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For Immediate Release 

Migratory waterfowl hunting regulations for the 1949 season, liberalized to 

the extent of allowing an incre.ase of 10 days in the length of the shooting sea-- 

son in each of the four flyways, were announced today by Secretary of the Interior 
.’ 

J. A. kg. :,/ 

The amended reaations were approved by President Truman after adoption by 
Secretary Krug in accordace with a law of Congress making effective treaties 
relating to birds migrating between the &ited States, %nada, and 1”iexico. They 
were recommended by the Fish,and Wildlife Service following biological investi,F.- 
tions Rnd consultatisns with State game adtinistrators. 

In submitting the recommendations for the 1949 season to Secretary Krug, 
&lbert M, Day, Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service, said, Vhe improved 

conditions of waterfowl, as reveaJ.ed by the winter inventory and the reasonably. ’ 
favorable situation on the bulk of the nesting grounds, .have made it possible this 
year for us to relax somewhat the regilations which hrilve been quite ,severe during 
the past few seasons. 

“According to the comments ,made.bv the majority of the people who attended 
the series of public waterfowl meetings recently held throughout the country, the 
general public as well as conservation officials preferred to have a longer hunt- 
ing season rather than an increase in the bag limits, The 1949-50 regulations, 
therefore, reflect this express preference, This action, we feel, will benefit a 
larger number of sportsmen than any other regulatory liberalization we could make 
at this time, 'I 

Director Dav stated that investigations of the Fish and Wiidlife Service, 
which have been continuous throughout the .year on the wintering- and..breeding 
grounds, indicate that a further increase in the supply of ducks and, geese can be 
expected this year. This will not be as large as was earlier anticipated due <to 
the fact that clrou&t conditions have adversely affected important sections of the 
breeding grounds in the short grass prairie. regions of Saskatchewan and Alberta. 
“This will affect the size of the fall fli&t , chiefly that of the Central fl~ay. 
Therefore, the bag limit for ducks in that flywav has been reduced from 5 per day 
and 10 in possession to 4 per day and 8 in possession. It 

In the Atlantic and Mississippi flyway’states .tne waterfowl season .is in- 
reased from 30 consecutive days, or two periods of 12 days each, to 40 consecu- 

Give dws, or two periods of 16 dz~s each. In the Central flyway the. season is 
increased from 35 consecutive days, or two periods of 14 days each, to 45 consecu- 
tive days, or two periods of 18 days each, In the Pacific flyway the season has 
been lengthened from 40 consecutive days, or two periods of 17 days each, to 50 
consecutive days, or tbo periods of 20 dws each. 



. ._  
.  .  .  .  

.‘_. 

& st s tateschoqe,a con tin u o u s . season . O f th e  1 7  states inc luded  in  th e  
A tla n tic f lyway, on ly  F -De lgxwwe, M & e , ‘M & & lxxsett~ , & a h  E a m p s h i z ~ , sn$  R @ w  

‘.“‘. 

York - -se ttle d  fo r  a  split season . : _ , , .‘A  
. 

‘& e  1 4  states o f th e  M ississim p i f lyway a ;L l  e lec ted to  have  a  con tin u e u s  ‘1 .. ’ . 
season . ‘. _ .. 

In  th e  B e n tral f lyway, 4  states o u t o f l o - - -Mon ta n a , N e w  & & o , T & a s , a n d  .. 
W yoming-se lec te d  th e  split season . 

-, 

Cal i fornia,  Id a h o , ,sq$ O regon , in  - the Pac i fic f lyway, dec ided  o n  th e  split 
season  ti i le th e  rema in ing .‘fou r  states e lected a  con tln u o tig ’ s e a & n . 

