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The tenth annual migrstoqj waterfowl inventory ~lrill be token this week by 
obsrrvcrs all over the United States in order to assemble the data on which 194L 
hunting rzulathons will be issued, according to n retort by Dr. Ira X. Gabrielson, 
Director of the Fish and ‘iildlife Service, to Secretary cf the Interior harold L. 
Ick: s. 

lack of marqow~r and. of tranqort~,tion rn%ay intrrfere a.5 was t7F; case last 
year, Dr. Gabrielson said, ‘out the check will Ye as complete a,.s war conditions 
ail1 ~1110~~~ and an effort l&ill be made to cover all States. The annual inventory 
is madi: under Congressional m,andatE:. 

January is selcctc!! as the month for cstiaatinp the, nuxb~r of migrat,ory 
vat crfowl b~~c,ause t.hi s is the time cf ye-r the birds are most likely to rcwin in 
on? locality and be inclllded in the estimate only once. The inv ntorix &xc 
bez t:bn mch y-cr,r since Jarwxry 1935, the low point. of t?-ile Wxk d-?rtssionft 
when th2 nuiibers were estimated at 12s~ than 30 million. Last ye2ir, ~I?3C,?USC Of 
carefu.1 conservation mt-,ti=ods in t1he interim, tnc estimatert number was plnccd at 
119,6oo,occ. 

Estimating the number of migratory waterfowl is an intricate ta.sk rqliring 
coordirstion of a. nrtionyidr stxfff of cqwrt observers,, Dr. Gabriclson pointed 
out. Vndor the loadership of the five Fish and Yildlifc Service rc:gionrtl ?irec- 
tors, the corps 0’ 0 bs--rvxs will have mt?mbers in each stqt2 althol@k most of the 

obsxvatiocs will ‘oe t&on aio:~ the Atl,u;tic, Gulf, and Pacific Coasts, and. in 
the Pi ssissippi Valley. 

Inventory figures are not to be considered as accurate counts of hraterfo~~rl 
populatiox, I)r. Gabrielson declar,zd, but r,?th;:r ,QS v~lu;!?;lc~ indic,?tions Of tk 
tra-ds of bird. popu.lnticns. On the: basis of inv?ntoq ficLwcs an? other invasti- 
g~~tiors by the %iS-rl .Qn?. Yildlifc Service, Secretarjr I&es will adopt th? 19L4 
nigrntor,y’ bird huntins reguIhtions late; next sumc3 r . 

&scribing tha metlio? of making wterfowl estimates, Dr. Gabrielson stcted 
that obserwrs in +;ich 0 f the five regions in North Americ? rqort their findings 
to t.hc. regional l:xdcr. iicturns from the various regions are tabulated, summw- 
ized, ,and s:nt to ‘?a.shington, P). C., where Frodcrick C. Lincoln, whr is in general 
ch,argc of the inventory l,Tork, and his staff compile the estimated totals for the 
various species. 

Coopcrating in the work 0.. f taking the invc-mt9r-y w;- the %tior;al E)ark %rv- 
iccl, Civil Air Patrol, the Naval Air Sorvicc, Coqst &prd., Forclst Sc-rvico, Soil 
Conservation Sxvicr, State forestry, earn<:, 3rd fish &pr4.rtment s , co,mm:rclal. or- 
gani za ti ons , and r7rivate citizens. 
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