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Investigation of the number of fur animals being trapped annually for the 

nation's $65,OCO,COhyear fur market indicates that the United States is taking 

more animals annually than are being produced, the Ruroau of Biological today ra- 

portod to Socrctary of the Interior Harold L. Ickcs. 

The danger of depleting this great natural resource was emphasized when 

Secretary Ickes made public a report compiled by the Rureau of the Biological 

Survey, now a part 0 f the Department of the Interior. The report indicates that s 

it is neceaeary for States to take more active moasuros to control tho numbor of 

fur animals trapped annually if the demand for furs is to be prevontod from d& 

plating the American supply. 

The report was based on an inventory of available figures on the national 

annual "tak@ of tho animals made by the Section of Fur Rosourcos of the Biological 

SuYmy. It pointed out tint accurate figures are not as available as they should 

bo if a careful check of tae situation is to be maintained. 

"It.is unfortunate that reliable counts are not available in ovcry State;!! 

Frank 0. Ashbrook, ihief of the &&ion of yur Resources said. "Although approxi- 

mately $65,000,000~0rth of raw furs go to the markets from trappers in the United 

States and Alaska every year, we dontt know whother the country is producing 
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1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  muskra ts  a n d  t rapp ing  1 7 ,0 0 0 ,O O O  or  p r o d u c i n g  5 ,0 0 0 ,O O O  a a  t rapp ing  

2 5 ,0 ~ 0 ,0 0 0 . O n e  th i n g  is certa in,  as  th e  inventory  o f th e  B io log ica l  S u r v e y  

s h o w s , a n d  th a t is th a t m o r e  fu r  an ima ls  a re  b e i n g  t rapped  th a n  a re  b e i n g  ? r o d u c e d ? ’ 

2 h e  report ,  wh ich  w a s  a s s e m b l e d  u n d e r  th o  d i rec t ion o f Mr. A s h b r o o k , p o i n ts 

o u t th a t a l t hough  S ta te  es t imates ind ica te  th a t s o m o  1 7 ,5 0 0 ,O O O  fu r  a n i m a J s  a re  

t rappcd  e a c h  year  in  th o  Un i ted  S ta tes  a n d  A laska,  th e  S u r v e y  fu r  expor ts  feo l  

th a t th o s e  figu res  a re  fa r  f rom accurata .  It is k n o w n , fo r  ins tance,  th a t s o 0 1 0  

1 7 ,0 0 0 ,O O O  muskra t  pel ts  a l o n e  reach  th o  a n n u a l  .A m e r i c a n  raw  fu r  m a r k & . 

!I!h e  inventory,  h o w o v e r , ind icat  o d  i&  * . som~ oxtont  h o w  th e  n takoz  o f o n e  

spoc ios  o f fu r  a imca l  c o m p a r e s  wi th th a t o f o the r  spec ies .  F igures  c o m p i l e d  f rom 

est imates o f 2 7  S ta tes  ropar t fng  fo r  th o  1 9 3 7 i J S  s e a s o n  s h o w  th a t s o m e  2 5  spcc ios  

w o r e  t rapped.  H e a d i n g  th e  1 1 s t w o r e  th o  muskrat ,  th o  o p p o s u m  a n d  th e  c o r x ~ o n  

skunk.  

T h e  repor t  s ta ted th a t S u r v e y  o ffia ia ls  p robab l y  wi l l  c o n tin u e  tak ing  an -  

n u a l  inventor ies  o f fu r  tr,a p p i n g  to  th e  extent  o f figu res  th a t a re  ava i lab le .  

Desp i te  th e  resul ts  o f th e  cur rent  study,  wh ich  w e r e  to r m o d  fld iscouraging, t f  th e  

S u r v e y  is sat is f ied th a t va r ious  S ta te  g a m e  commiss ions  wi l l  seok  m o r e  accura te  

m e a n s  o f l ea rn ing  wi th s o m e  accuracy  th e  extent  o f th e  a n n u a l  ta k e  in  the i r  S ta tes.  

