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The nation’s biggest fisLory, that for pilchards, or Pacific sardines, is 
cant ‘iiluing its recent upward t--r---,’ L-I and at the beginning of &ceinGer catches 
totaleG 25 percent over last ymrf s landings for the same period, the Off ice of 
tine Coordinator of Fisheries reported today. 

Leniii;li;s of pilchards for the neriod from January 1 t:> November 25 totaled 
983, G5c, 300-pounds, 

A. 

r compared Gth 783,396,OOO pounds cay-ilt &ring 
last yecr l With the exception of 1941, this is the largest catch 
pL>.st five years. 

T”e heavy landings in October and November swamped canneries, 
tion ;,lants to capacity turrh-g the fish into meal and oil, and at 
ports made it necessary to control the catch by imposing limits on 

l taken per boat. 

the same period 
,Tade during +he 

worked re duc- 
some of .t.he 
the quantity 

&cause of t,he a.cute shortage of cannery labor, the nack of sa.rdines this 
yet2- -ii.]-1 not show an increase p&nortional io the &in in production, officials 
of t.he Coordinator1 s Office said. - Poe pack to Novem-oer 25 totaled 3,070,819 
c.ses, ccmpart-+d with 2,712,73& crises la& y?ar. Since srrdines are in heavy de- 
rml?.d for over seas shipment, every ;?ossible pound is canned. 

The heaviest increases in ~:ilchard catches, coi-rpred.. :sith last year, have 
beer, In t‘i?e fishing areas near Xonteray. Small gains hare been made at San Pedro 
and San Xego. San Francisco, oil t,he other hand, has xc tually handle d somewhat 
fe!,vr Cish than last year, 

1 
%e i>ilchard industry operates on a seasonal basis, f’ishing beginning 

August 3. &qd ending &rch 1. For the current season the :inc-ease in production 
. F(jTL.’ z:.o?ints to a 36 per cent gain over last year. 
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