
mX&m SERVICE 

For Release to the PM’s OF TEURSQAY, JW 6, 1946. 

A shorter duck-shoating season or a reduced bag limit, or both, may be neces- 

sary to halt end reverse the alarming deeline in the wild duck population, Albert 

1% Day, Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service of the Department ‘of the Interior 

The direct correlation between the drastic reduction in duck population, 

averaging about 23,000,OOO birds a y-r during the DaTt two years, and an average 

increase in the sale of duck stsmos of 250,000 a yesx W&E illustrated by a granh 

made public by Mr, Day. , 

c This mh, tiich covers the period of 1937 to 1946, inclusive, indicates thy 

trend ef waterfowl peculation as estimated at the close of the hunting season. It 

al80 shows the exact number of duck stamps seld each year (except 1946 when sales 

are shown only through March 31). Since every migratory waterfowl hunter over 16 

years is required by law to purchase a duck stamn, the number of duck stamps soid 

annu&lly Indicates the number of wildfowlers in the country. 
. 

Ihe graph showed that since 1944, when the duck population hit a peak of ’ 

%?5,350,000, the number of ducks and geese has dropned to 80,000,OOO in 19464 

iecrease mf 36 peroent. The number of migratory cllaterfowl hunters, on the other 

hand, showed a rise of 517,006 from 1,X9,362 in 1944 to 1,686,368 by March 31, 

19rr6. This increase of 44 percent occurred during the same tla.0-yea.r period when I 

ducks were declining 36 percent, 
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Ihe graph shows that the< duck population at the end of the shooting season 

of 1937 was estimated at 40,000,OOO birds; 603,623 duck stamps had been sold. 

i. In 1938 the number of ducks had increased to 50,000,OOO; duck hunters numbere 

783,039. A year later, when the waterfowl numbers had climbed to 57,000,000, the 

number of duck hunters spurted to 1,002,7l5. 

In 1940 the trend continued in about the same ratio; ducks numbered 

65,000,OOO; duck stamp sales reached l,lll,%l. 

The upward surge of duck stamo sales which reached 1,437,362 in 1942 was 

halted by the war. In that year the duck population continued its uoward climb to 

100,000,000 birds. 

From 1942 to 1944, when restrictions on ga.s and tires, and the shortage of 

ammunition helped hold the take to less than normal, the number of hunters fell to 

1,169,362. The ducks, however, got a rest and continued on to 120,000,000 in 1943, 

and reached a peak of 125,350,OOO in 1944. 

L 
In 1945 the continental population of migratory waterfowl began its downward 

plunge when only 105,500,OOO birds were inventoried in January. Duck stamp sales 

jumped to 1,487,(X9. 

The same-trend continues into 1946, tith wild ducks and geese drooping to 

8O,OOQ,OOO, and duck stamp sales sky-rocketing to an all-time high of 1,686,368 by 

March 31, 1946, 

ItIn the years immediately ahead, the wild ducks and geese of, this country are 

going to face the greatest army of hunters in all history,t1 declared Mr. Day. “A 

declining period in waterfmil is all too plain. Increased hunting pressure is 

fact and not fiction. It is going to take the best kind of management possible to 

orevent further cuts into the breeding stocks of waterfowlFfl 
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“Ihe only quick means of adjusting huzting pressure,” Mr. Day added, lis 

Frovided through the annual migratory hunting regula.tions. Back in the early 30's 

i when the waterfowl population was dawn to 27,000,OOO and on its way out, the rega- 

lations regidly enforced by 

was cut to 30 days, baiting 

given cqlete protection. n 

State and Federal wardens saved the day. The season 

and live decoys were eliminated and several species 
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