‘R IO  repor t  e m p h a s i z e d  th a t e ffect ive m a n a g e m e n t o f fu r  resources  c a n n o t b e  ox-  

p o c tcd u n til accura te  d a ta  c a n  b e  a s s e m b l e d  a b o u t th e  a n n u a l  p o p u l a tio n  o f sn imals ;  

th e  oxtont  o f th e  se a so n *8  t raming,  e n d  o tho r  in fo rmat ion  a b o u t th is  va luab le  

commerc ia l  resource .  D t p o i n te d  o u t th a t t rapp ing  is a  substant ia l  indust ry  th a t 

t2 a .n  p r0duc0  i n c o m e  to  fa r m o r e  a 8  wel l  as  p ro fess iona l  t rappers,  

Acco rd ing  to  th e  report ,  fu r  an ima ls  const i tute o n o  o f th e  n a tio n ts m o s t 

va luab le  n a tu ra l  resources .  S o  far,  th e  B io log ica l  S u r v e y  said,  c o m p a r a t ively 

litt le e ffort  h a s  b e e n  m a d o  to  conse rve  e # !& tively th e  var ious  species.  A a  a  



result, indications ar8 that an 3mportant industry is in some jeopardy. So 

critical is the situation for acme of the more valuable fur animals such as 

martens, fishers, wolverines and otters that the Survey has appealed to all State 

game commissions to protect theso animals with a five-year closed period to fore- 

stall their extermination. 

“At one time,” the report said, st&e United States was the world’s chief 

source of fur supply, but today this country does not produce enough to meet more 

than a third of its 0wn a-as. Twj.ce as many foreign furs are now being used 

here as domestic pelts ,uld the demaud for raw furs ir increasing. As a result of 

this pressure of demand, trappers are still taking fur animals from the wild with- 

out checking to see whether the stock Is becoming depleted.” 

It further pointed out that regulation of trapping mzst come through State 

action as the fur animals are recognized as the property of the individual States. 

The reports on the number of animals trapped during the last calendar year 

by States follow: 

ALASKA reported a total of 4Sl.479 animals of 21 species shipped from 

Alaska and the Pribilof Islands in the calendar year 1938 - muskrats 291,lb; 

seals 58,364; and beavers 3O,Sg$3. The, Territory trapped more of the following 

animals than any State8 Beavers, seals, bears, 193; Canada lyhx, 2,130; foxes 

34,150; martens 9,200; otters 2,500; ma wolverines 248. 

ALABUA has never required mual reports from trappers or dealers. 

. ARIZONA ranks 2gth with a total t&o of 3,000 animals of 11 spocias in the 

calendar year 1937 - coyotes 1,200; gray foxes 759; aa muskrats 375. 

AltUBAS ~mnks 7th with a total take of 479,700 animals of 9 species in 

the fiscal year 1938 - opc~sums 370,000; common SIWICS 60,000; aa raooons 28,700. 

CALIFORNIA ranks 23rd with a total take of 45,ooO a;ninaltt of 17 spod~~ in 

$he fiecal year 1938 - musIcrats lg,mr common skunks 6,500: and racooons 5,000. 
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California leads all States and Alaska in the number of bobcats reported taken 

(2,300) l 

COLORADO has no law protecting fur animals other than beavers. 

CONNECTICUT ranks 20th with Maine. Connecticut reports a total take of 

65,000 animals of 10 species in the calendar year 1936 - squirrels 30,500; 

muskrats 17,500; and common skunks 6,700. 

DELAWARE ranks 21st with a total tako of.54,6OO enimsls of 3 spocios in the 

fiscal year 1938 - muskrats 50,700; OpOSSUmS. 2,‘700a an8 mccoons 1,100. 

FLORIDA ranks 25th with a tot&l take of 37,soO animals of 2 species in the 

fiscal year 1938 - raccoons 31,200: rtnd C~OSSUIBS,~,~O~. 

GEORGIA ranks 26th with a total take of 19,500 animals of 13 species in the 

fiscal year 1938 - raccoons 11,700; opossums,3~6OO; aa minks 1,700. 

IDAHO ranks 24th with a total take of 38,500 animals of 19 species in the 

fiscal year 1934 - muskrats 34,300; minks 950; Etna weasels 930. State fur laws 

require trappers to report e,n.mal catch. Since season 1933-34 the fish and game 

commission has not compiled the numbor of fur animals ix&on. Cnbasis of the 

199 report, Idaho leads all States in numbor of martons taken (4SO), 

JLLINOIS ranks 8th with a total take of 411,600 animals of 6 species in 

the fiscal year 1937 - mu&&s 324,000; common +&s 30&10; ana O~OSBUIUS 25.50~ 

UCUNA ranks 5th with a total take of 711&O animals of 6 species ip tho 

fiscal year 1938 - muskrats 433,100; opossums 170,000; ma common skunks 49,500. 

Only licensed fur buyers are required to report annually. 

