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Us Se¢ WILDLIFE BUREKAU REPORTS DIMINISHING
FUR ANIMAL SUPPLY AND SUMMARIZES STATES!
FUR ®TARE"

Investigation of the number of fur animals being trapped annually for the
nation's $65,000,000~a~year fur market indicates that the United States is taking
more animals annually than are being produced, the Burcau of Biological today re-
ported to Scerotary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes.

The danger of depleting this great natural resource was emphasized whon
Secretary Ickes made public a report compiled by the Bureau of the Biological
Survey, now a part of the Department of the Interior. The report indicates that
it 1s necessary for States to take more active moasurcs to control the number of
fur animals trapped annually if the demand for furs is to be prevonted from dev
pleting the American supply.

The report was based on an invonﬁory of available figures on the national
annual "tako" of tho animals made by the Section of Fur Resources of the Biological
Survey. It pointecd out that accurate figurcs are not as available as thoy should
bo if a careful check of the situation is to be maintained.

"It'ié’unfortunate that reliable counts are not availsble in every Btate,?
Frank G. Ashbrook,‘ggief of the Snction of Fur Resources said. "Although spproxi-
mately $65,000,000 worth of raw furs go to the markets from trappers in the United

States and Alaska every year, we don't know whether the country is producing
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10,000,000 muskrats and trapping 17,000,000 or producing 5,000,000 and trapping
25,000,000, One thing is certain, as the inventory of the Biological Survey
shows, and that is that more fur animals are being trapped than are being produceds'

The report, which was assombled under the direction of Mr, Ashbrook, points
out that although State estimates indicate that some 17,500,000 fur animals are
trapped each year in tho United States and Alaska, the Survey fur exports fecl
that those figures are far from accurato. It is known, for instance, that somo
17,000,000 muskrat pelts alone reach the annual .American raw.fur market.

The inventory, however, indicatod b -sone oxtont how the "tako" of one
specics of fur animal comparcs with that of other species. Tigures compiled from
estinates of 27 States reporting for the 1937438 season show that some 25 specles
wore trapped. Heading the 1ist woroe tho muskrat, tho opposum and the cormon
skunk,

The roport stated that Survey officlals probably will continue taking an-—
nual inventories of fur trapping to the extent of figures that are avallable.
Despite the results of the current study, which were tormed "discouraging," the
Survey is satisfied that various State game commissions will seok more accurate
means of learning with some accuracy the extent of the annual take in their States.
The report emphasized that effective management of fur resources cannot be ox-
pected untll accurate data can be assembled about the annual population of animals;
the cxtont of the season's trapping, and other information about this valuable
commercial resource. It pointed out that trapping is a substantial industry that
can produce income to farmers as well as professional trappors.

According to the report, fur animals constitute onc of the nation's most
valuable natural resources. So far, the Biologicel Survey said, comparatively
little effort has been made to conserve effectively the various species. As a
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result, indications are that an important industry is in some Jeopardy. ©So
critical is the situation for some of the more valusble fur animals such as
martens, fishers, wolverincs and otters that the Survey has appealed to all State
genme comnissions to protect these animals with a five-year closed poriod to fore-
stall thelr extermination. |

"At one time," the report said, "the United States was the world's chief
source of fur supply, but today this country does not produce enough to meet more
than a third of its own demands. Twice as many foreign furs are now being used
here as domestic pelts and the demand for raw furs ie increasing. 4As a result of
this pressure of demand, trappers are still taking fur animals from the wild with-
out checking to see whether the stock is becoming depleted."

It further pointe«i out that regulation of trapping must come through State
action as the fur animels are recognized as the property of the individual States.

The reporte on the number of animals trapped during the last calendar year
by States follow:

ALASKA reported a total of 481,479 animals of 21 species shipped from
Alasks and the Pribilof Iglands in the calendar year 1938 — muskrats 291,140;
seals 58,364; and beavers 30,899, The Territory trapped more of the following
,animals than any 8tate: Beavers, seals, bears, 193; Canada lynx, 2,130; foxes
34,150; martens 9,200; otters 2,500; and wolverines 2U8,

ALABAMA has never required annual reports from trappers or dealers.

ARIZONA ranks 28th with a total tako of 3,000 animals of 11 species in the
calendar year 1937 — coyotes 1,200; gray foxes 750; and muskrats 375.

ABKANSAS ranks Tth with a total take of 479,700 animals of 9 species in
the fiscal year 1938 —— opossums 370,000; common skunks 60,000; and racoons 28,700,

CALIFORNIA ranks 23rd with a total take of 45,000 animals of 17 specics in
the fiscal year 1938 ~ muskrats 19,800; common skunks 6,500; and raccoons 5,000,
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California leads all States and Alaska in the number of bobcats reported takeh
(2,300) «

COLORADO has no law protecting fur animals other than beavers.

