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FOX BEUNTI.IG URSED TO COWTROL RABIES SPREAD

Tox munting was ziven the endorsement of the U, S. Department of the Interior
today——as one means of fighting the soread of rabies.

The Tish and Wildlife Service of the Intericr Department saic thet the number
of foxes in southern anc southwestern states and in Californis has incroased in the
last feu years and that Stats diagnostic laboratories have recently rennrted a
sharp rise in the mmber of rabid foxes. Large-scale hunting and destruction of
foxes in areas where rabies has broken out, espcciclly when combined with mass
innoculation of dozs,.is an effective method of controlling the diseass, the Serv—
ice said,

Sevaral Turopean countries, notably England, Denmark, worway, and Sweden, have
practically eliminated rabies by this method,

The Tish and Wildlife Service has led anti-fox campaigns during rables out—
Yreoks in Alehama, Californis, Georgzia, Mississippi, and Arkensas. Coovcrating
with stote and local health and conservabtion authoriiies and with fox mumtlng clubs,
predator-control agents of the Service have demonstrated hunting tecimicque and
assisted in organizing control programs.

Rebic foxes roem widely, far beyond the normal ranze of uninfected animals,
and incroase the chences of spreading the disease among humen beings, by infocting
other foxes, dogs, and farm stock over large aress.
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Besides cansirg uman deaths and stocik losses, rabies, if left unchecked,
would ultimately wine out local fox populations, Therefore, hunters who help to
control excess mmbers of foxes not only reduce the danger of ravies but aid in the
preservation of the sport of fox hunting, the Service said,

In previous years the Fish and Wildlife Service has ncted fo holt rabies out-
brealss among coyotes in the West and Southwest, In 1916, the yeor ths Service
began predator-control work, there was a severe outbreak in Nevaca, The epicemic
spread throughout many varts of the "Test, end Congress placed on the newl—formed
predator-control branch the primary responsidility for stopping the spread of rabies
among wild animals, The epidemic was brought under control by intensive cooperative
Ceirf‘forts — but not until many thousands of dollars worth of ranch stock aad been

estroyzd.

=
e Ly

P.d. 76314