IOWA ranks 11th with a total take of 366,200 aninals of 11 species in the 

fiscal year 1938 - muskrats 176,700; common skunks 102,200; aa spotted skunks 

27,000. 

KANSds ranks 12th with a total take of 313,500 animals of 13 species in the 

fiscal year 193s - CO~OI~ s-13 iio,ooo; 0~088~~ p&00; ma mmms 78,000. 
48 AOA 
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Tha Stat0 does not roquiro trappers to n&o annual roport. These figures QXO 

t&on from reports mdo by fur dealers. Xansas loads all States and Alaska in 

nutlbor of coyotes reported takon (10,900). 

KBBTUCKY does not require trappers to ro?ort. .- 

LOUISIANA ranks first with Ohio. &ouisiana reports a total take of 

2,500,000 anina~s of 6 epocios in the fiscal year 1937 - mslsrats 2,200,000; 

opossum 128,000; and raccoons ~6,000. Louisiana loads all St&m and Alaska in 

nunbcr of m&rats roportad taken, and in ninks (81,500). 

MAIll ra'nks 20th with Connecticut. Maine reports a total take of 65,000 

animih of 1.2 species in the fiscal year 1937 - muskrats 40,000; red fox 6,100; 

and common skunks 6,000. Maine leads all lStatee in the number of otters reported 

(166). 

l%WIABD does not require trappms or fur dealers to make annual reports, 

but State game wardens estimate that 2,000,OOO muskrats are trapped annually. 

Only Louisiana reported a larger take (2,2OO,5OO). 

MASSACHUS~TS ranks 18th with a total take of 68,700 animals of 10 species 

i" the fiscal yeax 1937 - muskrats 41,500; common skunks 12,600; and red foxes 

6,500. 

MICHIGAN ranks 3rd with, a total take of Sl7.700 animals of 12 species in 

the fiscal year 1937 -muskrats 613,800; COIXIO~ ~~I,UIW 105,000; and weasels . 

40,100. 

MISNlWOl?h ranks 16th with a total take of l~,OOO animals of 12 species in 

tho fiscal year 1g3g - weasels 76,300; comon &J&S 61,100; and ninks 33,000. 

Minnesota leads all States and Ala&a in the number of weasels ropoktod taken. 

MISSISSIPPI does not requiro trappers and dealers to make an annual report. 

The last estimto made in 1935, shows a total tako of 110,800 auimals of 7 qeeies- 

opossums 9,000; muskrats 18,100; and raccoons 15,600, 
4iG4oL5 
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MISSOURI does not require trappers and dealers to make annual reports. 

Ihe following data from fur dealers indicate that there was a total t&e of 

786,200 animals of g speciea; in the fiscal year 1935 - opossums 370,300; common 

skunks 205,400; and .muskrats 110,600. 

MONT.U?A requires annual reports only for beavers, The follor;lng data are 

compiled from shipping permits8 74,000 animals of 7 species shipped - muskrats 

51,900; coyotes 7,000; and beavers 6,290. Montana leads all States in the number 

of beavers reported. 

NEBRASKA requires reports only for beavers, of which 2,000 were reported 

in the fiscal year 193S. 

l lEUDA does not require trappers and dealers to make annual reports. 

lili# HAMPSHIRE rank!: 27th with a total teke of lF;,OOO animals of 11 species 

in the fiscal year 195.!3 - muskrats 9,000; red f 0x8s 2,330; end common skunks 

1,200. 

NEW ME&IF0 requires reports only for beavers, of which g67 were reported 

in the f1a.W year lg5S. 

XiXW JEEWY 

the calendar year 

11,800. 

L 
renks 14th with a total take of 23S,goO animals of 6 species in 

1.336 - muskrats 143,600; squirrels 73,200; and comon skunks 

$fl!$! YORK ranks 9th with a, total take of k?g,OOO animels of 13 species in the 

fiscz$ year 193; - muskrats 165,800; squirrels 148,SOO; and common skunks 42,600. 

Now York leads all States and Alaska in the number of fishers reported taken (117). 

NORTH WROIIINA requires only fur dealers to make annual reports, but the 

Commission 05’ Game and Inland lfisherios has not compiled these figures. 

NOR% DAKOTA does not require trappers or fur dealers to make annual reports. 

OHIC f&nks first with Louisiana. Ohio reports a total take of 2,5OO,OOO 

animals of S species in the fiscal year 1937 C-L muskrats 1,200,OOOj ‘common skunks 

4k40-6 



ports, These figuree were furalehed by licensed fur dealers. Ohio loads al.1 

Stab and Alaska in the number of opoesums end skunks reported taken. 