CONNECTICUT ranks 20th with Maine. Connecticut reports a total take of
65,000 animals of 10 spocies in the calendar year 1936 — squirrels 30,500;
muskrats 17,500; and common skunks 6,700

DELAWARE ranks 21st with a total take of 54,600 animals of 3 spocies in the
fiscal year 1938 — muskrate 50,700; opossums. 2,700, and raccoons 1,100,

FLORIDA ranks 25th with a total take of 37,800 animals of 2 species in the
fiscal year 1938 — raccoons 31,200; and opossums 6,500,

GEORGIA ranks 26th with a total take of 19,500 animals of 13 specles in the
fiscal year 1938 —— raccoons 11,700; opossums, 3,600} and minks 1,700,

IDAHO ranks 24th with a total take of 38,500 animals of 19 specles in the
fiscal year 1934 — muskrats 34,300; minks 950; and weasels 930, State fur laws
require trappers to report annual catch. Since scason 1933-34 the fish and gome
compission has not compiled the number of fur animals taken. On basis of the
1934 report, Idaho leads all States in numbor of mgrfens taken (480),

ILLINOIS ranks 8th with a total toke of 411,600 animals of 6 species in
the fiscal yoar 1937 ~ muskrats 324,000; common slkunks 30,400; and opossums 25,500

INDIANA ranks 5th with & total take of 711,800 animals of 6 spocios in the
fiscal ycar 1938 — muskrate 433,100; opossums 170,000; and common skunke 49,500.
Only licensed fur buyors are required to report annually.

IOWA ranke 1lth with a total tako of 366,200 enimals of 1l specics in the
fiscal year 1938 — muskrats 176,700; cormon skunks 102,200; and spotted skunks
27,000,

KANSAS ranks 12th with a totel take of 313,500 animals of 13 spocies in tho

fiscal yoar 1938 —~ common skunks 110,000; opossums 78,400; and ruskrats 78,000,
Lg ok
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The State does not roquire trappers to make annual roporte These figures aro
taken from reports made by fur dealers. ZXKansas lends all States and Alaska in
nunber of coyotes reportod taken (10,500).

KENTUCKY does not require trappors to roport.

 LOUISIANA ranks first with Ohio., Louisiana reports a total take of
2,500,000 aninals of 6 spocies in the fiscal year 1937 — ruskrats 2,200,000
opossuns 128,000; and raccoons 86,000. Louisiana leads all States and Alaska in
nunber of mnsk#ata roported takon, and in ninks (&1,500).

MAINE ranks 20th with Connocticut. Maine reports a total take of 65,000
animals of 12 species in the fiscal year 1937 — muskrats 40,0005 red fox 6,100;
and comﬁon skunks 6,000, Maine leads all States in the number of otters reported
(166)

MARYLAND does not require trappors or fur dealers to make annual reports,
but State game wardens estimate that 2,000,000 muskrats are trapped annually.
Only Louisiana reported a larger take (2,200,500).

MASSACHUSETTS ranks 18th with a total take of 68,700 animals of 10 specics
in the fiscal year 1937 — muskrats 41,500; common skunks 12,600; and red foxes
6,5004

MICHIGAN ranks 3rd with a total take of 817,700 animals of 12 specics in
the fiscal year 1937 — muskrats 613,800; common akunksbloé.ooo; and weeasels
ho,lOO._

MINNESOTA ranks 16th with a total take of 190,000 animals of 12 species in
the fiscal year 1938 «— weasols 76,300; common skunks 61,100; and minks 33,000,
Minnesota leads all States and Alasksa in the number of weasels rcparted taken,

MISSISSIPPI doos not require trappers and dealers to meke an annual report.
The last estimato made in 1935, shows a total t;kd of 110,800 animals of 7 speeies-

opossums 5§,000; muskrats 18,100; and raccoons 15,600, o
4g-L0-5



. - 6 -

MISSOURI does not require treppers and dealers to make annual reports.

The following data from fur dealers indicate that there was a total take of
786,200 animals of 8 species in the fiscal year 1935 — opossums 370,300; common
skunks 205,400; snd muskrats 110,600

MONTANA requires annual reports only for beavers. The following data are
compiled from shipping permitsi 74,000 animals of 7 species shipped — muskrats
51,900; coyotes 7,000; and beavers 6,290, Montana leads all States in the number
of beavers reported.

NEBRASEA requires rsports only for beavers, of which 2,000 were reported
in the fiscal year 1938,

NEVADA does not require trappers and dealers to make annual reports.

NEW HAMPSHIRE ranks 27th with a total teke of 1£,000 animels of 11 species
in the fiscal year 193& -~ muskrats 9,000; red foxes 2,330; and common skunks
‘1,200.