R e & a tio a ’by  f lyway$, inst i tuted l& t’ ye&r , con tinues  ti e ffec t th & .season:  

A  n rod i f icat ion o f g e n e r a  si& if1cance  is a  rsUc$tbn in  the~ le r ig th ‘o f th e . 
seasor l r  .fo r  h u n tin g  z%rn ing  doves . Inves tig a tions  have . ind icated th a t th e  popu -  
lat ion o f these  birds,  pa r t icularly. in  th e  S o u th  a n d  & & & e & t, ‘has  b e c o m e ’ g r e & tly 
r educed . T h e  seasons  fo r  these  b i rds  in  th is  reg ion  m e  ei ther  3 0  consecu tive 
days  o r  two per iods  o f 1 5  days’each .  ’ S e a s o n s  o f 3 6  consecu tive dqvs  a lse  a re  p re - . 
scr ibed fo r  De l=a re , K e n tucky, Mary land , V ir@ nia , M issouri, ,  K a n s a s , a n d  N e v a d a . 
A t th e  .req.xest o f S ta te . & thor i% ies, .& n t& a  
S ta tes  h a v $ n g  seasons  fo r  these  b trds. : 

a n d N e b P a s k a ’ha*e . b & n  ‘a d d e d  to  those  
. : .., 

% & len t h ighl ights  o f th e  1 9 4 9 +  . reg.&t ions a re  as  hol lows:  

C J P W  8 IE & S J N S  F O R  IUCKS,  G B U iq A N D  C X J X S , B Y  R IX W A Y S _  _  : ., 
A tla n t icf l3Twav .& a t& z . 

: 
. . . . . ‘-  ‘, ’ _ _ . . . ‘, 

. _ .; 
C o q n e c ticq~ ~ . N o v e m b e r  4 -Dece&e r  1 3  

.,. .’ : -  
‘,- ’ . 

I& a w a r e , N o v e m b e r  4 -19 , a n d  D e c e m b &  23 -J&wry  7 , ” ‘. .1  
Flor ida,  N o v e m b e r  ~9 -Jsnuary  7 . 

:.G e o r g i a , Nove@ er  29 -January  7 . 
- & h e ,. O ctober  7 7 2 2 , zqd .Nover&er’2 & & e m b &  8 . 

.% ryland,  N o v e m b e r  - 18 -December  & . 
.. ” ‘. 1 .1  .‘,, .:. ,, 

Massachuse tts,- O ctober  2 l iN6vea iber  5  snd  D e d e x & e r  $ 2 4 . 1  
.New Hampsh i re , O ct iber 7 & ? , a n d .Nov-ember  1 8 + c e & e r  3 , ! ’ 

:j; ., ’ .*: :,“: 

? @ w  Jersey,  goven ibe r  .lE l:D e c e m b e r  x7 : _ ’ ~  .‘, ., 
N e w  Yo rk , O ctober  21 -Nove inbe r  5 , .snd N o v e m b e r  l& I% csm b ’&  :.j. 
No r th  Caro l ina , N o v e m b e r  29Janua ry  7 . 

‘, ., . .., 1  :. ’ . .:,. :‘. 
% nnsylvania;  O ctober  2 l A N o v e m b e r  2 $ , . , .j 
3hq l .e . Islsnh, N o v e m b e r  29 -Janqa ry  7 . 

_ . 
. . 

,. .‘,~  
S o u th  Caro l ina , N o v e m b e r  2 9 - & & & y . 7 ::. 

l V e r m a t, O ctober  2 l -November  2 9 : 
‘I: * ,’ ’ ‘, ’ ,’ ‘- ! ‘* 

V i rg in&, N o v e m b e r  29-Jamary .7 .  
. . ‘.’ .: ,, ., ,, ‘,,, 1  I’.‘, .’ 

* 
W e s t V irginia,  qc tobe r  2 laove&er  2 9 . ’ 
tie r to  & co , D e c e n @ er  i5 -$‘sbru&ry . 1 2 . : .‘., 

: “I ’ ’ .. 
.’ . 1  ,1 , : ‘.’ . . 

