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INFORMATION SERVICE

FIISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
For Immediste Release
FEIERAL DUCK HUNTING RULES ARE LIBERALIZED
Migratory waterfowl hunting regulations for the 1949 season, liberalized to
the extent of allowmg an increase of 10 days in the 1ength of the shooting sea-

son in each of the four flyways, were announced todav by Secretar » of tihe Interior
J. A, Krug. '

- The amended regulations were approved by President Truman after adoption by
Secretary Krug in accordance with a law of Congress meking effective treaties
relating to birds migrating between the United States, Canada, and Mexico. They
were recommended by the Fish and Wildlife Service following biological investiga-
tions and consultations with State game administrators.

In submitting the recommendations for the 1949 season to Secretary Krug,
dbert M, Day, Dircctor of the Fish end Wildlife Service, said, "The improved
conditions of waterfowl, as revealed by the winter inventory and the reasonably
favorable situation on the bulk of the nesting grounds, have made it possible this
vear for us to relax somewhat the regulations which have been quite severe during
the past few seasons.

"According to the comments made-bv. the majority of the people who attended
the series of vublic waterfowl meetings recently held throughout the country, the
general public as well as conservation officials preferred to have a longer hunt-
ing season rather than an increase in the bag limits, The 1949-50 regulations,
therefore, reflect this express preference, This action, we feel, will benefit a
larger nunber of sportsmen than any other regulatory liberalization we could make
at this time,"

Director Day stated that investigations of the Fish and Wildlife Service,
which have been continuous throughout the vear on the wintering and.breeding
grounds, indicate that a further increase in the supply of ducks and geese can be
expected this year, Thie will not be ag large as was earlier anticipated due to
the fact that drought conditions have adverselv affected important sections of the
breeding grounds in the short grass prairie regions of Saskatchewan and Alberta,
"This will affect the size of the fall flight, chiefly that of the Central flyway.
Therefore, the bag limit for ducks in that flyway has been reduced from 5 per day
end 10 in possessmr to 4 per day and 8 in possession.”

In the Atlantic and Mississippi flyway: states the waterfowl season is in-
reased from 30 consecutive davs, or two periods of 12 davs each, to Y0 consecu-
cive days, or two periods of 16 days each. In the Central ﬂyway the season is
increased from 35 consecutive days, or two periods of 14 davs each, to 45 consecu-
tive days, or two periods of 18 days each, In the Pacific flyway the season has
been lengthened from 40 consecutive days, or two periods of 17 days each, to 50
consecutive dsys, or two periods of 20 davs each.
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Most states chose a continuous season. Of the 17 states 1nc1ug1e¢_ in the
Atlantic flyway, only 5--Delaware, Maine, Massechusetts, New Hampshire, end New
York—settled for a split season, . . .

The 14 gtates of the Missiséippi flyway all elected to have a conti:;i;ﬁkms L
season. :

In the Gentral flyway, 4 states out of 10--Montana, New Mexico, Texas, and - -
Wyoming—selected the split season. ‘

California, ldsho, and Oregon, in the Pacific flyway, decided on the split
season while the remaining four states elected a continuous season.

Regulation by flvways, instituted last vesr, continues in éffect this season.

A mdification of general significance is a reductién in the length of the
season for hunting mourning doves, Investigations have indicated that the popu-
lation of these birds, particularly in the South and Southeast, has becoie greatly
reduced. The seasons for these birds in this region ere either 30 consecutive
days or two periods of 15 days each, ” Seasons of 30 consecutive days also aré pre--
scribed for Deleware, Kentucky, Marylend, Virginia, Missouri, Kansas, and Nevada.
At the request of State authorities, Montana end Nebrasia have been added to those
States having seasons for these birds.' S o B o

Salient h:ghllghts of the*_il,9.l+9-5_e_p_~;x"eg'\_11;ti'ons are as i‘éllows: »
- OPEN SEASONS FOR TUCKS, GEESE, AND COOTS, BY FLYWAYS

Atlentic flyway statea: -

-Connecticut, November U-December 13, S
Delaware, November 4-19, and December 23-January 7.
Florida, November 29-January 7. :
.Georgia, November 2-January 7. | o
Maine, October 7-22, and November 23-December 8.
‘Maryland, November 18-December 27.. o R
Magsachusetts, October 2L-November 5 end December 9-24,

New Hampshire, October 7-22, and November 18-December 3, =~

New Jereey, November ‘18-December 27. . g
New York, October R1-November 5, and November 18-December '3,
North Carolina, November 29-January 7.

