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The size of the fur seal herd on the Pribilof Islends has been so increased
through careful conservation measures under direct Government management that it
is now larger than it has been in 75 years, Secretary of the Interior Harold L,
Ickes announced today.

The anmunl census of the seals, completed in August showed that the herd
consisted of 2,945,663 animals. The canitel value of this famous herd is esti-
mated 2%t well over $®100,000,C00, Secretary Ickes declared.

The fur seal herd numbered possibly L,000,000 animals at the time the United
States purchased Alaska, a murchase which inclnded the Pribilof Islands, from
/ Russin in 1867. In the following two years verious independent and uncontrolled
' groups killed approximately 329,000 seals.

For o period of U0 years, from 1870 to 1910, the right to take fur seal skins
on the Islands wes leased by the U, S, Govermment to private corporations, Under
the first 20-year lease the anmual take was frequently in excess of 100,000 skirs,
a total of 1,977,377 skins during the life of the lease. Under the second twenty
yeor lease the total take was 312,651 sizing,

The extreme exploitation of the herd during the veriod of leases to private
companies, plus extersive vpelagic killing of the seals by our own and other na-~
tionals, finally reduced the size of the herd to only 123,138 —— the lowest point
in history -- by 1911.

In 1911 the Government itself took over the management of the herd and in
that some vear o convention was concluded among the United States, Great Britain,
Jepan, and Russia, whaich effectively barred pelagic sealing north of the 30th
varallel of north lsatitude except for limited operations by vrimitive methods car—
ricd on by Indi-ns and other aborigines. At vpresent the herd is protected under
a nrovisionnl agreement tetween the United States and Conads under which Crnada
receives 20 per cent of the skins telen on the Islands,

This year only 47,452 skins were taken from the Islands due to the fact that
a sufficient surrly of skins was alrendy aveilotle in the United States from
operations in nrevious years, At present it i1g possible to process only about
L5,000 skins a2 vear because of the lack of skilled workers.
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The Islands are now managed by the Interior Department's Fish and Wildlife
Service. The sesling operations have, despite careful conservation, resulted in
more than $1C,000,000 being turned into the U. S. Treasury. )

With the herd still growing rapidly, it is probable that after the war the
number of skins which can be made available for sale will substantially increase,
The srins are dyed by a secret process and can be had in the familiar black and
two rich brown siades. Improvenent in processing methods heve made the slkine
much more pliable in recent years and therefore more suitable for smert tailoring.
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