& r;s- jssippi fj,& &  stat& ! ‘. ” ..‘. :. 
.’ ..: 

‘. 
” ,. :, :, , 

.. .. I,I 
A l a b a m a , Nove r6oe r  2 % Ianua ry  7 . 
8 ;rkansas; N o v e m b e r ’ 1 8 - D e c e m b e r  2 7 . 

. . 

I l l inois,, Noven ibe r . k D e c e m b & .1j. . . ” ’ 
kk iana,  Noye iz iber  4 4 J e o e & e r ~ ,~ 3 ... . 

‘, I\ 
.., :. . .:. ‘: .’ I . . ’ . :. . . 

2  
.:. 



Iowa. October. 2l-November 29. 
Kent&y, November 29-Jenuary 7, 
Louisiana, November 18-December 27. 
Michigan, ‘October ‘I-November 15. 
Minnesota, October .7-November’15? ‘. 
Mississippi , Novdtiber 18-December 27. 
M~.ssow~, November ‘4-December 13. . 
Ohio, October 2laovember 29. 
Tennessee, November ‘18-December 27. 
Wisconsin, October 14-November 22. 

Central flyway states: ‘ 
Colorado, October 14-November’ 27. 
Kansas, October 2l-December 4. 
Montana, October 7-24, end November 18-December 5. 
Nebraska, October 2l-D&ember 4. 
New Mejdco; October 14-31, end Decehber 2l-Jqiary 7. 
North ‘Dakota, October 7-&vember 20, 
Oklehoma, October 2l-December 4. 
South Dakota, October 2l-December 4. 
Texas; November 4-2l, arid December. 2l-January ‘7. 
Wyoming, October 7-24, and November 24-Deceniljer 11, 

Pacific flywav states; 

Ari zona, November 18-January 6; 
Celifornia, November 18January 6 for waterfowl end coot in those portions 

of San Bernerdino, Riverside end kmperial Counties, east of U. S. Hi&way 95 from 
the Nevada line south to Blythe end east of the peved end graded road extending 
from Blythe to Ripley, Pala Verde erid Ogilbp so&i to its intersection with U. S. 
Hi&wey 80, thence east to Yuma. 
~January 7, in rest of the state. ,. 

October 21 to November 9 and December 19 ko 

Idaho, October 14-November 2 &nd December S-G%, 
Nevada, October 14-Decerriber 2. ‘. Oregon; October 2l-November 9,. and, December 19-Jenuery 7. 
Utah, October 14-Deaerrlber 2. 

, 

Washington, Novexiher 4-Deceniber 23: 
Alaska: in First Judicial. Division, October 1 to November 19; in Second 

and Fourth Judiciel Divisions end the, entire @$&ge of Tenena River in the 
Third Judicial Division, Septenber 1 to October 20; in the rest of the Third 
Judicial Division, Septenber 15 to Novexber 3. 

by special exceptions to .the above dates,“as wel.1 as the open ‘seasons end 
bag limits for rails, gtilinules, woodcock, n;ourning or turtle doves, white-winged 
doves, and band-tailed pigeons, are &own in ~tabuler form by flyways in the 
.schedulea attached at end of this release, > I - 

.’ . DAILY EXIOCTINC HOTJRS” 

kcks, @&se, brant, .an& coot.--The daily ,&hooting hours ax6 the ‘same as last 
year-;-from on&&f hour before sunrise to one hour before sunset. , 

.* : 
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,..-.* -. . ,, ; , ,-. _ ^ 

. murnw or turtle doves, white-winged doves.. and, b&&&led 
pUzwons,--The same hours are in effect a l~,t *a;c+r~m Q~I$-&&+.$ ~‘&w befors 
sunrise to -set (with certain excf@+o& .as *own in th8 .$&iid~&(a\)~. - 

. ,.. 
Rails and Pa;Llinules .--tie daily &I&&& &,rs :havb b&&~.&&gqd @As yeaa 

.to co&m with those for woodcock and’&ms-,&XUI-one&Qf ho@ j&fo& sunrise 
to sunset. %e previous earlier closirg,ho& .(one h&r b&fore, SW&&) , however, 
retins in effect in those states herein. the ,.sea&n .fo%; hmt$ng the,se ,birds is 
concurrent with, or falls within, any’ part of... the. season, prescrdbed for waterfowl. 
(A closed season on rails and gallinules pas been .pr;escribcQ. for C&ofado at the 
request of the State authorities.) .., . .* . 

