
The size of the fur seal herd on -the Pribilof Islands has been so increa.sed 
through careful conservation measures under direct Government management that it 
is now la.rger t+han it has been in 75 years, Secretary of the Interior Harold L. 
Ickes announced. today. 

The annual census of the seals, completed in August shopTed that the herd 
consisted of 2,945,663 animals. The co::i tal value of this far110w herd is esti- 
mated 2,t well over ~100,000 ,COG, Secretlry Ickes decla.red. 

<The fur seal herd numbered possibly h, OOO,COO ,animals at the time the United 
Stztes purchased Ala~!~:a, a ~urchas,z which included the Pri’bilof Islands, from 
Russi% in 1867. In the following tvo yeers variou s independent ,end uncontrolled 
groups killed approxim,stely 329,000 seals. 

For a. period of h0 years, from 1870 to 1910, the right to take fur seal skins 
on the Islnnr?s was lease3 by the U. S. Government to private corporations. Under 
thc3 first 20-year lease the ernual t,&e was frequently in excess of lOC,COO Skizs, 
a tot4 of 1,977,377 skins during the life of the lease. Un$or the secon:1 twenty 
yes- lease the total take was 3k2,651. skin.s. 

The extreme exploitqti2n of the her? ,during the reriod of leases to private 
comn,mies, plus extensive pelagic killing o f the seals by our own a.nd other na- 
tionals, finally reduced the size of the herd to only 13,138 -- the lothrest point 
in history -- by 1911. 

In 1911 the Zovernmjont itself took over the manqement of the herd and in 
thc7t s:me ye?r c. convztion ws concluded 7eone the United Stet.es, Great Britain, 
Jzp.yn, ,-nd liussia, &ich ef?ectively barred pel&c sefl/inp; north of t& 30th 
nzrallel of north latit2.e except for lijrited operations by orir;itive meth0d.s car- 
ricd. on by Iridiqs and other aborigines. At prcsont, the hard. i.s protected uniJ_er 
a, r,rovi6ionnl agrecmcnt ‘oety:reen the United St.ates and C:~r~do, ~~dcr which Z-,n&a 
receives ?O per-cent of the skins t&en on the 1slar-J.s. 

This year only L ‘?,652 skins were t,aken from the Islan-ls due to the fact that 
2 suffici el?t S’l?Y~ly of skins was a1rea.Q available in the Zi ted States from 
opcratiom in 13revious yrrrs. 
LS ,000 skins 2 year bec::use 

At Frescnt it is possible to process only about 
of the lxk of skille.3. lnrorl<ersI 

(over} 



The Isla&s are now managed by the Interior Departmer,t’s Fish and Wildlife 
Service. The swling operations h,nve, despite car&~1 conserva,ticn, resulted in 
mow than $lC,OOO,OCO being turr,ed into the 5. S. Tr’easury. 

Vi tyc, the ‘herd still growing rapidly, it is probable th_ct Caffter the war the 
number of skins k%Ach can be made available for sale will substantially irxrea.se. 
The skirs are */ea. by a secret process and can be hnd in the familiar black and 
two rich brN3.33. sl~ades. Ixprove&nt in processing methods hwe made tl-,e skins 
much more plic?‘le in recent years and- therefore Gore suitable for smart tailoring. 
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