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Alti=OTJ$t mny of the war created problems 0 f the Alaska salmon industry are 
well 02 the way to solution, nature is expected to take a ‘nand in reducing the 
qzx:titp of salnor, that will be available to packers this year and in all proba- 
bility the 1944 pck will be about 2CO,CGO cases less than last year, Dr. Ira N, 
3abrielsor2, Zirector of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, reported to Secretary 
of the Interior, %rold L. I&es, today. 

‘l”r,e average Ala&& pack, __ 7ade up of five species of salmon taken all the way 
fr or! 3rit.i.sh Colmbiia border to distar,t 3ristol ray, is slightly ITiOr@ than six 
.xIllioz cases. The pack ir, 1943 lfldas 5,41?,OOO cases anld a decline to about 
5 ,XG,CCC is Eredicted for the co:niQ; season. 

The size Of the 9.lXlS that Ml1 be available to comercial fishermerL this year 
de;er,d.s qofi several factors, D. Gabrielson said. The most important of these 
are the nuzber of fish ii?. the parent ru.zs several years ago and weather conditions 
at that tixe lA+iich largely detarained how mny of the salxon survived the first 
:r,ortLs of life. Mortality of young Sal:20 n fror: the e~-y stage until the time they 
ziprate to the 1 ocean --smeral months to a year or nore, deper,dirg ori the species-- 
:?ay be as hi:?+ ._ as 99 percent, scientists have found. 

Ir: sout?eastern Alaska, where the greatest decline is evected this year, the 
pi& wir;,o:: rms will probably be small because an unusually severe winter in 
1942-43 is 4elieved to hzve killed a large percertage of the fish that would 
norxaliy zatsre and retl:m to the stream as sgawhers in 1944, Since the pink 
salmr; 1s by far the mcst irrportant sl,ecies in southeastern Alas&, the total pack 
Ai i- this area b:ill probably show a. decline. 

In cer:trsl AL&a, hoV!ever , the outlook is more favorable and the pack zay be 
at least as iargr- as last ye&. This area ranks second only to southeastern 
Llzs‘;T~i a:cori; ti?e most iz:;Jortact pink salxon producing areas of the world and a.ver- 
a~? rws of this species are acticipa.ted in this section. In western Alaska, 
b;i:_i c i-- cro 2.x c 2 - -- L r,ar n L red salnon than any other fishiq grounds, runs of nearly 
ror::;al size arc expected, 

AS a basis for rjredlc tinz the abtmdame of s&non, the Fish and Wildlife 
SoTvic,e ekes aerizl :-x2 other surveys of the relative nmber of fish on the spawn- 
5.r.: eromds ar,d collects &ta or, the- clizatic cor-c7,itions which affect survival of - L 
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the young. This information is combined with ‘cioloqical data on the age at which 
the different species mture. The Service also maintains a laboratory in south- 
easterr, Alaska where extensive studies of conditions affecting survival are under 
r?Eq- . 

!l?!e predictions are used in drawing up the Federal regulatiorx for salmon 
fishin in Alaska a.nd are also helpful to t‘ne industry in planning its operations, 
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