. . 
beninn ,3q of seasoq .--(In: the opening d@y Qf the- t;eascnz-i;;ci&tii each 

first &Y Of the split se&sons--waterfowl and. mQ$. may g@t be hunted gri’or to 
12 o’clock noon.. ‘Ilzis same re&lation was .&II sffect :Ust ,yeag i ,. ,. 

:.’ .I . 
Special ho-s for &urnw dove& in *c&&& &.&&6-&$ d&y ..&coting 

period for m=ning QY~$ :$a Alabamri, &kans.as, .I!%ogida, *. Georg$& J@&z.ky, 
kmi siana, Ma+anQ, Mi ssi ssippi , North, C,argti&, South. Ca~o&$n~ ..Yemgssee, and 
Virginia will be from 12 *’ 61 clock noon’ .untij. &se$. .,:..: : . . : ; : . . . :.. , ,,. . I i (. ‘. 

(For specific exceptions-on .&o;)t$l?g ho&sj, see foot@& on’.&.1 &e sched- 
ules attached at end of. ,rele&e. $ . :.,: ‘. . _> . . .j : .. . ., . 

Ducks. --Bag and possession limits‘of 4 a :day ,md.i in possession in the 
Atlantic and Wsdssippi flme$ states, and 5,..a day &d..jd..in .posgessi&n in the 
Pacific flyway states,. .will.$e*n .~~,,s~~;.a~.3;ast,.~,: ,’ ,.: . . e ‘. I’. .., 

In the Central f&q &at&, h&q&&~ ‘it.‘h& &en- n&e&&y ‘to re&ce,l.the 
bag limit from 5 tc :4; and tJ$‘ix,s$os&$ j&&It’ fro& no& &- because & &&aPse 

. conditions on the breedink g&r& of C&U& &jch &#y’ &..of the b&&s;$or 
this flyway. *‘. ‘1 ,- :,I. ., ,: .; ‘. : .:’ I +, . . . . ‘* ‘. * 

_. ,(, . , . ; .. ‘. 
+ --In tiew of: th& increase in. C&a&&&se,: the. $imit’f& %hd.s.:, species Geese 

.?I 

has been increased in the At.@ntic flyway i&$e~ from 1 tc 2 b%rds:$‘.&$‘or in 
possession. &is now’mEikes a ,uniform ?imSt qf.. 2 birds for this spe&e&:‘&n all 
fl.yways. ‘, : i . , .,, .: :. ;. ,, .:,:,:::;,:.‘I: 

In the %ssissQpi ffyw&, &at&j th&‘lda$J,y bag md possession $imit..,.for geese 
“wiil be 4 (t+e sage as last year) ..of which :2 -maybe..C&ada &ese, ‘&$:‘2.:&&te--: 
j fronted.gwse, or 3 &&I of ,$&se, species. ‘(NO .i&&ting of Canada geese) tii’ll be 
anow& in that part of’ Alexander County, Illinois, previously established as a 
closed meaS ) 



In the, Cen&A,, flyweg states, 5 :geese may. be t&en, all- of l:ftich w ‘be. snows 
or’2 may be Canadageese, or 2 white-fronted geese, dr 1 each of Canada and white- 
fronted geese, s 

I In the Pacific flyway states, &e daily bag” an possession limit for geese has d 
been raised to 6, ‘in any combination not exceeding 2 of Canada geese or its sub 
species, white-fronted geese, or hrant. ?Ize closed season is continued on Ross’ 
geese. . . . t ..Z’ 