OKtAEOMA requiroo annual reports from trappers and fur dealers, but thy 

syrtem is not orgsnieed suffic$en$ly to supply complete figures. The State re-- 

ports a total take of 1,1OO,OOO anJ.mels of 9 specie8 in the fifcal year 1934 - 

opoasums 813,300; common skuaks 173,500; and spotted skunks 49,100. 

ORECCB ranks 19th with a total take of 66,8lO animals of 13 species in the 

fisael year 1938 - muskrats 4g,loO; minks 6,600 ; and common skunks 3,600. Omgaa 

leads all States and Alaska in the number of mountain lions reported taken (58). 

PBNBSYLVIWIA ranks 4th with a total take of 741,700 animals of 10 species 

in, the fiscal year 193s - muekrafs 319,klO; COBMIIQXI s%utxks 26O,5OO; and opossums 

87,6oo. 

~(XYEi MAND does not require trapPer or fur dealers to bake ennuel SB- 

ports. 

SOUTH CAROIIM does not require trappers to make annuel reports, but pep 

nits for shipments outeide the State show a total of 65&o pelts of 8 slpecies 

in the fiscal year 193S - raccoons 2S,300; opossums 15,500; and minks 11,400. 

SOUTH DAICOTA does not require trappers to make annual reports, ‘but permit 

figures show 1,000 beaver pelts shipped out of St&e in the fiscal year 193% 

. TJBXBSSBB ranks 15th. The State does not require trappers to make ~w.MJ. 

reports. During the fiscal year 1938, figuroa obtrslnod from a fur tax law shuw&+ 

a totel take af 211&00 enimale of 9 epecioe - opossums l$,OOO; common sb&s 

31,900; end mu&rats 29,900c b 

TEXAS rank8 6th with a total take of 590,400 aninnla of 15 species in the 

fiacal yehr 1938 - opasBum~397,3oo: common skunks 75,900; and gray foxes 2&W* 
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-8s f3#uaw were obU&d from fur dealera, who sre m&&d b kqart the fWa 

they l%mdle, !bmta leads al2 S+er and Alwlca ifl tmpplng the followingl 

Beor% 2,5QO; riagtail cab 14v400; &ml wolves 6,100. It leads til States in 

the to&l. take of C@ada lynx l&O& and foxes 29,400. 

U!lU require6 reports only ark bsavors, of which 593 were reported t&en 

in th8 fiscal year 1938. 

WRMcmtT ranks 17th with a t&al Wea ai ~36,900 animals of 8 species in 

the fi8C&d. y08X 1938 - muskrgts dRif,po~ Qt9lmon SkLlnka 20,700: and raQ~oons 

12,200, There figures wore obtalzHd $PW fiup doahrs, who are required to report 

on furs purchased. The St&o doer not raqulre trappera to mko annual repmte. 

VIRGIl!ZA ranks 10th with B &o&k We of 376,200 ~fojl8 of 11 apecios 

in the fiacal year 1938 w mudmate l~escX,: agos8wns llg,700; snd camuon shnk8 

g9,5(JJ. Virginia does not require fXYg9(3rs to make annual reports. Pur dealers, 

however, trust report on fura purobmt$tL 

W~INRCON ranks 22nd w&t& a +&a& tafrs of f50,3cx> ankm3.r of 1.6 species 

in the fiscal year 1937 - mudsrats 35,159; ninh 5,200; and coyotes 3,000. 

'kWBT VIRGINIA ranka LJth. ‘php LO*&@ does not require trappora to rmke an-= 

nti reporta, but reports fumished by fur dealore show eatkt&os of a total,t&e 

of 307,400 t&n+8 of 9 spocitas $n the fiaoal year 1938 - aarmon dcunka 141,600: 

opoaaums 91,500, and ma&rata 47,5Q& 

WSSCONSIN rmlce 2nd with a t&a& take of 1,100,ooO anbalr of 14 epecie$ in 

the fiscal year 1938 - .squirrolrr 514,700; m&rata 426,SOO; Rnd akm@ 57,500. 

Wiscoaaih lead8 all States am3 Alaska in the number of squirrels taken, 514,700, 

and lead8 all States in the number of bears taken, 157. 

WYOMING requires trappora to report only on beavers, of whioh 3,900 were 

reported In the fircral year 1938. 


