
Zxtensive losses in the mourning dove population of some p2rt 8 of Alabama, 
particularly Auta.nga County, have been reported by 3ish and T’X~.life Service game 
oa.thologists, the U. S. Deoartment of the Interior said to&j. The mourning Cove 
is a. fa.vorite game bird, ekecially in the South. _. 

The doves are sufferiq, c* from an i:nfectious canker -like groy?rth. in t1*e back: of 
the mouth and throat. Small yellowish Iatches can be detected in the throat of 
infected birds, the Service regrted. In severe cases, tke canker may become so 
enlarged the,t the food passage is closed, and an e,xternal 1um-o ca.n be seen, 

The disease, known to scientists at Vrichomcniasis, I1 is caused by a micro- 
organism, Trichomonas zallinae. The infection is passed on to other doves in food 
contaminated by diseased birds. The disease l3as been known to occur i,r domestic 
fowl, hawks, wild doves, and pigeons throughout the T2orld. The present -4labama 
outbreak seems restricted to mourning doves. 

The disease does not affect humans , <and mildly infected doves, taken by 
hunters, are not spoiled as food, The wread of the disease will be tatched by 
Service scientists, who are workir, g wi the State conservation agencies in a cooqera- 
t ive mourning dove investigation throughout the southeast. 
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