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Nearly 30,000 Government-owned Alaska fur-seal eklns will be offered for @ale 

at the annual &ring auction in St. Louie, MO., on April 19; the Fleh and Wildlife 

Service haEd announced, 

These sealskins will tnclude 17,500 matara brown flnieh, 10,000 eafari brown, 
and 2,000 black. Aleo up for action will be 497 blue fox pelts from the Pribilof 
1slande. 

In addition to the U. S. Governmnt furlseal skins, the Government 'of the 
Union of South &frica will offer 4,000 Cape of Good Hope fur-seal skins finished 
"Tranaoeld. " 

The furs to be sold cm April 3.9 wl.11 be available for inspection by prospec- 
tive buyers on and after Wedneeday, April 14, at the shoy rooms of the Fouke Fur 

< raoSapany in St. Louis, Gcrpembt +q#mta in the processi'ng and selling of the furs. 

At the October'1947 auctfon, the large m&era sealekins were in particular 
demand because of the new fashion trend to 1-r coats and sold for as much as 
$123 per skin, the hi&eat price paid In'27 years. Lively bidding at that auction 
brought an avera& pricg of $37.92 for the entire offering of sealskim, an in- 
crease of 19.5 percent over the April 1947 average of $48.73 per ekin. 

The value of the Alaska fur-seal herd today, which run&errs more than 3,600,000 
animgle, is estirqated at more than $100,000,000. Since 1910, when the Government 
assumed direct control of the fur seale,‘1,428c76g seal ekins have been taken, 
worth approximately ~O,OOO,OOO. Translated into term of fur-seal coats, which 
require from six to eight ekins apiece, thie total has produced around 200,000 
&ate. The Ala&% fur sea19s @eat value ‘lies in ite soft underfur. 

The Pribllof Islands--a t?elesa group of volcanic origin, located in the heart 
of Bering Sea, sc@e eO mi&e off the mainland of Alaska--are the only spots where 
the Alaeka fur seb3.e ever seek t@ &ore. St. Paul Island, about 14 mile6 in 
length, St. George Island, 12 tilee long, w Sea Lion Rock, a mall islet adjacent 
to St. Paul, are the breed$mg qrounde of &he herd. Frcaa wintering grounds extend- 
Iti ae 'far south ae southern California, the entire herd assembles each spring on 
these ialande. H@re they remain for. several qonths during which the young ecals, or 
pups, eYe born. _ 

&r-sealing- qeratiom take place chiefly In June end July when the family 
*** pups, or harem;, occupy the rookerlee upon which generally only breeding seals and 
Lpups ar!5 found. @ear these rookeri& a$e the s&called hauling ground@ where the 

unattactid bulls and 'imneture mQ.ee, or bachelora, congregate. . ., 



It is from theee hauling grounds,that the seals selected for killing, princi- 
pally 3-year-olde, axe driven inland a ehort distance. Rainy or cloudy weather 
is preferred for the seal killing which ie done under the imediate direction of the 

c,Fieh and Wildlife Service by the native Aleuts who reside in the village&on St: 
Paul and St. George Islands, 

After the killing the skins are removed and given a thorough curing in salt 
for at leaet 10 daye; They are than rolled singly with a generoue supply of ealt, 
on the flesh eide, which is turned mmrd. Boric acid aleo is ueed ae a germicide 
in preserving the ekins. From 50 to 100 of the skins a;re packed to the barrel. 

The Government has a contract with the Fouke Fur Company of St. Louis for 
dreeeing, dyeing and selling the eklae at public auction. There aYe more than 100 
distinct manipulation@ or treatmmts involved In-the proceeeing of fur-seal ekina, 
each requiring great- skill and care. Thie work fs completed in about 60 days and 
reeulte in the creation of a fine fur that is both exceedingly durable and of great 
beauty. 

For many years all sealskins were dyed black, but In recent yeare shades of 
brown have been developed, Two shades are now used; safari brown, a deep chocolate 
tone, and matara brown,,which has a bluieh background. 

After beiw dressed and,dyed, the sklne are Bold at a public auction held 
twice a year in St. Louis end the net proceede are turned qver to the Treasury of 
the United States. 

When the Federal Govermsnt assumed active‘management of the fur seals in 1910 
and began all eealing oper&ione on ite'own account, the herd numbered only about 

c 
~130,000. As the reeult of a scientific program of conservation and utilizatidn, 
the herd today ts more than 25 time as large as it wae in 1910. 
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