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U.S. OPENS DRIVE ON DUCK
BOOTLEGGERS AND BUYERS

Fortmtwo duck bootleggers, duck trappers, and buyers were found guiltjr and
20 more awaited trial in Federal Cfourts in Norfolk, Va., Baltimore, Md., and Wil.
mington, -Del.,_ after the Bureau of Biological Survey, Department of Agriculture,
closed in on a concentrated drive to break up the iliegal trapping and selling of
wild ducks and geese on the Easfern Shore of Maryland and Virginia.

"This isn't the last of our drives," says W. E. Crouch, chief of the U. Se.
Game Management Agents, "Welre going to clean up all the sore ‘s'pots in the country..‘
The Federal government will prosecute not only the duck bootleggers but the buyers
as well, for both 'b.).yex"s and sellers are violating the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
when they deal in wild d;uck; or goese.!

The Bastorn shore was selected as an area in the nation-wide series of
drives against duck bootleggers becouse 1t has been the source of supply for ile’ !
licit traffic in .migratc;ry birds sold in certain restaurants, night spots, and
private clubs in Norfolk, Richmond, Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphip, New York,
and Boston.

In this drive the Survey used its most expert agents, some operating boats,
others usihg alrplanes or automo'biles\, and others entering the various tdwns and
viila.ges ;'J!.S undercover operators.

After investignting for more than a year, the agents, who, k,ept 1ﬁ'.to;1§h '
with one another only through Orouch or his assistant, Chester A, Leichharq.t
brought in evidence against the biggest bootleggers along the Atlantic coast.. Tho
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prosecutions opened in Norfolk on June 1, when Federal Judge Luther B. Way
sentencod 11 violators to jail for 30 to 120 days, fined 5 others $50 to $100 __éa.ch.
and suspended imposition of sentence on 7 men for 3 years. The prosecutions were
conducted by U. S. District Attorney Sterling Butcheson and Assistant U. S. District
Attorneys Harry H. Holt, Jr., and Russell T, Bradford.

Four days later, the agents moved on to Baltimore to appear in 19 cases
against duck bootlegzers and buyers. Federal Judge William C. Coleman found them
all guilty and imposed fines ranging from $20 to $300 and costs ench. Ten more
violators will appear within the month for jury trial., Assistant U. S. District
Attorney C. Ross McKendrick directed the proéecution against the buyers and sellers
some of whom Were prominent members of their community.

In his remarks to the dofendants, Judge Coleman saide

"It ought to be known by this time that you cantt deal in wild ducks. The
Federal government spehds millions of dollars to restore our waterfowl, and you
folks go about bresking the very laws of Congress designed to make this work pos-
sible, That some of you are substantial citizens of the community is no reason to
expect special consida:atiémp-—-it is all the more reprehensible that you violate
the law,'

Eﬁpha.sizing the fact that duck buyers as well ag bootleggers will be}prose—-
cuted, Crouch points to the 10 cases that will appoar before the Federal Court in
Wilmington on June 16. With one exception, each defendant is a buyer of wild
ducks or geese. "Though it may seem that the Biological Survey herétéfore has con-
centrated its efforts in arresting the bootleggers,” says Crouch, "that is not the .
case. We have to get tho buyer as well as the seller, for one encoura,ges the )

other. It's like a vicious circle, and wefre going to break it."
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