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The disaster llhich wiped 
year is believed to have been 

I  

out uncounted millions of Great Lakes smelt last 
so complete that in all probability none at all 

vi11 be t&en this spring when smelt normally swarm into the tributary streams 
of Lake E4ichiga.n and other Great Lakes, the Office of the Coordinator of Fish- 
eries reported today. 

Tine smelt , small silvery fish related to the salmon faily, normally grovide 
a catch of about five million pounds by commercial fishermen, plus perhaps two or 
three times as much taken by amateur fishermen at the time of the spring spawning 
runs. 

Last ~::in.t,er the first indication of serious mortality among the mnelt & 
noticed in southern Lake TiZchiggn, at a time when fishermen in the northern part 
of the lake were making their usual large catches throT-y!h the ice. 

As t,he I:zi.nter Trogressed the mysteri0u.s qidemic qrea.3 northward throughout 
Lake i!ii chi,,,? --n and into the other Great Lakes with the result that not more than a. 
mill.ior, po~mds were ceught in the entire area. 

Dr. John Van Oosten, Area Coordinator of Fisheries for the Great Lakes, re- 
-?orted recently tha U + the only smelt catch he had heard of this winter was Chat 
Of a single fi Sherman w:ho took two pounds - about 20 fish--from ‘his nets, 

Another iCiication that the smelt have been practically wiped out is the 
fact t-hat last summer scientists found none in the stomachs of lake trout, ~~~hich 
normally nrey on smelt during the summer, Dr. ?an Oosten seid. 

Reports from the State of Xew York indicate tLhat the smelt died out in the 
Finger Lakes also last winter. 

Although a large number of the fish were examined by oathologi st s for. traces 
of disease, no clue to the cause of the mysterious er,idemic has been found. 

Smelt are not native to the Great Lakes but were introduced from Xew En&&d 
ir 13C6 i . From initial nl,mtiws of e.bout sixteen million wg:s in Cr&stel L&e, 

0 
Xi c higan! they mu1 t iplied ,and spread throughout 
of the commercial fishery is now Lake Michigan, 
Bay area. 

the Great Lakes area. The center 
and more specifically the Green 

(,over) 



ITot only commercial fishermen but amateurs of all ages for many years have 
looked forward to the annual spawning runs of the smelt. Some time between mid- 
&rch and mid-April, or as soon as the ice broke up in the streams, the smelt in 
Drevious years have entered the tributaries of the lakes in enormous numbers and 
were scooped up in dionets by smelt enthusiasts who lined the banks. Since the 
smelt ran chiefly at night, the dipping continued throughout the night, and large 
bonfires were built on the banks. 

Tie smelt has been considered one of the chbicest of’panfishes and carload 
lots were shipped to !Tew York, Boston, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, and other 
cities. 

Whether some remnant of the Great Lakes smelt population has escaped destruc- 
tion and may eventually restore the fishery is unknown. 


