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Yo =zdequate substitute hes been found for ager, the gelatincus substance
which comes from certain seaweeds, for bacteriological work althoug: adeguate sub-
stitutes for some of its industrial uses are now being employed, Dr, Leslie 4.
Svndholver. tecnnologist of the Fish and Wildlife Service of the Derartment of
the Interlor, said todov in a paper read before the American Publlo Health Asso-
ciation in Tew York,

"ntil the attock upon Pearl Harbor, the United St-tes had been dependent

on the O”lent for most of its suroly of ager (92 percent from Japan »~rd China in
10U1)," the waae*, prenared by Dr Sﬂnahol"er and Leonsrd S. Stoloff, alsc a IS
technician, declared, MOf thls sualy, 18 mercent was vsed for the mremaration of
bacteriolo~ical culture media. The War Production Board, recogniring the roten-
tial menace to the he-~lth service of the nation by 1oss of the Crients) immortis,
re%trirted the use of agar to bacterioclogical urnos The scarcity cf aszor

and the wurchase of it by the Defense Suwvllcs Cor_or tlo“ to establish a stock-
~ile hnve su;-mluteu domestic producticn to » level telieved ademuste to meet

the domestic reqguirements for bacte rlcloglc7" medis, There are sufficient facili-
ties to aaiantaln wroduction and carciul screening of Lend~Lease demands 1s corn—
tributing to the maintenance of an sadecuate stocipile, ™

The teciniciaas are now at workz to obinin a defirition of the ~Zveicel and

cnemical nro.ertles of agar. Lack of nn adeguste scientific descri-ticn of toe
substance has jreviously handicapped searches for a satisfactor)y sibetitute for
its bacteriological uses., Preliminary work on these investi bethus hag now been

completed »nl it 1s exvected that a final report will be ready within a matier
of weeks,

i1t is howed, Dr, Sendholzer said, troat "promuleation of stoniard test
methods n~nc sheciiicaticns for brneteriolosical ngar will accom licl: tvo pur-oses,
Firet, it will direct present searches for bacteriological a »r toward a definite
zoal., Second, 1t will provide the boctericlogist with a =rodnct x-on vhieh he
can rely for uniform results.!




