks of drought, wind, and
flood. in the space of a fow years the bison and the antelope had beon dbrought to
the very'edge of extinctions To supply demands of domestic and foreign markots,
expeditions had penetrated the last of our wildorness arcas in search of beavers,

minks, martens, and fishors.
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Meanwhile, a8 the national population increased, the numbers of hunters and
fishermen also incressed. In spite of resfrictive laws and regulations, applied 1
-~ attompts to save a remnant of a resource that once was the richest and most abun;
dant of any of its kind on earth, the wildlife continued to declino. Several
species, among these the heath hen and the passenger pigcon, had 1literally vanishe
tefore our eyes, and otheras seemed about to follow them.

Then, at a time when the prospescts were darker thon was generally roalized,
there was a new conception of the needs of wildlife, Its application to the conser.
vation policies of the Federal Govornment raised tho hopes of every nature lover.
The establishment and dévelopment of this Patuxent Research Refuge indicates the
character of this changa., Today we are dedicating much more than this single area
with 1ts experimental grounds, 1te watercourses and fields, and its laboratories.
They mark also the culmination of yemrs of patient effort to plan a national wild-
life-restoration program:that includes provision for the necessary basic research
and sclentific worke There is opportunity to coordinate 1t with plans to acquire
and restore elsewhere denuded and submarginal lands for the production of wildlife

American life is no longer simplo or as close to nature as it was in the
days of the pioneer, The mechanization of modern civilization has invaded the
primeval forests and the plains. It is changing much of the wildlife habitat know
to the trapper, the prospector, and the homesteader. With it have come many compli.
cations affecting the adjustment of wildlife to agricultural and forestry prac-
tices and to tho many other uscs of land that conflict with the 1ife habits and re-
quirements of wildlife species that are desirable to man.

We arc making progroess, however, in our understanding of this complicated
interrelationship of wildlife with the changing usc of land and with man's social
and economic activitios. It is the realizatiorn of thi; fact that has brought about

this Patuxent Research Refuge,
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Llong ago, lerders in agriculi:u.re felt that the future welfare of our farmers
depended on the development of programs based on the facts derived from research.
This gave rise to our present system of agricultural experiment stations. Xo one
needs be told what these stations have meant to American agriculturs.

Today wo find a similar idea being applied to our first national wildlife
experiment station. Through the vision and foresight of Dr. Irc N, Gabrielson,
Chief of the Biological Survey, the opportunity for fundamental research into prob-
lems affecting wildlife has become & reality. He visioned a place near the seat of
the National Government where lines of wildlife investigation could be undertaken
under the leadorship of men outstanding in their respective specialized fields.

He visioned an ares where wildlife eould be studied in relation to the production
of agricultural 'crOpS, and where also the lends poorly-suited for agriculture could
be turned back into forests, fields, and meadows and again become productive of
game and fur.

On this Patuxent Rescarch Refuge, which is adjacent to the National Agri-
cultural Research Center at Beltsville, Maryland, long-time studies on the inter-
relationships of wildlife with agriculture and forestry will be made. Food-habits
will be studied, and mtrifional requirements of many species will be determined.
Diseases as they affect wildlife and their relationship to the diseases of domestie
livestock ond human beings will be noted. The use made of the area by migratory
birds and their response to water and cover will be a foature of the work. Efforte
will be made to improve fur production and quality on fur farms and in the wild.
An experimental gome farm is also planned, the mucleus of which you see hers.

It gives me great pleasure and a feeling of pride to have had a part in
helping to build and equip this wildlife experiment station. I know I speak for
others of my staff who have assisted in this undertakiné. The Civilian Conserva~
tion Corps is entitled to our thanks and unqualified commendatio"n.w These young
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men have comstructed the fences, the dam on Cash (reek, and the roads, and they
have @rried out the general landscaping. The splendid tuildings, the laboratories,
the restoration of historic Snowden Hall, and the provision of quarters for the
employees were all made possible through grants from the Works Progress Administra-
tion and Public Works Administration. 411 thie has been done under the leadership
of Dr. L. §. Morley, Superintendent §f the Refuge, with the aid and co:uncil of
Mr. Earl E. Sanford, General Superintendent of the National Agricultural Research
Center, ‘
It is a great privilége that I am now to eiercise. A worthy objective has

been reached; a new and a better way has been marked out forA those who will carry
on the work that we have commenced. This wildlife.research gtation, the first of
its kind, is the manifestation of a national determination and a mational ability
to conserve and administer wisely the organic resources and products of the eoil
~- a priceless heritage to the generations of Americans yet: to come. With hope,
and with a strong feeling of confidence for the future welfare of American wild-
1ife I now dedicate the Patuxent Research Hefuge to its noble task.

- B.Y -
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