Pennsylvania, Qctober Z1-November 29,

. Boode. Island, November 29-Jemvary 7. . . -
South: Carolina, November 29-January 7 . ot
Vermont, October 21-November 29, o '

- Virginia, Novenber 29-Jenuary.7. -

West Virginia, October 21-Novenber 29.

- Puerto Rico, Decenber 15-February 12, -

Missi‘ssi;gg‘ i flyway states: |

Alabama, Novenber .29-Jamuary 7.
Arkkensas, November 18-December 27.
‘Illinois, November U-December 13,
Indiana, Novenﬂoer lhDecemb er 13.



Iowa, October. 21-November 29,
Kentucky, November 29-January 7,
Louisisna, November 18-December 27.
Michigan, October 7-November 15.

" Minnesota, October ‘7-November 15,
Mississippi, November 18-December 27.
Missouri, November 4-December 13.
Ohio, October 21 November 29.
Tennessee November '18-Decenber 27.
Wisconsin, October 14-November 22,

Central ﬁlyway states

- Colorado, October lu—November 2.

Kansas, October 21 -Decenber 4. C

Montana, October 7-24, and Novenber 18-December 5.
Nebraska, October 21-December L,

New Mexico, October 14-31, and Decenber 21—January 7.
North Dakota, October 7-Novenber 20, -

Okl shoma, October 2-December U,

South Dekota, October 21-December k4,

Texas, November L4-21, and December 21-January 7.
Wyoming, October 7-24, and November 2i-December 11,

Pacific flyway states:

Arizona, November 18-January 6.

California, November 18-January 6 for waterfowl and coot in those portmns
of San Bernardino, Riverside and Imperial Counties, east of U. S, Highway 95 from
the Nevada line south to Blythe and east of the psved end graded road extending
from Blythe to Ripley, Pala Verde and Ogilby south to its intérsection with U, S,
Highway 80, thence east to Yuma, October 21 to November 9 and December 19 to
‘January 7, in rest of the state, =~ =

Idaho October 14-November 2 and December 9-28,

Nevada October 14-Decenber 2.

Oregon, October 21-Novenber 9, and December 19—-J anuary 7.

Utah, October 14-December 2,

Washmgton, November 4-December 23,

Alaska! in First Judicial Division, October 1 to November 19; in Second
and Fourth Judicial Divisions and the entire dralnage of Tenena River in the
Third Judiciel Division, September 1 to October 20; in the rest of the Third
Judicial Division, Septerrber 15 to November 3, o

(Any special exceptions to the above dates, as well as the open seasons and
bag 1imits for rails, gallinules, woodcock, mourning or turtle doves, white-winged
doves, and bend-tailed pigeons, are ghown in- tebular form by ﬂyways in the
schedules attached at end of this release.) ‘

- DAILY SIOOTING HOURS

Ducks, geese, brant, and coot.—The daily shooting hours aré the same as last
year--from one—-balf hour ‘oefore sunrise to one hour before sunset,
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| eack, mourning or turtle doves, white-winged doves, and band-tailed
pigeous,——Ihe same hours are in effect ag last year--from . one-half hour before
sunrise to sunset (with certain exceptions as shown in the schedules). - o

Rails and gallinules,--The daily shooting hours have beenchenged -this yea
to conférm with those for woodcock and doves~-from one-balf heur before sunrise
to sunset, The previous earlier clo sing hour -,(qn_e hour before sunset), however,
remeins in effect in those states wherein the season for hunting these birds is
concurrent with, or falls within, any pert of.the season prescribed for waterfowl.
(A closed seamon on rails snd gellimiles has been preseribed, for Colorado at the
request of the State authorities.) . = .