Wocd duck ,--Xo open se&son in Massachusetts and West Virginia (in Atlantic 
flyw~~lbrab, Kansas, N&bra&a; $?orth Ikkota, South I&o ta, and Wyoming (in 
Central flyway), and in Arizona, Nevada, and Utah {in Pacific n;vwaY). In all 
other states and Alaska, kg or possession limit may iru3lude only 1 wood duck. An, 
open season for wood d?cks in New Jersey is provided this year at the request of 
the State auttlorities. 

coots .--!I&3 bag limit for cdots has been reduced from 15 to 10 birds a day in 
the Ca and Mississippi flyway sta%es because of a reduction in the ‘supply of 
birds normally frequenting these flywa;vw. Possession limits are the same as the 

, dailg bag limits. Tn the Pkific and Atlantic flyways, bag and possession limits 
remain the same as last year+5 birds. 

Sccters end eider &aks ,.....Be daily bag U&t’ .df 7 scoters or eider. ducks 
sin&y or in +the agyegate, and not exzeedin& 14 in pcsaession singly’ or in the ag- 

, grcgte, is continued-in Connecticut, !&be, Massachusetts, New -shire, New YorfG 
and Rhode Islan’d Ghere these ‘thirds mey be hunted during the applica.ble seasons for 
other ducks, and otherwise in open coast&l. $aters beyond -outer harbor lines. (See 
Atlantic flyway schedule. ) 

Rails .-In all flyway,, not more than 35 in.,‘the ag2gre&.te~of rails (other than 
‘sora)TZT&llinules. . 

Scra .---The bag limit for sora. has been, increased from .20 to .25 birds k day. 
This Gthe legal limit for a long period of yeCars and its restoration is not 
likely to result in.,arq large over-all kill, Sara are hunted chiefly in a few of 
the eastern seaboard states and it appears that. l&eir numbers are adequate. .’ 

Woodcock .-In the Atlantic and Mississippi f&r& states, end in &lehoma and 
certain counties in eastern Texas and elseyhere where permitted to be hunted (see 
appended schedules) , the daily bag limit for woodcock is 4 and the possession limit 
is 8. !bis year a season for the huntirg of woodcock has been prescribed in North 
Carolina and certain parts of ‘Texas. 
lations affecting this species. 

Otherwise there ,is little chenge ‘in the regu- 

Mourninz or turtle doves .-In the stkiei3 of all ‘fQmws wherein hunted, the 
bag and possession limit is 10 birds. . 

American and red&rea~.-ln all f@ways, 23 singly or in the a& 
gregate of both kinds; ‘no. possession &nit after t&e opening QY of the season. 
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%  pepXit spo~tsm ea f~ transport to -t&&r horn& ducks’a.nd~~&ese killed on the 
‘, kStC4aX.of, :*e.3sqx.sqnI$LS,~;S0m e .~4istak~1~$05&k :~i~~.~Cs,;f~~~S~~~~,and %3xic,o can 

be m ade %e ,-late ‘9s 5 .,*a ~foQob&g tQc tiloq~ $f. +&k .se$3b6,: ‘in’ 3@3 Cprqvince or 
state where taken. In the United S tates hunters can m ake 'interstate shipm ents up tc 
48 honm  following the close of the shooting season in the state where? taken. 

” 6 



The regulations this year permit the transportation out of ‘and possession in 
another st.&.te during the period of the open season where killed, and For 533 daP 
thereafter, of $ld ducks and geese taken in a flyway h,avirg a larger possession 
limit than in other flyways, 

In connection with such transportation or importation, dressed birds, as a 
means of identification, are now reqllired to have the head, head plumage, and feet 
attached. 

Any pack-ge in which such birds (or parts thereof) are transported must have 
the name and address of the shipper and of the consignee, together with an accurate 
statement of the numbers and kinds of birds contained in the pa?:-, clearly and 
conspicuously marked on the outside. 

!Fhe post-season period for possession of migratory game birds remains the same 
as in previous years-90 dqys, 

xxx 
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