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for State Fishery restoration nrojects, authorized by H. R. 6533
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wvhich was signed by President Truman on dugust §, will be administered by the Fish
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and 1ildlife Service on a nation-wide tasis beginning on July 1, 1951, vhen the

Tirst cxecisc tax funds become available, Sccrctary of the Interior Oscar L.

Chapman announced today.

Plans for the cstablishmcnt of an adequatc administrative set-up in the Serv-
fad

ice arc ncw under consideration, according to Secrcitary Chapman.

The "Dingell 3ill," vetoced by the President lash year, was reintroduced into
the present session of Clorgzress by Rerresentatlve John D. Dingzell of Michigen end
Senator Jduin U Johnson of Colorndc after it ad Peern rewritien to remove the
items tc which the chief executive objected.

In lartuege, this bill is patterned after the highly successful Federal Aid
to VitAlire AGSuorat¢or Act of 1937, lknovn as the Pititmen-Zobortson Act. Sport
fishermzn have been secking a comparatle service for the fisheries since 1939.
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Funds to finance the Federal sharc of this coopore ighery worix will cone
ronn the Z0-uercent ecxcise tax on fishing rods, rcels, crecls, and artificieal
lures, baits and flies. This income will be opnropriated anmially by the Congress

and then allotied %o the States.
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To insure cquality of distribdution, cack State's shore will be based upon tho
rumber of its angling license holders as comparcd to the total in all the States,
and unon the percentage relation of the arca of coch State (1nc;uu1ng coastal and

Greet Laltes waters) to the area of all the States.
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In order to give a few of the small States sufficient working capital to
finence substantial undertalkings, Fish and Vildlife Service Director Albert li. Day

stated that the law further provides that "no State cen receive less than one ner-
cent nor more than five percent of tie total annortioned tc all of them." Provi-
olon is also made for the anrmal amportlonmunt of as much a8 375,000 to Alacka,
$25,000 to Hewsii, and $10,000 cach to Puerto Pico and the Virgin Islands.

The new law provides, as in the case of the Pittnan-Robortson Act, that the
States through their fish and gamc departmonts shall select suitable fishery
restoration projects. UYork on such projeets will be done by Btate-cmployed



personncl. The State will be entitled to reimbursement for 75 percent of the cost
of the work performod, and all lands acquired, structurcs crected, and cquipment
purchased will become the property of the States. After July 1, 1953, as much as
25 percent of the annual spportiomments may be expended for the maintenance of

the completed projects.

"Federal responsibilities in handling the program," declared Director Day,
"are confined to determining whether préojects selected by the States are approv-
able under the law; whether the costs to be incurred are reasonable; and whether
the work has been satisfactorily performed before reimbursement claims from the
States can be endorsed for poyment."
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