Opening day of season.--On the opening day of the spassn—-including esch
first dey of the split seasons--waterfowl and coot mey not be hunted prior to

12 o'clock noon. This same regulation was in effect last yeer,.

Specisl hours for murning doves in certein states.—The daily sipoting
Louisiena, Marylend, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and

Virginia will be from 12 o'clock noon until sunset, - -

{(For specific exceptions.on ahoét;nghours, "-:;s.ﬁé'f_fodtnia-tes' on 211 ‘the sched-
ules attached at end of‘_re_l-ease.) T e

DAILY BAY AND POSSESSION LIMITS -

Ducks. --Bag and possession limits of 4 a-day end & in possession im the
Atlentic end Mississippl flyway states, and 5.a day end.10.in possession in the

- Pacific flyway states, will remain the séme as last.yesr,

In the Central flvwa,v States.however, ithas'been necesgary %o reducethe
bag limit from 5 to 4, and the possession 1imit from 10t 8, because of ddverse
conditions on the breeding grounds of Canada which supply meny of the birds: for

Geege.~In view of the increase in Canadagee sese, the 1iuﬁtfer‘this species -
has been increased in the Atlentic flyway states from 1 to 2 birds'a day or in
possession. This now mkes a uniform limit of 2 birds for this species:in ell

" one additional snow goose this year in their total..

© Distribution and limits of goese will De as follows: =

-~ In the Atlantic flywéy states the dally bag and psssession limit, for gsese

or 2 vhite-fronted' geese. In addition the hunter can have 3 blus géese a day or
in possession. No snow geese or brant can be tssen in these states,

In the Mississippi flywéy states thé daily bag and possession limit for geese

will be 4 (the same as last year) .of vhich 2 may be Canada geese, or 2 wnite~:
- 1 fronted geese, or 1 each 6f these species. (No .shooting of Canada geese will be

allowed in that part of Alexendsr County, Illimois, previously established as a
closed area.)



; In the Central flyway states, 5 geese may be taken. all of which may be: snows
or 2 may be Canads geese, or 2 white-fronted geese, or 1 each of Canada and white-
fronted geese, -

) In the Pacific flyway states, i'.he daily bag and possession limit for geese has
been raised %o 6, in any combination not exceeding 2 of Canada geese or its sube
species, white-fronted geese, OT brant. ﬂae closed season is continued on Ross!
geese,

Wood duck.--No open season in Massachusetts and West Vlrgima (in Atlantie
flyway), in Eolorado Kansas, Nebraska, North Dekote, South Dekota, and Wyomimg (in
Central flyway), and in Arizona, Nevada, and Utsh (in Pacific flyway). In all
other states and Alaska, bag or possession 1imit may include only 1 wood duck, An
open season for wood ducks in New Jersey is provided this year at the request of
the State authorlties. ~

Cootg.—~The bag limit for coots has been reduced from 15 to 10 birds a dgy in
the Central and Mississippl flyway states because of a reduction in the supply of
birds nomally frequenting these flyways. Possession limits are the same as the
dally bag limits, In the Pacific and Atlantic flymays, bag and possession limits
rema:.n the same as last year-—v-l5 birds.

Scoters and elder dicks,—-The. daJ.ly ‘bag llmit of 7 scoters or elder ducks
singly or in the agsregate, and not exceeding 1Y in possession singly or in the ag-
. grogate, is continued-in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York,
and Fhode Island where these birds may ve hunted during the applicable seasons for
other ducks, and otherwige in open coastal waters oeyond -outer harbor lines, (See
Atlantic flyway schedule. ) . .

Rails.—In all flyway, not more than 15 in the aggregate of ra:Lls (other than
“sora) and . gallimiles, - .

