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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
For Release to PM's OF WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 1945;

Plentiful supplies of fish, including a wide variety of marine and fresh water
species, are avallable tm'ougaout the country for the Ienten season, the Fish and
Wildllfe Service reported today. |

Not only is there a large qaantlty of frozen fish on hand - holdings at the
first of March were believed to be -about 100,000,000 pounds « but as the spmng
f:Lsh:Lng season gets under way ‘market supplies of fresh Sea ftmds will increase in

quantity and variety, according to Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson, dlrectcr of the Servlce.

C

large \trawlers at Boston, but is expected to pick up rapidly as soon as the large

In New 'England , center of the fresh fish {ndustry, production has ,suffered

somewhat since the first of bthe year because of a labor disagreement affecting the

boats resume active fiShing. Many of the Gloucester tfaﬁlers ,—whic‘i have been fish-
ing off the V:u‘g!.nla Capes dur:mg the win‘c.er, are now returnlnr' to their home port
and w111 give a further boost to New England Productlon, Dr. Gabrielson sazd.
~ The first maockeérel of ‘the year shoold appear‘ in the markets during Lent, ‘
Mackerel seiners in New England ports are now gée‘ting» ready for the opehing of the
mackefel season ~ probaoly about the end of March - when the mai:kerél first meve in
from their offshore wintering grounds. |
In the Great Lakes area, fresh water fish such as lake trout and pike ehould
become more plentiful during the 1atter part of rhrch, when fishing ordinarily is
resumed in the northern lakes, _ .
b Shad from Geargia and South Ca.r:olina' 1s now plentiful in the mrkeﬁs, ‘and the

.Chesapeake Bay fisheries for this species will o;ien up before the end of I“jarcﬁ. :



rune are normally followed Wy eroaksrs, sea trout, buiverfich
cyther speeies that winter offsghore move in to bays anc coastal wat
soring., last spring, however, the runs of croakers came unusuall;
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