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The famous fur-seal herd of the Pribilof Islcar;ds has so increased in siae 
that it now represents a capital value cf a.o~~)rosinately UC, CXK, %Y!, accordi&? 
to a re?ort to Secretary of the interior Earcld. L. Ickes. 

At currel:t prices, according to the re-oort by 3. Ira IT. Sabrielson, Director 
of tix Xsh <and !Al&life Service, this yearts tnke of ].17,16ri skins y3.1 b#e w-,rth 
q3proxime t ely $5, CC3, CTE after rrocessirg . The nlzmber of skins takeri this yex- 
was the greatest, for any yea, r since 3overnzxnt ogerrtior, cf the sealing wnt into 
ef feet in 1.31,?. 

2. Gabrielson pointed out t-hat so far ::ea.rly SC, I;C!-,, X3 ha.? been turlzei! 
into the T,‘,S. Treasury from sealin? o-oera.tions after -2ay.ment of e-menses 2213 
,amounts d%e other ~overriiients under international trwtiee, “With ti?e senl h::rS 
now in good. condition 2nd of increasing; si?;e it is exi+cte~. t-hat we wilL c0JTtiFJ.e 

to tcke large rxxmbers of skins each year, 1’ he d.eclared, “and the nrofits to t.% 
neople of the Ynited States should show a. substz~ntial incre?se.‘l 

Yhen the United’Stotes rurchased Alaska in X67 the herd had an estimated 
i70uulation of some 4, XX, 113Y a.nimals. Sealing ri-,hts were leased to private 
firms for two X-year periods, eiYlir~ in 19111. At tha’t time the herd kid been 
reduced to 031y 130 , CCC ainim;~ls ,FT.I?. it ws feared 3x1t it mi i2t s3tn. face ex- 
tinction. Treaties which stopped x1ari.c seelirg r,nd t#he fo?.lowirg of sound Con.- 
servation practices since th,: t time ham resulted. in t,he growth of the herd to 
a fi,rure somel,!hcre between 2,Y;, ;)\iO and 2,7’:J,?Y nnirwls today. 

This year 1s take cI c fours hr?,s cow a:?rive,d safely in. the United States ,?rd 
processir-q. will. short&; beg.in at the nlwt of the $‘ouke i~s Corn;-jany, St. i:otis, 
a~~ ents of the ~Governmsr~t . 