Sora.~The bag limit for sora. has been increased from 20 to 25 birds a day.
This was the legal limit for a long period of years and its restoration is not
likely to result in any large over-all kill, Sora are hunted chiefly in a few of
the eastern seaboard states and 'it appears that their mwbers are adequate,

Woodcocke~=In the Atlantic and Mlssissippi flyway states, and in Cklshoma and
certain counties in eastern Texas and elsewhere where permitted to be hunted (see
appended schedniles), the daily bag limit for woodecock is U4 and the poqsessmn limit
is 8, This year a season for the hunting of woodcock has been prescribed in North
Carolina and certain parts of Texas. Otherwise there is little change 'in the regu~
lations affecting this species. - o

Mourning or turtle d.oves.--In the states of all ﬂyweys wherein hunted, the
. bag and possession limit is 10 birds. -

American and redwbreassted .wIn all flyways, 25 singly or in the ag-
gregate of both kinds; no possession lmit after the opening da.v of the season.
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Bard-tailed pl@ongM%lh bag and possession limit is 10 im Arizona, Cali-
fornia, New Mexico, Uregon, and Washington. (In California the band~tailed pigeon
season will be split th:.s year from Septem’ber 16 to 30 and from I)ecember 17 to 31.)

e e GLOSED SEASONS

Closed seagons on eertaln specxes w111 be in effect as follows. |

On wood ducks in Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, Massachusetts. Nebraska, Nevada,
horth Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, West Vlrginla, and - Wyomng,

- On snow geese in Beaverhead Gallatin and Mad,l gon | ceuntres in Vontana, in Col-
;3.:;30, Idaho, and. %romlng. and on snow: geese ~and brant in staﬁes of the Atlantlc

On geese of any species in Canyon County, Idsho, e mept a str:.p 1 mlle wide on
: g;xa;:l};e slliids of the Bolse River -and. a. Strlp 1 mile. wmde on the northeast s:.de of the
ver; oo . : ) )

On Ross! geese and swans throughout the country,
On mourning doves in Alaska, Connec tlcut Indlana, Towa, Malne, Massachusetts,

Michigan, ‘Minnesotsa, New: Hanpshlre, New J‘ersey,' New York, North Dekota, -Chio, Puertc
- Rico, Fhode :Island, ‘South Dakota, Utah, Vermont "washlngton, West Vlrglma, Uisconw

’,sm, and Wyommg, " .

Gn woodcock in I"lorlda Illino:Ls, Iowe,, .«Ienmckv, Puerto Rlco, South Garollna,
Tennessee, and West Vlrglnla. : o

2 Although the Ma.ss:.smppi flywsay states will be open.to the hunting -of Canad:
geese, no shooting of this species will be permitted in that part of Alexander
County, Illinois, which was established as.a closed area by Presidential proclama-
»tlen ‘Cetober -1, 19)4’7. , 'ﬂus 1ncludes the Horseshoe Lake ‘area in southern Illlnms.

MEANS FOR TAKING BIRDS :

The regulatlon whlch prohiblts the use of” automatlc-sloading or repeatlng shot-—
guns .capsable of .holding more than three shells still:contirues in effeet» An
anendrent which went into effect:last year: ‘provides- that the plug’ in such a shétgm
. .must ’be 1ncapa'ble of belng remaved wi tnout dlsas em'bllng the gunle .

‘Ihe regulations ‘do not au’cherlzs the takin:, of wa‘serfowl lured or entlced by
means of grain or other feed or with the aid of 1ive duck.or. ‘goose decoya

EANSPQRTATIGN .ANI) POST,»SEASQN POSSES-::IO Rt II\F IT OF. u.AME

To permit sportsmen to transpart to- thelr homes ducks and geese killed on the
- last day-of :the 'season at some distent point, shlpment.s £rom Canada, and Mexico can
be made ‘as-late as 5 days following the close of the season in thé . province or .
state where taken. In the United States hunters can meke interstate shipments up tc
48 hours following the close of the shooting season in the state where taken,



The regilations this year permit the transportation out of and possession in
another state during the period of the open season where killed, and for 90 days

thereafter, of wild ducks and geese taken in a flyway having a larger possession
limit than in other flyways.

In connection with such transportation or importation, dressed birds, as a

means of identification, are now required to have the head, head plumage, and feet
attached,

Any package in which such birds (or parts thereof) are transported must have
the name and address of the shipper and of the consignee, together with an accurate

statement of the numbers and kinds of birds contained in the package, clearly and
conspicuously marked on the outside.

The post~season period for possession of migratory game birds remains the same
as in previous years--90 days.

P.N. 60u476 7
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