NEW MEXIGO requires reports only for beavers, of which 867 were reported
in the fiscsl year 1958, '

NE¥ JERSEY renks llith with a total take of 238,900 animals of 6 specles in
the calendar year 1336 ~- muskrats 143,600; squirrcls 73,200; and common skunks
11,800,

NEW YORK jranks 9th with a total take of UC8,000 animals of 13 species in the
fiseal year 1937 — muskrats 165,800; squirrels 148,800; and common skunks 42,600,
Noew York leads all States and Alaska in the number of fishers reported taken (117).

NORTH ('AROLINA requires only fur dealers to make annual reports, but the
Commission oY Game and Inland Fisherlcs has not compiled these figures.

NORTH DAKOTA does not require trappers or fur dcelers to make annual reports.

OHIC ¥anks first with Louisiana., Ohio reports a total take of 2,500,000

animals of & species in the fiscal year 1937 — muskrats 1,200,000§'common skunks
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670;000; ahd opdsaums 470,000, = Ohio does not requife $rappers to make anniel re-
ports. These figures were‘ furnished, by licensed fur dgalers. Ohio lcads all
States and Alaska in the number of opossums end skunks reported taken.

OEKLABOMA requires annual reports from trappers and fur dealors, but the
gsystem is not orga.nizec_l sufficiently $o supply complete figures. The State re-
ports a total teke of 1,100,000 enimals of 9 species in the fiscal year 1934 —
opossums 813,300; common skunks 173,500; and spotted skunks 49,100,

OREGON ranks 19th with a total take of 66,800 animals of 13 species in the
fiscal year 1938 « muskrats 49,100; minks 6,500; and common skunks 3,600, Oregon
leads all States and Alaska in the number of mountain lions reported taken (58).

PENNSYLVANIA ranks 4th with a total take of 741,700 animals of 10 species
in the fiscal year 1938 — muskrats 319,400; common skunks 260,500; and opossums
87,600,

RHODE ISLAND does not require trappere or fur dealers to make annusl re~
ports.' |

SOUTE CAROLINA does not requhl'e trappers to make annual reports, but per-
nits for shipments outside the State show a total of 65,800 pelts of 8 species
in the fiscal yoar 1938 —- raccoons 28,300; opossuns 15,500; and minks 11,400,

SOUTH DAKO’QL does not require trappers to make annual reports, dut permit .
figures show 1,000 beaver pelts shipped out of State in the fiscal year 1938,

TENNESSER ranks 15the The S!ta.’_oe does not require trappers to make annusl
reports. During the fiscal yoar 1938, figuros obtnincd from a fur tax law showed
& total take of 211,400 animale of 9 species — opossums 134,000; common skunks
31,900; and muskrats 29,900,

TEXAS ranks 6th with a total take of 590,400 animals of 15 species in the

fiscal year 1938 «~ opossums337,300; common skunks 75,900; and gray foxoe 28,900
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‘tni'ua» figures were obtained from fur dealers, who are r‘oquiired to topart the furs
they handle, Texas leads all States and Alaska in trapping the following:
Badgers 2,5Q0; ringtail cats 14,400; and wolves 6,100, It leads all States in
the total take of Canada lynx 1,000, and foxes 29,400,

UTAH requires reports only on 'beavers,' of which 593 were roported taken
in the fiacal year 1938. |

VERMONT ranks 17th with a total take of 136,900 animals of 8 species in
the fiscal year 1938 ~ muskrats 88,300; common skunke 20,700; and raccoons
12,200, These figures wore obtained from fur dealers, who are required to report
on furs purchased, The State doss nat require trappers to mako annual reparis.

VIRGINIA ranks 10th with s tobal sake of 376,200 animals of 11 epecies
in the fiascal yecar 1938 -v~ muskrats 132,900; opossums 119,700; and common skunks
89,500« Virginia does not require trappers to mske annual reports. JYur deslers,
however, rmust report on furs pu.rchuaa.‘ ‘

WASHINGTON ranks 22nd with a sotal take of 50,300 aninale of 16 species
in the fiscal year 1937 — mlsk.r;ts 35,159; minkse 5,260: and coyotes 3,000,

WEST VIRGINIA ranks 13th. Tho S$ate does not require trappers to neke an-
nual réports, but reports furmished by fur dealers show esﬁinates of a total teke
of 307,400 aninals of 9 species in tho fiscal year 1938 — common skunks 141, 600;
opossume 91,500, and ruskrats 47,500 o

WISCONSIN ranks 2nd with a total take of 1,100,000 animals of 14 species in
the fiscal year 1938 ~— squirrels 51%,700; mskrats U26,800; and skunks 57,500
Wisconsin leads all Statos and Alaska in ths number of squirrels taken, 514,700,
and leads all States in the number of bears taken, 157.

WYOMING requires trappors to report only on beavers, of which 3,900 were
reported in the fiscal year 1938, |



