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Mavy blimps, on the lookout for enenmy submesrines and surface craft in North-
western waters, also are helping the war food progrem. Under an arrangement
worked out between the Office of the Ccordinator of Fisheries and Vice Admiral
Frank Jack Fletcher, Navy commandant in the Seattle area, “limps which sight schools
of fish will communicate the news by short wave to fishing vessels, Coordinator
Harold L. Ickes reported today.

The patrolling blimps from their vantage points can easily spot schoo}s of_
fish which might take fisnermen hours to locate. The assistance of tne bllmps is
expected to be of special importance to the sardine, or pilchard, and tuna fisher-
ies.

Vice Admiral Fletcher has arranged for the blimps under his command to broad-
cast the location of fish to any nearby fishing vessels, and the Tlimps will also
shortwave the location of any schools they have sighted every day at noon. In .
addition each pilot will report on fish sighted at the conclusicn of their routine
patrol flights and the compiled reports will be communicated to the Columbia River
Packers Association which in turn will give the information to fishing vessels.

Coordinator Ickes said that the arrangement undoubtedly would contritute mate-
rially to increased oroduction of fish in Northwestern waters and sail it was a
goold example of the cooperation being given to the fishing industry bty the Navy.
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