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SOJTH DAKOTA PLATS TRINS 70 AID PHIAS.T JURVIVAL

ide winter probtection for
pheasrnts is South Dalotals most Hromising project under the Pittman-Rodertson
sh o2

Federol Aid to Vildlife program according to the U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service,

South Dekota presents certain unique orobdlems of phesseat management., Iis
50,000 square miles of lond sultsbie for pheecsant nestinz end rearing of rouns do
not nrovide enough winter remge to protect the state's huge crop of birds during
winter storns, In extreme vinter veather, phersents ore forced to concentrate in
cover arcas vhich constitute well under one percent of their summer range in the
state,

In South Dakotn, unusually hard vinters—-—severe enoush to cousc heavy mortality
among pheasants, redicing breeding populations ond limiting hunting possidilities
occur about every four to six years,

Ixisting shelterbelts, vhile well-used by wildlife in meny ports of the state,
ere inelecuate in other sections., Hot only zre there meny areas iniere tiers sre no
sheltervelts or other cover, but some existing tree helis do not have sufficient
brushy undergrovth to keep the snov from drifting in and covering the ground, The
tree-plenting nroject is desisned to correct some of these inudequacies.,

By studying movements of pheasents for meny yeers, bdbiologists in Soulh Daitota
have determined thct the birds will travel a meximm of 10 miles from thelr summer
rsne to geek vinter shelter, Therefore, the state conservotionists hope eventu-
ally to plent four cover arees in ench townshin, If the shelterbelts czre »roperly
spaced, the ringnecks vonl!t have to travel more then a mile and a half to good
wvinter cover.

Unless it is possible for phezsents to find food nerrty-—weed sceds or voste
grain on crop lands——the shelterbelts sre of limited velue., Phesssnts seldom go
more then a querter of a mile from their shielter o seek food during severe vinter
weother, 3By planting asparagus end vhite clover between the lest few rovs of trees
in the belt, some of this food is nrovided,

The trees planted include such specles 28 Russisn olive, wild plum, sandcherry
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Chinese elm, green ash, ond Doxelder, The latter two trees are desirable from the

pheasants? point of view becauvse of the good perches they oifer obove the ground.

Not every state hos South Deokotals problem, nor s such 2 tree-planting progrem
essential everyvhere, but South Dekota conservationists believe thet this Federsal
Aid project is one of thelr most promisin; undertsitings to increase grme nroduction.
The fermers vho provide some of the land for the shelterbdelt plentings also benefit,
In addition to their aesthetic volue in a state vhere there cre too few irees,
shelterbelts reduce vind velocity and vater eveaporation,
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