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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTFERlOR 

3. S. sqortsmen owe a ‘,A “Teat debt to the Government of Canada for its 
mart 
;.. 

in q:;ad:xnling t,:le continental 7jooulation of mi~~ra.?,orp waterfowl, 
il IF.2 y. Gabrielson, director of the r’ish and YildLife Service, Ee-oartment. 
Gf t:-e Intericr, said to+:. 

Ya.ture ?..a~ done more to bring back the migratory waterfowl -oopAation 
t.hsr co:-LsP?~c-L tioni st s could ever do, -3,. Gabrielson $-eclared, nointing out 
t i-s t =t severe a:;d la sting dro:r&t in the Provinces +.ere most of t:hc :-rater- 
foy,rl hreeci had done much t o cause the decline in zu=?ers. Since j.958 these 
areas ha.ae had nlenty oi’ Treciqitation and many of the nonds, la&s, and 
rna~s& s have got.ten Sack to their natural condition. 

“Canada has done what,ever she could to assist, Rature in bringing the 
Sirds back. XilLions of acres have been set aside as refuges, es-oecially 
iml?o rt:-r nf in those sect.rona where civilization has interfered with tha 
natural conditions necessary to the life of wterfoT.rl. A total of 84 bird 
sazctaarie s has ‘oeen established in all the ;Irovinces and in t,he Northwest 
Tel-rit,cry. In the Western Dart of Canada some 1,300,OOO acres of community 
oastslres are also bird refuges. In addition Canada has many Federal and 
Provi-cial r,nrks in 9ri;ich iir-ls receive full qrotection. Tremendous arens 
emFracin2 720,cOO square miles have been set aside in the Korthwcst Territory 
as gaxe sanct,uaries 2nd n ative hunting oreserves and these give some qrotec- 
tion to the breeding birds ,” Dr. Gabrielson said. 

nU..lder the Prairie Zarn Rehabilitation Act, the Canadian Deqar?me:zt of 
Agriculture has comoleted more than 20,(?09 water nrojects in the ?r:.Arie 
Provinces of ilanitob:t, Sa&atchey.mn, and Alberta. These range in size from 
small stoc:<--ratering oonds ho very large storage reservoirs a,nd l&es. 
This series of r?rojec-ts w,s begun less t,han tc~n pars ago but anrarcn:iy 
alrendy is having a beneficial effect on the watz rf;l%:l wxulation. 

“Canada ( through the enforccmcntz of its version of oilr r,*.rn i,:igratory 
3ird Treaty Act , throlugl: coowration I,Ti th nrivate sqort,smncn s organizations, 
throug$ scic lntific investigation into causes of !atorfowl mortalit:r, and 
thi*o*A&I :,reLafor control has also aided in the comeback of the wati.rfc~~il. 

“Ccrtainlv tk=e Fish and !‘Jildlifc Service could have asked for no more L 
cooaeration than Canada has always given it ,I’ 3r, Gabrielson said. ” I t, ha s 
been a ipod neigh’>or indeed. H ?6i,i 


