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A five-year food program prepared. by six Interior Depsriment bureaus to in-—
trease the production of meat, fieh, dairy products, beans, and potatoes was sud-
mitted today to Food Administrator Claude R. Wickard by Secretary of the Interior
Harold L. Ickes. Secretary Ickes estimated thet the vrogram in the five-year
period would provide food enough to feed 10 million persons for a year, assuming
its immediate adoption and adequate supplies of menncwer, materials and money.

Propoged as a specific contribution towarcd meebing the Nastion's food plans,
the individuel reports were submitted with a statement that the originating
agencies are prepared to undertake all or any perts of the program to the extent
that they are avnthorized and ensbled to do so by wartime conditions.

Stripped to these five major critical war foods, and restricted to the areas
in which Interior Department buresus have special administrative responsibilities,
the components of the program werc based on time schedules from 1943 to 1947 and
detailed the production estimated to resvlt from specified investments of man-
vower, materials, and money, The resulting estimates generselly show a progressive
acceleration, starting from small increases in the supplies of certain critical
foods this year and indicating substantial increases on a rapidly rising scale in
194U and beyond.

The report also contained o flat statement that continuiﬁg decline in man=-
power, "if not relieved, will result in less production of critical fcods this
year rather than more."

_The six agencies involved are the Pish and Wildlife Service, which hag re-
sponsibility for the production of the commercisl fisheries and mansgement of wild
game resources in the United States and Alaska; the Bureau of Reclamation, con-
cerned with providing irrigation water for lands in the arid western states; the
Grazing Service and the General Land Cffice, which are charged with the adminis-
tration of large areas of Federal range lands; the Office of Indien Affairs, which
administers the Indian reservations; and the Geological Survey, which has re-
sponsiblllty in the sumply of mineral fertilizers.

- On the basis of qdequate supplles of critical materials, manpower including
construction labor, and other production requirements, the combined proposals
estimate increased contributions to the world food pool aggregating in five years
1-1/2 billion pounds of meat, 1-3/Y4 villion pounds of fish, 11 billion pounds of
milk, almost a billion pounas of beans, and more than 100 million bushels of
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potatoes., The report states that these commodities arc not offered as a balanced
diet by themsclves, and their translation into over-all food value sufficicnt on
a caloric basis to sustain 10 million versons for a year is cited merely as an in-
dication of the scope of the program.

On an annual bagis these estimated increases in production would be equiva-
lent to normal rations in these foods only for the following number of persons:
1943——meat products, 2,800,000; fish foods, -775,000 (o decrease); dairy oroducts,
89,000; beans, 3,100,000:; and potatoes, 1,513,000. By 1945 the estimates rise to:
meat products, 4,397,000 persons; fish fonds, 25,100,000; dairy Froducts,
2,200,000; beans, 24,900,000; and potatoes, 9,600,000; and by 1947, to; meat prod-
ucts, 10,000,00C persons; fish foods, almost 100,000,000; dairy products,
6,500,000; beans, 44,900,000, and notatoes, 20,800,000,

The report emphasizes that the figures represent increases over and avtove
the present vast rroduction for which the Interior Department sgencies have es-
tablished responsibilities; also, that the estimates pertain only to the spheres
in which the Interior agencies operate, and dc not therefore represent over-all
national totals except for fish production in which Secretsry Wiczard as Food
Administrator has delegated naticnal responsibility to Secretary Ickes.

With respect to current production in these fields, Secretary Ickes said
that the fisheries yields would be down a little in 19U43; meat, milk, and potato
production would be up a little; and as for the fifth commodity--beans--he re-
vealed that production went up 55 percent on Reclamation projects in 1942, and is
~expected to De up 109 percent in 1943 over the base year of 19UO,

Beans, recently rationed domestically, require only eight points per pound in
ticket value cut of Ration Book Me. 2. Dried beans in a number of varieties are
in demand for lend-lease and overseas use because they keep well, are easy to
ship, and are universally consumed, '

Production estimates given in the Interior Department report do nct include
increases that alsc might be obtained in the supplies of fruits, specialty crops,
sugar beets, cereals, fibers, and other products pertaining to foods, Likewise,
without attempting to evaluate them in terms of food production, the report covers
such essentials to food production as fertilizers, water resources, animals feeds,
vitamin oils, and electric power for farm pumping and agricultural processing.

The six bureaus are mobilized to expand food production facilities under
their jurisdictions to whatever extent they can be fitted into the national food
program, and to the extent that necessary materials, equipment, manpower, and
other production facilities cen be made available. Brief summaries of thelr pro-
posals follow:

BURFAU OF RECLAMATION-—(1) Continue operation of 41 Federal irrigation proj-
ects serving water this year to 3,700,000 acres of highly productive land in 15
semli-arid states, so as to maintain the important western output of forage crops,
feed grains, field crops, fruits, and vegetables. (2) Resume full-scale construc—
tion on 24 projects that have been shut down by the War Production Board, and



start construction on 15 new projects in order to extend thie aress for which
water would be available by 1945 to 5,800,000 acres and by 1947 to 9,800,000
acres. (3) Continue operations of Reclamation rower plants, and expand hydro-
electric production on some projects, to serve irrigation pumps, farm homes,
and agricultural vprocessing plants.

FISH AYD WILDLIFE SERVICE--(1) Increase the yield of the great commercial
fisheries by expediting the alleviation of unfavorable fishing conditions caused
by the war, and stimulating the fullest possible production in Pacific, Atlantic,
Gulf, and inland waters. (2) Operate the Federal fich hatcheries to furnish
seed stock for the ever-increasing number of domestic farm monds., (3) Utilize
the National Wildlife Refuges for crop and livestock production. (4) Encourage
the ralsing of comestic rabuits and greater use of wild game meat for home con-
sumption. (%) Intensify cocperative predator and rodent control work to reduce
death losses of livestock and poultry.

GRAZING SERVICE-—(1) Readjust the nuibers of cattle and sheep to full carry-
ing capacity of the 142 million acres of range within the Federnl grazing dis-
tricts with some adjustments up and some down, averagirg an over-all increase in
stocking estimated at 10 percent. (2) Intensify the range improvement program to
yield larger crops and heavier weights of calves and lambs. (3) Divert to meat
production 100,000 excess horses and additional thousands of game animels on the
Federal range.

GENERAL LAND COFFICE~-(1) Increase the livestock carrying capacity on 40
million acres of public lands outside of grazins districts by accelerating its
programs of range development and leasinz to secure controlled grazing., (2) Foster
the expansion of commercial fertilizer production from the large potash and phos—
phate reserves on the public domain.

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS--(1) Bring into immediate cultivation 60,000 acres
of idle lards that are irrigable from existing cansals, to raise additional po-
tatoes, beans, cereal,.and forage crops. (2) Increase the quality and weight of
livestock on 33 million acres of Indian range by fosterine improved mansgement
practices and better control of predatory animals. (3) Promote self sustenance
on Indian reservetions by increasing the number and size of school farme and home
gardens, expamding their facilities for dehydration and canning, and encouraging
prudent utilization of fish and wildlife resources.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY--(1) Continue its work on mineral fertilizers, promote
their development, and lease Government-owned deposits of phosnhates and potash
needed for increasing crop production. (2) Maintain its records on water resources
and make availlable the factual data required for the day~to-day operations of
hundreds cf thousands of irrigators and stock ranchers.
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