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The growing importance of Chicago as a whole sa.le nar ket for fish and other 
seafood products is deaonstrsted by statistics of the Fish 2nd i4ildlife Service, 
Departznt of ti?e Interior, which show that in the first 1Q Ir.onths of this year 
68,566,622 pouncis of fish and shellfish v~ere handled by Chicago wholesalers - 76 
percent up from the similar period of 1939, the first year in nhich such figures 
were coilectcyl, 

The :lar%et for fish and shellfish in the Chicago area asj>arently is still 
groi,iing rapidly: already this year more of these products have &en handled than 
in the whole of 1942. 

Despite Chic~gors inland location, the greatest i.ncreLtses have been in salt 
wa-ter fishes. Imports from Canada have also sho::~n a decided increase. Coqared 
with lzt ye:ir, shipnents of salt :~ater species have risen i;l ;;ercent, L,!hile fresh- 
water species norrnzlly ayaj-&*ble fr (yn pc: :J.P': .Tr Lyeas AIL .L riL, hxe incressedoriQli3 percent. 
Imports from Canada have gone up 57 percent l&i,ie receipts from dome:>-tic areas have 
increased 18 percent. 

Closely related to the trend tc~ard fish fro:.1 more distant ;lroduction ceriters 
is a c&knee in the method of transport&tion. Truc!<s, z&pted to short, fast hauls 
from nearby waters, formerly brought in 3G percen", of Chic;lgors fish. RelTiecting 
the rJbber and gasoline situation, truck trans;>ort hr,s now declined to 22 percent, 
while rail express carries 4 5 percent of the shipments, Z.nci fl-c3igii-t the bE&nCe, 

Sharp increases in the quantity of fish shi;;ped from Rritish Columbia, Alberta, 
New Brznswick, snd Nova Scotia are evide?& in the iish and :Jildli.fe Service sta- 
tistics+ British Columbia ships principally halii7‘ut, salmon, and s&&fish, and 
AlJ>erta is a sOurIce of ?r‘nitefish, lake trout, i;icl:erel., and other fresh+!tAter 
species. The Atlantic Coast of C.mada sup$ins c?:iefly lobsters, mzckcrel, cod, 
2nd smelt. 

Among domestic sources, considerably larger shiments were received from all 
of the Pacific Co::st States and Xlaska, as ~veil as from Florida, Texas, Mississipfi, 
Ohio, and Minnesota. 

Shipments of halibut, which is normally sold in lzrger quantity thn^n any 
stnor fish in Chicl;go, increased 39 percent coq;:ired ?::ith 194.2. Receipts of 
shrimp, which us~lly rank second in volume, shol?red little ch;:ng~. 

(OiW) 



An impressive number of comparatively now products made their appearcmce in 
Chiczgo mzkets this year. For example, wholesalers handled l&8,000 pounds of 
squid, 94,000 pounds of shark meat, and 16,000 pounds of skate. Lingcod, a 
Pacific Coast fish not sold in Chicago ll- 
tity of 408,000 pounds, 

sot year, appe:_ired this year in the quzn- 
and mullet from the Gulf Coast is being handled for the 

first time in significant quantities. Such fresh-water spccics 3s shcepshead, 
carp, suckers, bullheads, and bowfin vw~.so~d in consi.derab3.y larger quantity 
than la?t year. . . 
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