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Alaska is not a land teer5ng with unli3ited quantities of bi; gane, 
contrary to 20;Jular impression, and special efforts are havin: to be Jlade 
to protect the territory's wildlife because of the influx of thousands of 
ne.-,i residents due to mr activities, Dr. Ira 1:. Gabrielson, Director of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service o, f the Departler,t of the Interior, ss.55 todajT in 
an address before the annual meting o1 c the Audubon Society in TJela,i York Sity, 

"Alaska is the last 2rza.t reservoir of big ;arze in PTorth Axrice under 
the krnerican flag. There are excellent herds of I;zoose, mountair? shecy:, caribou 
goats, and deer, and great numbers of bears. Thera are ;:reA nurzbers of $1oose 
and :aount;in sheep only because Alas\<& provides a vast stit;ble 1ivi.h;; sl~aee 
.for tliex TOG ;xmy cj.tizens , ~articu1arl.y t;lose with sportmen's inst?ncts;, 
have the iqression that Alaska is a land tee!dm:: ?:!itn such bi;; gale. That 
is not true,~~ Dr. Gabrielson declared. 

~~Despite the fact that Alaska has an estimated noose ;j0pulr3tiOil excee?- 

ing 20,000 ar%lals , one can search diligently throu:;h iYa~~~~ thousai:ds 0:" s'iuare 
-xi.les xi.th0u.t seeing one moose. The sarle is true 0; sheep, goats, and other 
Sir :zme slecies. 3 .A 

"The great bird color;ies also are not :Lides?read, but art restri.cted to 
specific areas w -ere the conditions suitable for their existence occur. it 
is true that tllere are great numbers of nesting zczse and ducks in certain 
areas of Alaska, but bird life--particularly s-mllbird life--is :-zuch scarce: 
both as to total number of species and as to nur?~ers of indiviiiu;:ls in :I 
given locality t&n in any connarable area in the States. 
mamals that feed upon aquatic' species, 

Or-Q fog ->ii-::s xi?d 
do t:+ available food sm;?lies porlit 

great ioo;oulations of great concentrations". 

The tremendous influx of people into Alaska, both civilim and military, 
h *as had a profound effect upon the resident I:ildlife and u;;,on its future status, 
Dr. Gabrielson said. Although there has been solve wmton kil-in;; of :;,a~?, 
chiefly Sy civilian rather than military personnel, the total advcrsc affect 
on the :*ildlife popula~tion has not become serious. At tjx; prese,nt ti:lti, at 

most ;30sts, the Amy and Xavy art: endeavorin: to l:etq the killing of ,..ane u3- 
der reasonable control. 

Of greater influence on the future of Alaskan wildlife !ms boen the COP 

struction of landing fields and highwys. These alone have qado it I~ossible 
for the increased number of people to get into territori.cR l,i+i c>l have previ.i:;i~sly 

(over) 



been inaccessible anci have mad e also inevitabl,~: the decimation of game sup@ies 
in certain locslitirs, Dr. G;lbri.elson assert2d. There is a. chant:: that the 
present frontier Alaska will grdlall;;r be cone 3:lor~c: Cornell-tely ckveloptcl, ur- 
banizzd, and eqloited. If that occurs people can no 10n.g~;:' de?cnd, as mwy 
of the Eakiws and Indians do at the prcscnt time, entirely uponthe fish, gale, 
and fur for thair existence. There ,:xrc not enough of such :;uT;Lic.: c to czx for 
eny gr\J;.t incrz;ss in population ovtir thrt which Alaska has su;)ported in the past 

Some r13w rdugcs have bi.en crcatod, to htlp ,7rotect game ~_~~n,j thy ;:nvLron- 
mcnt l*:hich makes it possible, he s&id, arid othi:rs may hav,? to be created "XI J-JR:- 
vent .1cstruction of csssntial Iwildlife habitats. " we hops to establish such 
refuges before important spcci.-s of wildliZc 3rc (-l.ostroyG,d rath.:r than ;!zYLt 
that destruction and then go through the long, painful process of r:storzLtion 
that h::s b.z::n rwcc,:;sary in the States.ll 

. A greatly increzsod staff of wCardcns to patrol the countr:: will b\r: needed, 
Dr. Gabrielson sai? 'J qointing out that at present only 14 men ;?atrol the vtrst 
extent of Alaska. In'addition more than the five airplanes now ava!Vlable 5or 
.the wardens will have to be put into service, 

"Today the fishcries are the pr3.ncipal, and fur the t:ii.rrA largest, source 
of revenue in Alaska. Witnnut the salmon fisheries me:.n;y inhabitants of the 
coastal toy:?rizs would have no means of li~~~elihood, an!. l::ithout the fur business 
most of the small inland to;dns would va:rj.sh. \Je can look for an increased 
pressure on these resources vith an increased population. svcntually s?:oh 
_nressure must lead to the development of other means of liveli-hoed or the 
eventual destruction of thz natural biological resources. 

"In order to place the management of the yjildlife resources 011 a 7)i,r-z- _ >*..-A 
nent basis of self-perpetuation it cvill be necessary to change t:ie concems of 
the people of Alaska and of most of the peoyil~. v:!lo are going to Alaska, r~- 
garding ,the extent to which v:ildlifa.: rna;~~ be utilized. Qnly by succcssiully 
clmif;i.rj; the popular vifq~oint may we mainta.n Alaska as ?;he source of the 
most valuable salmon fishcry in the v*orld, as thz how of th:.: Grt:ates t ,bird 
colonies in the country, and as the l:-i.st reservoir of t?:e groat geme herds 
to b:> found un,rier the Arzt;ri.c:in flag.'! 

P.N. 28653 2 


